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SINGAPORE HUMAN RIGHTS ALERT '

OPERATION SPRECTRUM. ALLEGED BEATER NAMED, JURISTS REPORT
RELEASED. LEE EMBARRASSED IN VANCOUVER. CASE PUT BEFORE UNITED
NATIONS. US STATE DEPT CLARIFIES OPPOSITION TO DETENTIONS.
FAILURE OF SINGAPORE'S DISINFORMATION. MAGAZINE GIVES IN-DEPTH
COVERAGE DESPITE THREAT. ASIAWEEK CHOPPED. JEYARETNAM ‘
DISBARRED. : o '

UPDATE SPECIAL APPEAL: MALAYSIA ARRESTS OVER 90 UNDER ISA
(See last page.)

THE SCORE SO FAR

. With events moving more slowly, UPDATE is coming out less often.
So we remind vou that of the total of 22 persons arrested under
the Internal Securiiy Act on 21 May and 20 June, six persons
remain in detention W1thout trial under renewable detention

orders.

In September, nine were réleased under severe restrictions on
their civil liberties and with their detention orders suspended
so that the constant threat of their reimposition remains.
Another seven. persons were released earlier after intensive
interrogation without detention orders being served on them but
with severe restrictions on their civil liberties (except in the
case of .one Malaysian woman whose Singaporean husband remains in
detention). None of the detainees have been able to defend
themselves in a court of law. : .

OPERATION SPECTRUM '

The suppression of the communlty and church organisations by the
Singapore Govt in May and June through the detention of the new
generation of leaders was called "Operation Spectrum”. The
operation pulled in a wide range of groups and thus necessitated
a conspiracy theory in order to link them and give some
credibility to such cynical crushing of socially conscious
people.




ALLEGED BEATER NAMED

One of the government officials alleged to have physically
mistreated the detainees is Mr S K Tan who became known to the
detainees as the "official slapper” especially of the women. He
has been awarded a public service medal.

JURISTS FIND SINGAPORE GUILTY

The International Mission of Jurists released its report on the
Singapore detentions on October 13. The reoport resulted from the
visit to Singapore during July of the International Commission of
Jurists (Geneva), the Asian Human Rights Commission {Hongkong)
and the International Federation of Human Rights (Paris).

The IMJ Raport concludes that the detainees' activities were "a

legitimate exercise of civil rights". It discounts the
government's conspiracy theorvy noting how the absence of provable
evidence hag, for the government, become proof in itself. It

gays " the fundamental principles of the rule of law and natural
justice are abandcned to the whim of the rulers and the legal
institutions and judiciary of the nation denigrated. The Mission
condemns the Singapore government, as it would any other
government, for this abrogaticon of the fundamental protection of

the rule of law for its citizens."

The Report's conclusions alsce included the Misgion's findings on
the government's motives for the detentions,the communist threat
and guilt by association, the church and state in Singapore and

the maltreatment of the detainees.

It calls on the international community to "make it clear to the
Singapore Government that it will not tolerate future attempts to
suppress the legitimate democratic rights of its citizens through
the ugse of the Internal Security Act®.

The IMJ Report will be presented to the European Parliament later
this month. {Addresses from which copies of the Report can be '
obtained are given below.)

UNPLEASANT SURPRISE IN VANCOUVER

Prime Minister lLee Kuan Yew had an unwelcome and embarrassing
surprise at the start of the Commonwealth Heads of Government
meeting in Vancouver last month. Canada's prestigious national
daily, The Globe and Mail, took up the IMJ Report in its
editorial on October 14 under the heading "Singapore's Rules®,.
While referring to the fact that human rights is a problem in
many Commonwealth countries and should have been on the
conference agenda, it said that the IMJ report was “sobering" and
went on "What is troubling in the report on Singapore, a country
with a stable and healthy economy and a reasonable standard of
living, is the utter disregard of due process occasioned by an
imagined threat %o political stability... The human rights
investigators reject the conspiracy theory and claim that the
detainees were exercising legitimate civil rights. The Singapore




government did not take the detainees to court to prove
otherwise..."

CASE PUT BEFORE UNITED NATIONS

In August, soon after the International Mission of Jurists made
its preliminary statement of concern, the International
Commission of Jurists (Geneva) brought a formal intervention
before the UN Commission on Human Rights' Working Group on
Detention. It outlined its concern over the use of the ISA and
the lack of due process of law while urging the Working Group to
appeal to the government of Singapore to bring the detainees to
trial or to release them.

