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T-shirt printed to mark the
10th anniversary of

Operation Spectrum
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Booklet printed to mark the 10th
anniversary of
Operation Spectrum

21987 (i Tah)
108 4 2. F5 4% 89 AT

sl

Letters From William Yap

My Dear Hoon,

My mind stats boggling when 1 think about what | am going 1o write to
you These seoms (o be a lot 10 say but | am not very sure 1o what exsent [ am
allowed o bet my thoughis flow. 1 am officially coined as u pobiical detsinee.
T Jet e assare you that | have been reasonabily well looked after. | am given
fruit and 3 cup of Chinese tea 1o go with my meal, and since | am ot a big cater,
| dorft complain sbout hunger. Dinner is quite eary. I 1 decide 10 stay up to
plowgh through one of the books neatly pied up ne w0 my bed, | will have to
replerash the body machine with these appetising tebas & few of those will
moomally last me o about 1030 60 11 pm. | rever used to deep o early bt here
everything starts earfy and ends early. | am not sare if [ would sustain this hab
once | am oul. Exercse s 2 must znd Pre been allowed of Iz to do it outdoaons
Hut # doesn't maser, Mane is mot Tagl, [ can do it anpwhore & long as there is
enough space ind oy cell has ample oom for flexing of the musdes. Once in
the eell, the most comforting compunions aee stil G ‘sphinal det, Pleased 10
lenoos: that my inkesest in reading has not been diuted by the nimy-griry of daiy
commitments. The difference i thar while 1 used 10 sometimes scan like &

telescope acmes the myriad stars tn the past, here | tend wo comprehend and
scnitinize every interesting portion. 1 suppose this & called “detailed peacling!
And the efficiency 1ends 10 double § not weble - 2 blessing in disguiset
Mow 1'd like w0 polish up my Malay, (¥ou know [ve been rapgpng abaos
this dhesire of mine for the le few months) Please find oot for me if | want o
do "0 level Malay, what | need 1o do and what | need to read, and pleas: g
the ool for me. 1 the mean time, please cut out the bilingual scotion from the
Straits Times, whese these is alwiys 8 wrie-up in Malay and its correspoeding
venine in English (1 think 1 shoald be aflowed i read thase anicies ) Once you
have done this from the past copies of the ST, please asic my famify members 1
gy themm oveer together with o Mty English/Malay dictionary (Rames Lenghap!
which T already have ai hoee fred cover wih biick stnpes). Do the Jaer i as
I s casier for you
1 s you have been fold that your cin wite o 50 (Trecion) & you
it by sese e once i 0 while, 1 100 would B 10 chat with you. D come il
Yo are gven an “That's all for this leter Give my regants o your
s 0 redatives wha've inguined about my wellbeing.
Lowe, Wan 2 July, &7
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My Desr Hoon, |
I gather fram y 1

now? I'm whtin
been moved ioa Liger and m
Fatiad siruiciure with 2 Bont vand |xg
besd with @ matiess & whers [ ply
4 much better place commpared w
omich smaller ane with two brnkers
above the walls, 52 was the fir which was in
was orcupied. Unfike the present location,
wanld exrepl Brmigh thoss cevices. Time
by mseets or the chipang and war
or by the intersity and oolours of the rays shoe the
cacopheny okl by noctural oestores woukd soudy die oul a8 dasn ap
proached and be gradually replaced by an sscending rhyihes
sy, You may not believe this. There s a kend of birk. whch
3t abor 645 am every day, W
mimaes and move on 10 other g
s af different days | asied the g
they b arerved. One of curiosiny 1 checkes
Feands struck ar the same agle every @
havee thedr crwen syt of po
Worman and Pavaroe. They :
I'vee segainead my [reecom? Do
1 vesac] o foaday's pewspaper (ves. &
cogart with e ovilred work g
an Inalian, ercexaned himeel i :
which he had b mack of time and deve
sonrds of 1R elferent drips. of L
e saale | can belies report, B
I wouliin't do thae 1 1T
contmunicated, o oo
bl Afte all, pren = 8 gre
mate: raeher e beig alone
apar froem the i boks slmued

m Lhe Gentre

When | was i the previous cell, thiee
open the rell door or me a8 socn s
¢ wall and the dick

vt boen alkoed
1] press) il 4 Mr Mortalhini
e witfel second]l, during
abiliy 0o disinguisy the
) e bt of @ mins-

ve, 1| have aleo beceny iondbe
me iop refiefon has gho
v not readd Amer-

ghven Rk
lent e & b
cart |erature for 4 bang tree. This presci
Abrint the Malsy
relevant sradea meerils

e Hlest A

[ worry dhaou
m can be ren whint | am oul. Pese find

From Behind
The Blue Gate
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Vincent Cheng was arrested and wore “This jacket was allowed to be worn in

these clothes to Whitley Detention the cold interrogation room only after

Centre. But upon arrival in prison, | submitted and cooperated with my

they had to be exchanged for a pair of captors.” — Vincent Cheng

pyjamas, minus underwear, singlet,

footwear and all other accessories. reRitl. “RAZRBTAARFMENLY
AHERT, RAAFAEKAGERNELF EX