US STATE DEPT VOICES OPPOSITION

In a statement on Qctober 19 Asia Watch., the Washington-based
human rights organisation, said that it had received a firm
gtatement from the U3 State Dept that it "stands opposed to any
system that detains people without trial". With respect to the
Singapore government's decision to issue detention orders in lieu
of trials in this caze, the Department said: "Our opposition to

that is clear."

DEFEAT FOR SINGAPORE DISINFORMATION

The above clarification represents a serious failure for the
lobbying efforts of Singapore's diplomats in Washington. Coming
on top of the letters signed by 39 members of Congress condemning
the detentions, it represents a defeat for the active
digsinformation policy of the government. A young diplomat in
Singapore's Washington Embassy has been taking a lead in this
misrepresentation of the facts since the arrests in May. Mr
Bilahari Kausikan is said to have advanced his career prospects
considerably and even to have had his term in Washington
considered for extension because of his work on the detentions.
On June 9, he wrote to the American Friends Service Committee in
Hawaii saving the detainees "were arrested not because they were
engaging in community work, but because of their links with the
communist movement, which has advocated "armed struggle’, and
continues in its efforts to overthrow by unconstitutional means
the established political and social order in Singapore’.

The Washington embassy has also lobbied Congress members by
telling them of the releases but not the restrictions under which
people are released or the fact of the number still detained. Mr
Bilahari Kausikan has also been sending back to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Singapore some of the right-wing propaganda
published in the US. For example, on July 7, the Washington
Times (NOT the Washington Post) printed a shrill and
irresponsibly inaccurate article entitled "Pacific's Christmas
Bowl pours into Marxist Pockets". This article drew imaginary
connections between church development aid fund-raising and anti-
government movements in the Philippines, East Timor, Singapore,
Sri Lanka and elsewhere. It characterises every opposition
movement as anti-US and pro—communist. It targeted the
Singapore—~based Christian Conference of Asia as "solely




interested in programs that were leftiSt, revolutionary, radical
and militant."

This article was subsequently sent out by the Minister of Home
Affairs in Singapore with his replies to critics of the
detentions.

NO LUCK FOR DHANA
When in Washington in September, Singaprore Foreign Minister

Dhanabalan, met with several Congress members on the detentions.
Just before the meeting Mr CHEW Kheng Chuan (Harvard Graduate)
and Mz TANG Fong Har were released. As predicted by this UPDATE,
Mr Phanabalan tried to emphasise the role of the ISA Advisory
Board in giving a fair hearing which could lead to release.
However, the Congress members had already been informed of the
exact nature of the Advisory Board, its biased composition and
its powerlessness. Thus the highlighting of the Board was
tlearly seen as a face-saving propraganda exercise to allow the
government to release a few detainees in order to lessen

international pressure.

MAGAZINE GIVES INDEPTH COVERAGE
In a bold move, the Hongkong-hbhased Far Eastern Economic Review

gave extensive coverage to the Singapore detentions in its
October 22 igsue. Perhaps the best summary of the situation to
date, UPDATE appends the articles for readers' benefit. The move
i a bold one because ASIAWEEK was effectively banned on October
11 (its circulaton reduced from 10,000 to 500) by the Singapore
Govt. TIME magazine and the Asian Wall Street Journal have also
suffered a similar fate because they have refused to print every
official rejoinder from the Singapore Govt whenever a slightly
critical article on Singapore appears. They are Lthereby accused
of interfering in domestic politics.

JEYARETNAM DISBARRED

As predicted, the Singapore government has pursued to the end 1its
vandetta against Workers' Party Secretary-General and Anglican
layman, Mr J B Jeyaretnam. He has now been disbarred and cannot
practise law. His livelihood has now been removed.

MALAYSIA;USES INTERNAL SECURITY ACT
Over the past week the Malaysian Government has arrested at least

91 people under the ISA, the same legislation from which the
Singapore legislation is derived. In Malaysia's case a person
may be held for up to 60 days (compared with Singapore’'s 30 days)
before they must be served with a detention order or released.

Among those arrested are Dr Chandra Muzaffar, Ms Chee Heng Leng,
Ms Lim Chin Chin and Brother Anthony Rogers who were among those
most outspoken in their condemnation of the Singapore detentions
and who have been working persistently for the detainees'
release. Now they have fallen victim to their own government’'s
cynical repression. An appeal for action accompanies this
Update. .This is a moment of tragedy for Malaysia and of great
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concern for the safety and health of those many community leaders
arrested.

+

Yesterday November 1st, the 3 Catholic¢ bishops of peninsular
Malaysia ordered a joint pastoral letter to be read in all
churches condemning the arrests. Former Prime Minister Tunku
Abdul Rahman has also condemned the arrests saying that Malaysia
could be moving towards dictatorship. Several newspapers have
been closed down and the managing director of the only
independent television channel, TV3, has been arrested.

Once again, racial tension has been manipulated by the Malaysian
Govt for its own purposes. Facing a split in his own party,
increasing criticism for corruption, challenges from
environmental and social reform groups and defeats at the hands
of the judiciary who have delivered several recent judgements
against the government, Prime Minister Mahathir has decided to
congolidate his power. His govt has intentionally stirred up
racial feelings by insensitive actions on Chinese education. This
produced a predictably strong reaction. Those who reacted have
been accused of stirring up racial tension. Subsequently anyone
Dr Mahathir needs to silence on any issue is being arrested
whether they are related to the current crisis or not.

While politicians of all parties tend to play on racial
chauvinism for their own advancement, it is the height of
cynicism to place in preventive detention with such politicians
exactly those social reformers and community leaders who have
publicly and persistently rejected racially based politics and
have dedicated their lives to racial harmony and understanding.
The commitment of such leaders is now characterised as
contributing to racial tension when their role has been to point
out how the major political parties have been manipulating racial
feelings for self—interested political goals.

UPDATE APPEALS FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION IN SUPPORT OF THOSE DETAINED
IN MALAYSIA. AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL HAS ALREADY CLASSIFIED THEM
AS PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE. PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING LETTER

November 2, 1987

Dear friends,

As vou are no doubt aware, since Tuesday, October 27, scores of
individuals have been and are continuing to be arrested and
detained under the Internal Security Act of Malaysia. This Act
i almost identical to the Act in Singapore under which 22 peorle
were arrested and detained this year and under which 6 (not
including Mr Chia Thye Poh who has been in prison since 1966) are
still imprisoned. As in Singapore, persons can be arrested and
detained for indefinite periods of time without charge or trial.




The latest news is that 91 people have been detained. More
arrests are expected.

There has been increazsing political turmeil in Malaysia in recent
weeksa as a result of dissension within the ruling party. In
addition there have been disturbing reports of escalating racial
tengion which appears to have been exacerbated, if not caused, by
those within the ruling party itself. Nevertheless, the sudden
arrest of so many individuals has come as a shock to all those
concerned with events in Malaysia. Detention powers under the
ISA have not been extensively used in Malaysia since before the
present Prime Minister, Dr Mahathir, came to power in 1981.

The individuals themselves come from a broad spectrum of
political, religious and social backgrounds. Individuals
detained so far include Mr Lim Kit Siang, Secretary General of
the Democratic Action Party and Leader of the Opposition, his son
Mr Lim Guan Eng, also a DAP member of parliament and at least 10
other opposgition MP's and State Assembly members; members of the
the Islamic opposition party, PAS; leading members of the MCA,
the main Chinese party in the ruling coalition; members of the
opposing faction in the Prime minister's own party; human rights
lawvers and community leaders including Mr Karpal Singh of the
DAP and Dr Chandra Muzaffar, President of the social reform
movement ALIRAN and an Asian Human Rights Commissioner; members
of envirommental and consumer protection groups; Muslim religious
teachers and staffpersons of Christian organisations; activists
in the recent Chinese education controversy:; and a wide variety
of other people either connected with community and political
groups or with no apparent affiliation.

It iz believed that the vast majority of these people were
involved in nothing more than political, social or legal
activities of a peaceful and legitimate nature. Amnesty
International has already declared most of the detainees to be
prisoners of conscience and has called for their immediate and

unconditional release,.

It is not vet completely clear what is the extent or cause of
thege arrests. We would ask all those who are are concerned with
the protection of human rights in Malaysia to write or telex the
government of Malaysia, either directly to the Prime Minister,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad in Kuala Lumpur, or through the
Malaysian Embassy or High Commission in your country to express
your concern over these arrests and to ask why detentions under
the Internal Security Act have been ordered.

Thank you for vour support.