A2 RAERPTF O RAXERIR,— 23] 7 e TS E, 7
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This is a copy of The Straits Times “This Catholic bible was a source of

the day after Vincent Cheng’s TV empowerment especially in times of
confession on 9 June 1987. He only got duress and hopelessness.”
to read this report after his release 3 — Vincent Cheng

years later.
; . ettt “ERBFLEHLIL, TR

A% T 198745698 Evil, X& (& iiﬁ;@ (252) gﬁ%*ﬁ‘ﬁ’*ﬁ’c@o ”

e ETIR) fa B MIRF, RAEZFHERE A

A LD ik AR T,

Plot to destabilise Govt l'

) -
ﬂ1q 1 cail Iur New moves

Cheng What I __!,',],",',"_dﬁ_”"w“
ﬁ did for
¥ _Wah Piow

Gatholic publications :
used to politicise priests -

Holy
Bible

¥ | 9

with DEUTEROCANONICALS

THE GOOD NEWS BIBLE
in TODAY'S ENGLISH VERSION
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This crucifix was a religious inspiration
for Vincent Cheng. Together with a
paper candle made from a toilet roll,
they symbolised sacrifice and victory.

B 30 Aug 1997
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Three exercise books of Mandarin
lessons. Vincent Cheng undertook this
meticulous task “to while away the time
during my first solitary confinement
period, to keep me focused and
fulfilled”.
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BOOK
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1. dingjia

a stack of ald news = K
papers

_wuﬂduum

In fact; actually

2. kunsh

3. xianzai
i, AT
4. lifixing
¥
5. lizozi
WAKE
6. shiyTshi
] ik #*F
7. yGudaiks
7 ¥ in
. 8.dA zhekou
LiER=)
© 9. gultdi
D
10. £ gidn

Words and phrases

priced at; fixed price 13
pattern; design

at present; currently

popular; fashionable; in
vogue

material
fitting room
discount card

allow a discount
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A paper candle made for the birthday of
Vincent Cheng’s father. A similar candle
with his motto inscribed on it was hung
on Vincent’'s cell wall, together with the
crucifix.
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Posters of well-wishes which gave
tremendous emotional support to
Vincent Cheng and his family
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Vincent Cheng studied the whole

book and practised the techniques on
himself. It eventually led to his interest
in natural health therapies.

To this day, Vincent does not know who
sent him this book.

(EHBAEY @ 4o R BM 440 A i K
A, HERERLERE A, 28 KK
J ik R S, A2 AR E A TR
# 2k,

Healing at Your Fingertips

MILDRED CARTER
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Orange spoon used by Vincent Cheng
for his meals. He kept the white plastic
spoons to protect the environment.

Fp RIRAR, AP RvLiR AT 8 R % B3t
MaEeBHIR, MERALDLGEED
abo

Not to be reproduced without permission from the copyright owner



Pyjamas worn by a detainee Yellow t-shirt — made by supporters in

Singapore
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Yap Hon Ngian used this dictionary
during detention

vt SR Y5 2R 1) P R 6 3 U

Yap Hon Ngian read this book to brush
up on his Malay

o SR M B TR BT R 89 By R sk A
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Yap Hon Ngian used this Malay reader Calligraphy given to Lim Li Kok by Yap