Emergency. Committee for Human Rights in Singapore
P O Box 28-100, Christchurch, Aotearoca—New Zealand.
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T;h,ez felease.dn Seplember ;of nine
-middle-class; Singaporeans, detained
without trialunder the Internal Security
Act, (ISA)ifor, allegedly taking partin a
Marxist ;; conspiracy,aplus an,.abrupt
change of emphasis by the government,
has raised new questians about the seri-

"I ousness of the whole espisode.;. -

. Atotal of 22 people were detained in

" two batches.in May and June.accused of

being part of a Marxist conspiracy, mas-

. terminded , from:; exile..in Britain by

_ to-.establishing agMarxist.

former student-agtivist Tan Wah Piow,
aimed at subverting “the existing social
and- political; system. . .. using com-
munist united front tactics, with a view

'¢6h&piracy theory

¢ ‘iistaithiing’ begomes tool of the ‘unseenhand® - = - -

who in turn was accused of being under
the orders of Tan to organise a network
of like-minded
towards Marxism.

In detail the allegations mamly ré-’

lated to,;"infiltrating™ the opposition
Workers!. Party (WP) — of which none
of the:détainces.was a. member — by

running the party organ Hammer; |

oliticising the Law Society, and work-
ing with-a theatre group known as Third,
Stage (REVIEW,24 Sept.). .. . -
Under the terms of the ISA, which
allows, a -month _of interrogation,. fol-
lowed by rénewable terms. of detention,
of twa-years, the government does not.

young people. inclined |

educated circles, it has not been very
successful, Among professional Sin-
gaporeans, apart from government em-
ployees, there is a’general lack of accep-
‘tance of the idea that various anti-gov-
ernment actions_by. disparate _people
“constitisted a grafid Marxist conspiracy.
The REVIEW also has gathered suffi-
cient allegations of coercion-and distor-
tion of tﬁe' truth to cast considerable
doubt -as to. whether this part of the
prime minister’s criteria was fully met.
The definition of “torture” can be sub-
jective. The Oxford English Dictionary:
gives several definitions. ‘APart- from
“inflicting severe bodily pain” the word
- can also.mean “severe physical or men-
tal pain,” Some of the.allegations, com-
ing from detainees: themselves and
those.close to them, if true, would fit
this definition, -.-:. . . . .-
_. As part of its"public relations exer-
cise,; the government, through the co-
operation of -its own state-run TV ser-

- vice and the press, bombarded the pub-
. lic with the full weight of

L b
stale. n s sy sy gl onifer Lo s

- of sugh, accusations, within

* prising; was 1a,.speech -by.

" the outlawed;Communist .+t , I

- Tong pn19:September — 3R

ing no further threat.ys. . ¢

bt B,

-.. Degpite the serloyisness ,,

four, monthsof thefirst ar- i 2
rests, 16, of;.t_hqsg;f_lqld had ,
been released as constitut-

.,-Perhaps eyen.more surr..

Home 'Minister,;S.nJaya- ;,
kumar;in July in;which he.. |
claimed that. Tan:could not. -}
have been anything:butthe, - |
agent.pf an “unseen hand” .1 .-
whom he:had not,identified, .-}
but. could:.bey. heyhinted, |- i

Party of Malayauaaglyy 44|70
. . To add:to the.gon Usion e
of ; signals. .coming o from . {. -
government:First;) eputz Jin
Prime Minister, GohaChok .

only.a week beforg ghe re- 1)
lease of the nine mbwithout .

YEOF \ .
Tan; Cheng: under orders.

modeérn media technology,
from . massive -displays In
the daily newspapers, ac-
companied by charts illus-
trating the alleged network
.of Marxists, down to edited
-confessional ' “interviews”
with the.detainees, during
which: most appeared-to
admit to: all or part.of the
accusations against them.
At -all times- in the
media’s handling:-of the
topic; allegations made by.
the-Ministry 'of Home Af-
fairs were presented as un-
questioned fact rather than
.allegations .— -an- editorial
decision taken at, the do-
minant English-language
newspaper  The © Strails
Times.at the highest level
after editorial discussions.
Simply stated, .the gov-
ernment said it acted-to “nip

ﬁ“‘&\\\.# ;o

mentioning {he detentions, (o
made what to many:sounded like a very
conciliat_ory,fjp,eech_i Addressing himself
to young; edugated;, middle~class Sin-
gaporeans, h¢;sai_d-,that‘perhaps the gov-

. emment had been:too:intolerant of dif-
ferences of_.opinipn;-m_\;;; e A

. Little.about.the group of detainees
conforms to:the type of person expected
to,be accused of sych a plot: The major-
ity of them are well-educated young
professianals, or.ygtaduates; - many of
whom were.concerned with social work
and half of them connected with Roman
Catholic Church-affjliated grassroot or-