Hon Ngian before he was released
Pt IR S5 2R A BT R 69 By Rk Sk A
vt SR ARAF A AT NG oA A B &) — g T

y E-LI'Mj ' M.A_a—-{:-f.m‘,.{l
s vb—ﬂm »(:Jﬁ./..ugu\n F“-’j-ﬁ’y

~lambang — symbol
kekuatan — strength B I LESSON 37
dinding-dinding — walls, partitions | e é’gé‘y'hwj AasT R
Jjasmani — physical Hospital Mata
rohani — spiritual e '}Jﬂ- Dt ]Q’rmi-ﬁjam.,?i
patung-patung — statues 7
mengheret — drag Fa. o frninet
gajah putih — white elephant Argra Grﬁj
sekurang-kurangnya — at least
cuk — bamboo shoots Hospital Mata Tun Hussein Onn yang dibangunkan
beberapa jenis — several kinds i dengan perbelanjaan lebih sepuluh juta ringgit memang

mencatat sejarah perubatan negara. Hospital ini ada-
lah hospital mata ‘ulung dan yang pertama di
ia dan juga ASEAN. Ia mengadakan perkhidmat-
encegah kerosakan mata untuk masyarakat umum

tanpa mengambil apa-apa keuntungan serta mengad
ka?armwn perubatan dan pembedahan untuk pe-
nyakit mata. Ia juga mengadakan kemudahan latihan
kakitangan dan mengadakan kemudahan pcﬁydm

men, { akit mata. Kemudahan, serta perkhi
mwg:n?om mata dinikmats oleh semua rakyat

Malaysia serta negara-negara ASEAN.

Hospital Mata Tun Hussein Onn pastf akan menjadi

sebuah kerana keseluruhan kos pem-
binaan hospital mata ini adalah anﬁ‘ﬁtﬁﬁf? derta

, pertubuhan sukarela, syarikat-syarikat
swasta dan orang-orang perseorangan. Hospital luar-
biasa ini dibing atas tanah yang leasnya hampir-hampir
sepuluk ribu meter persegi. Adahbélmwim lebih
daripada empat puluh ribu orang di Semenanjung
engalami hecacatan pengicatan. Angka i tidaklah
begitu tinget jika dibandingkan dengan negara-negara
membangun yang lain. Mujurlah hospital ini memberi-

15 kan satu harapan kepada rakyat miskin yang tidak
\ mampu pergi ke luar negeri untuk mendapatkan

72 | 73
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Calligraphy written in cell by Lim Li Kok Copy of ink painting with a poem by
Lim Li Kok
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white moon

woke up last night

from the chill of

thin shards of rain falling from the sky.
| raised my head

the sky was pitch black

while the half moon

remained white

composed by Lim Li Kok
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nameless plant

where did you come from?
within these four walls of grey
you sit in a corner.

no one has given you a drop of water
and heaven seems to have forgotten you
but you grow anyway.

I don’t know your name
but you have given this lonely place
a whisper of spring.

composed by Lim Li Kok

Not to be reproduced without permission from the copyright owner



Calendar in Teo Soh Lung’s car.
She was unable to tear it on 21 May
1987 after her arrest.
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Teo Soh Lung used these items to keep
track of time while in prison: Spoons for
days; chopsticks and rubber bands for
months.

BEYE, KEFZARILEHHHTE: HR
REBF, ®RFFPHRELEREAN
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Flowers dried in the cell by Teo Soh
Lung

Tk E 2 W AR Ay T A 8 5
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Sketches by Chew Kheng Chuan
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Sudden

It makes me wonder

How suddenly nature changes.

Not five minutes ago the skies were blue,
The clouds white, the sunlight strong upon
The metal bedframe in the open courtyard,

The tall trees silent,
The air still and bright.

I'm lying on my bed reading

Thinking of a hot afternoon

Maybe I should change into my shorts its cooler

Maybe I should do some laundry the sun can dry them ...

From bright blue skies behind me

A rustling comes. A rustling and a loud hissing.

What is it, what is it?

I cannot tell as I turn my head the walls are too high.

The blue is gone, grey clouds cover the sky;

Strong sunlight and strong shadows disappear.

It’s rain that’s coming. I get up to bring

My Good Morning towel drying on the bedframe
in the courtyard.

It’s getting dark there’s a roaring

A roaring a roaring

A roaring of what? I can't believe it’s leaves

That was so quiet just.

Copyright © Function 8 Ltd, 2013

Storm

I stand on my chair to look it 7s leaves.

Leaves of the tall trees roaring with wind.

Pellets of wetness blossom on the concrete courtyard floor,

At first creeping noiselessly from behind the roaring winds

Like soldiers in the first wave of infantry behind armoured,

Then rumbling open skies now with the roaring,
drumming tattoo of cascading rain,

And the afternoon is awashed in storm.

So suddenly so suddenly
Wet thunder storm

It makes me wonder

How suddenly nature changes.

Yet even when it’s not nature brings the changes,
Sometimes people drown.

Nature’s nature.
But if not nature,

What hand of what God decides

Those to be swept away,
And those to drown?

Chew Kheng Chuan
1988, in detention
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Cards sold by families and friends of
detainees
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