. ganisationsigayilod .9

: SEE A
.. Basicallyp.ithe, allegationsiwere un-

~ specificynbut.principally. centred on a

. to changeit: A

commitment to.Marxism, & dissatisfac-
tion with SingaFormspciety and a desire
Lwere.-accused.of know-

ing -fellow-detalneey.. and.... Catholic
Church social \.vork_er,Yincer_it-_Chengﬂ

S L TR L e e
have to bring any evidence to justify its
action,

Prime Minister. Lee Kuan Yew, on 3

. June, re-stating: the poligy.on using the

ISA .in-preference to bringing the ac-
cused-conspirators. to trial,.said it was
not his' government'’s .practice to take
such people to court. As long as it-was
satisfied that it -had the evidence, he
said, that-was all that mattered.. ...
“Solong as we.know it is true, so long
as there has been no-torture; no coer-
cion, no-distortion of the truth . .., we

are prepared to act. But we will not act |

on concocted evidence,” he told a press
conference, . i o+ . P
Nevertheless; the government went
through.-an exiensive public-relations
operation to convincé the Singaporean
people,that the accusations -were jus-
tified, . Judging from the .widespread
scepticism it has met, especially in more

C in the bud”. a long-term
plan — the only figures ever mentioned
are “in 10 or 1S'years time” — for Tan to
return to Singapore “to capture political

- power.” Tan is wanted in Singapore for
avoiding military-conscription, and the
government is taking legal steps to
deprive him of his citizenship under a
rule which allows this if a Singaporean
stays abroad for:10 consecutive years.

Only, one vaguely worded statement
during a TV interview by principal
detainee Cheng — now to be held for a
maximum of two.years — suggests-any-
thing which might be considered outside
the law; apart from vague-claims to sup-
porting Marxism. The communist party
is-proscribed in Singapore. o

- .Cheng agreed with his questioners
that through his social work for the
Catholic Church’s Justice and Peace

Commission he had established several




discussion groups.which could possibly
be.turned into pressure groups and a
“power base,” “which would, perhaps,
leadto some kind.of political:-turmoil,”
Cheng said that he personatly could not
handle the idea_of turning to violence,
but -that he thought that perhaps Tan

would return or other leaders emerge

“to take careof the problem.”

- He then agreed, again in answer to a
questionythat he could have been creat-
ing the.conditions forwiotence, but “not.

knowing of the consequences.”. Asked:

to explaip'what he meant by that, he re-
P!ied: LS AR ) o ) ]

“I'would foresee that the t?uii&iﬁg up-

of pressure groups would develop toa
stage where they would come into open
confrontation with - the government,
This-confrontation . . , would start off
with peaceful protests,public mass peti-
tions, which could lead further to more
mass events like mass rallies, mass dem-
onstrations, strikes, where more people
are. mobilised. And. leading-to
disorder and ‘miaybe--even.
rioting, bloodshed.” :..
Much has been made of .}
this, .and:soon Jayakumar g
was -listing as- one .of
Cheng's *admissions™ that’
the group’s plan was to es-
calate’ events “leading to
public’disorder and maybe:
even ; rioting, ” bloodshed
andyiglence,” Later a gov-
ernment; spokesman’ used
thesiSame . phrasing, at-
ibuting®>it “to. . Cheng,
gk~ “and - violence,”
‘Cheng's actual

‘‘But study of the official
transeript ;makes -it - clear
that."gCﬁe‘ng .was merely
speculating as to a possible
consequence, He did not,
in fact,’say that he or even
Tan were™~ consciously .
working towards blpod-

shedorviolence, "% 7§
" His further statement

almost immediately in the interview
that both hig'and Tan agreed that any bid
for power would have.to wait until “the
prime minister is out of the scene,” also
undermined the credibility of a serious
plot. Singaporeans are all too familiar
with the fact that many people -dream
dreams about what may happen when the
all-powerful figure of Lee is “out-of the

| scene,” but they do not amount to plots.
The:.Cheng interview and.a,two-,

part Singapore Broadecasting . Corp.
“documentary” about the aileged Marx-
ist conspiracy, in ‘which:18 other de-
tainees made brief aPpcarances, formed
the: ¢entre-piece o

campaign to justify its use of the ISA.: . |
On 5 July, addressing a seminar of |

the .youth. wing of the- ruling People’s
Action Party (PAP), Jayakumar made
his sudden about-turn, After suggesting

several explanations as to.who might be §

" with far more cunning minds. ;4! ”

public-

Cheng's rola 5
In Marxisi ;2
nglwory - IRLTSSS

" materially for Singaporeans, it;had to

“tion of the PAP’s youth wing he con-
‘though not agree with — the opinion of

" country was boring, he added: -, -,

-the government’s.

behind the plot, he said such considera-
tions “lead us to conclude that Tan Wah
Piow cannot be the mastermind-behind
the communist network. Nor ¢an Vin-
cent Cheng and his group'constitute the
entire story. If it is just Tan Wah Piow,
Vincent Cheng and.the 15 and the 'six
only — there is no serious problem. The
government has dealt with tougher men

. . . ' ol o
= heories abound as to why the previ-
.-ous_allegation of a serious:threat
coming from Tan was scaled down. One
school of thought has it that the:govern-
ment now feels that it overreacted in the
first place; another is that building Tan
up into a seriods threat to the state could
only benefit a man who previously had
only been taken seriously by himself,
-Goh’s 19 September speech tended
to suggest that at least he, if not-other
leaders, sees the néed for the govern-
ment to be more liberal in its approach
' o TEOdV
| S
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w.as used as coverifor subi
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to dissent. He said that having provided

consider a new phenomenon:.the mid-
dle classes with other than material aspi-
rations which were not being met,

. Addressing the-first annual conven-

ceded that he could understand —
some young Singaporcans :that the

“Maybe we emphasised too, much
growth and things material. Maybe we

are too intolerant of differences of opin-
ion, thus causing people to conform and

T O N T T I T, BT

“real threat: -,

not create. Maybe wa’are over-regulat-
ing people’s livesitbt i oot
If not un{Jrcchented;uGoh’sfwords
were unusual for a government which —
particularly -on -the, part ‘of the :prime
minister:— moreioften-emphasises the
need for discipling: than: non-comfor-
mity, 3 ) f)f” ire o .
Another theory for the virtual about-
face is that Singapore was' takeri:aback
by the reaction outside the countryito
the detentions, sLondon:based.- Am-
nesty International fealled™for/the re-
lease of the detaineés and said it had re-
ports of ill-treatmént-during interroga-
tion. Lot
A total of 39 members: of the US.
Congress' signed.'a‘letter~condemning
detentions- without trial ands17+signed
an appeal on behalf:of woman:lawyer
Teo Soh::Lung.#8everal:iprominent
Ameticans also-appealed ‘on.behalf of
Harvard graduate Chew Kheng Cliuan.
Questions aboutthe detentions with-
- out trial ‘were ‘expected: to
‘be raiséd in the European
Parliament; which.two Sin-
gaporedn MPsiwere to at-
tend as observersiiNone of
this:reaction can-help: the:
imageof-Singapore:in 'its
bid to become 4 regional fi-
;-nancialy ¢ scommunications
~and prinfing.centre.unit 1
+ .. What:has'emergedifrom
the whole:-exercise ris: that:
the -22.lare mostly;young'
proféssionals believing that
there}'were::things: about:
Singapore. -socletyti:which
-could beimproved!Most of:
them are inarticulate about
- their-beliefs and-objectives
 and-ttheir: knowledge. of
. Marxism -¥or eMaojsm  ap-
oy pears, from what they
admit in the TV inter-
led views,. to be limited it
Jenfilel » } cursory’ readingiwith nd.
e suggestion of serious study
=1 . o comnmitments; beiz:
None of them has sought
to deny.their. political . activities-.as- stu~
dents, and their subsequent involyement
in broadly political causes. Butnone; ex-
cept Cheng in his tconfession;¥}has con-!
ceded any.subversive. objective; while
admitting-they ‘may. have: unwittingly
been used by others less-well: inten-
tioned, ..! : voovdl s

cro HoH e i OEERE
Why .would the, whole- forcé .of the
state be directedfagainst:such. people?

Since it is.based on supposition;:nobody

can contradict the theory that:assitua-
tion which at the.:momentsis non-
threatening, if: allowed -to:continue,
could become . so;vIndeed onesex-de-.
tainee, while denying seditious intent,

s} conceded . this hypothesis. »to  the
"% REVIEW. But many-feel that:the case

against the 22 hardly supports.a-reason::
able suspicion thatithey-represented a

PER L AEE M POt FT PRI

There :is:no doubg: that part:of the.
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exercise -was further to test the will of
the “second-generation” leaders includ-
ing Goh who are being groomed to take
over the-government. Gah, in a state-
ment-to parliament, said he and others
had serious reservations about using the
ISA and about the evidence presented.
It was, he said, the toughest decision
they had ever had:to make and the first
time they had beenrequired to consider
using the ISA+Hg.also revealed that the
ministers,.came;to: the conclusion that
the groug,‘}didmon represent an im-
mediate threat:to state security but were
_ eventually convinced that there was a
long-term threat. -

. : He then frankly.laid out the negative
effects the group foresaw in using the
ISA:; the accusation of intimidating or
silencing: opposition; the danger of a
" collision with'thie Catholic Church, and,
most . importantly;-a loss of credibility
with.the-peopleif the government failed
to convince them-ithad acted correctly.
The :political price; he said, would be
very high:iand: could mean “the end of
the younger.generation.” .

2 Despite--thes¢ objections, they ac-
cepted “that--they:.should- act because
communist: cells: were like -cancer cells
and .had .to berdestroyed-“before they
multiply-and destroy us.” 1

Al this still:begged the question of
why the. investigation was started and
why:it'was put before cabinet at all. But
taken.in the wider Singaporean political
landscape; the ecrackdown ‘makes more
" sense; The artests:are believed to have
been - codenamed~*Operation Spec-
* trum®since they cut across a wide range
of sociaily. conscious people from Law
Society member.Te¢o Soh Lung — Tan’s
lawyer, who had already publicly cross-
ed swords with-Lee — through business-
- man Chew; (o 718-year-old Fan Wang
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Peng, acting president of the Simgapore
Polytechnic Students’ Union, All three
are among those now released.

Seen in an even wider context, some
observers believe that they were the
“bottom end” of a consistent govern-
ment:' sweep against elements consi-
dered immediately or potentially hostile
or .politicially . embarrassing, These
range from WP leader J. B, Jeyaretnam

— who lost his parliamentary seat less.

than'a year ago because of a conyiction
for-making a false statement amountipg
to perjury — through the foreign press
and the Law Society.

The foreign press was made subject
to additionally harsh restrictions last
year under an amendment to the al-
ready-stringent press laws, making it
possible for publications to have their
circulation limited.— -a provision al-
ready used against Time magazine, The
AsianiWall Street Journal and Asiaweek
—.if-considered to have “engaged in
domestic politics,” All three publica-
tions. were acted against for failing to
publish government letters in full.

The Law Sodiety, which had chal-
lenged the government over the press
restrictions and made clear its intention
o express its opinion bn government

olicies involving the use of the law, was
itself attacked. Its president, former sol-
icitot-general Francis Seow, was strip-
ped of his presidency under an amend-
ment to the Legal Profession Act de:
claring ineligible for office in the Law
Society. anyone who, in the past, had
beeh suspended from legal practice.

‘According to this scenario, turning

its attention on the social and religious
pressure groups completes the govern-
ment's programme to pre-empt virtu-
ally:all opposition to the PAP in the run-

up to the next general election, not due
until 1989 but widely expected to come
during the next year. .

- In the last.election in 1984, the PAP
won 62.9% of the votes cast.— down
from their 1980 figure of 75.5% —
though only losing two of the 79 seats in
parliament. Analysts have suggested
that if the same trend continued, the op-

.position could reach a break-through
point-in the first-past-the-post system
where it could start to win significant
numbers of seats. ~ - - - '

In its search for ways to stop the op-
position gaining further ground — a
process which could lead to the intro-
duction of confrontational party poli-
tics, feared as dangerously divisive —
the PAP has given close study to a plan
to introduce certain “super constituen-
cies” which would group three of the
present parliamentary seats together. In
order to win all three, a party would
have to run a team of candidates and
win an overall majority, making an op-
position victory more difficuit.

But so far, there aﬂpears to be hesi-
tation in introducing the scheme, partly
because it would be a major departure
from Westminster-style democracy,
and partly, somé believe, because of the
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Detention a

and release .

~ Arrested at njght, some detainees clalm harsh treatrhent
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Being' detainzd: without trial under

Singapore’s»wide-ranging Internal
Security ‘Act —#‘inherited almost intact
from itsBritish~colonial predecessor —
can be a'daunting experience.

" The-REViEW:found the few of those
released: from>® group of 22 detained
earlier this year who it was able to con-
tact visibly nervous, cautious to a de-
greejand almostcowed. They prefer not
to anSwer-quéstipns directly, with con-
stant recourse to'the “no comment” for-
mula —even-when, in context, such an
answér.can only:serve to confirm that
thé. -questioni:deserves an affirmative
answer. -toiaihe oo

- It appears:thut-those reéleased were
notrequired to!give a formal undertak-
ing not:to:spea K110 the Eress, but one
said suchranundertaking had been given
. voluntarily. "Ehga' were required to dis-

contihue any sotial work with organisa-

tions named in the alleged conspiracy,
which has caused at least one full-time
employee of a Catholic Church social
organisation to change employment.
Under the ‘terms of their release,
they are also forbidden to leave Singa-
pore or join any registered society with-

out'permission; and would be liable to-

retirn to detention if they involve them-
selves with any activity considered sub-
versive or associate in any way with any
organisation propagating Marxism or
communism, : '

Despite the release of 16 of the 22
within four months, the confessional
TV appearances and government state-
ments that they responded well to re-
habilitation and weré’ unlikely to re-
sume subversive activities and no longer
posed a security threat, some questions
remdin unanswered. T

Since the government denies any tor-

TAY HOON

Goh: reservations about using ISA, .

ture or coercion was used to’ obtain
statements, why do those ex-détainces
contacted decline to either confirm or
deny this? - -~ C
Why were statements made in the
TV broadcasts directly.contradictory in
many cases to signed statements made
for submission to an Advisory Board in
petitions for release? .
One of the former detainees
e?lained that- those free had to con-
sider the effécts any statements might
have on the length of detention to be

served by the others. One said this point




danger that the scheme.could backfire
and gresent the opposition with a three-
seat bonus.. . .

Political analysts believe there is a
mor¢ than even chance that the PAP

‘will, in fact, go to the polls without-in-

troducing the change, taking the oppor-
tunity to seek a-popular mandate for
constitutional changes if it considers
them necessary later. Hence the opera-
tion to suppress any dissent ahead of the
election, -

The detainees who have been re-
leased have had to.undertake not to re-
sume .any political.- activity, travel
abroad or even join a registered society
without permission. . - -,

Most of the social and student or-
ganisations they were connected with
are badly frightened and dispirited. The
Catholic Church, .which. officially’ ac-
cepted the accusations against its social
workers, suspended four priests and has
scaled down its social work, with an
undertaking that it will keep well away
from politics (REvIEW, 11'June), .
--+-:And a warning-in his National Day
speech in August by.Lee about ail reli-
gions avoiding - politics ‘has certainly
been listened to. Two Muslim organisa-
tions — Perdaus, the Aduilt Muslim Re-
ligious. Students' Association and .Per-
gas, the Singapore’ Muslim Religious

-Teachers’: - Association — have an--

nounced their infention.to withdraw

-from the Centrai Council.of Malay Cul-

tural Organisations .(Majlis Pusat) for
fear of involvement in politics, despite

the.council’s denial of any such involve- |-

ment. L

Such action is symptomatic of the

ultra-caution being exhibited by maay
organisations and individuals on the
fringes of social work, in the wake of the
detentions. v 7 |
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sponded: “The government does not

pondence with publishers of journals. If
you publish these allegations, the gov-
ernment will deal with them.”)

The allegations include:
» Atleast three of the female detainees
were slapped in the face during interro-
gation itP they gave “bad” answers, At
least one of them was hit hard enough to
cause visible bruisés.. . v -
» Detainees, who had been arrested in
their ‘liomes during the night, were
taken, $ome b!indfoFd :
Road ' Detention . Centre” where, they
were kept in solitary confinément and
under ‘éonstant interrogation by teams

or no sleep.

intensive air-conditioning, so that they
all siffered from’ the cold. The de-
tainees, having dressed hurriedly, wore
short-sleeved shirts or thin drésses, The
questioners were.in heavy clothing, One
woman later serit out a request 1o rela-
tives that she be sent the thickest sweat-

er that ¢ould be bought. " "

forced-fo-stand in"d cold room: without
her shoes on, was subjected to ingults

shouting.from- an ‘adjoining:rogr, was
told her:friends were:Fhaving & bad
#2She” alfo: ‘claimeds:she was
in-

. threz_i

tened with.harsher treatmer

o T

reply to allegations in private corres-

ed, to the Whitley -

of officers for up to three days with little

» Théy were questioned i Tooms with-

» Oneiwoman detairiee alleged she y)as

about. her private. life"andi*on hearing-

cluding cold showers and being made to
sit on a block of ice — a technique other
detainees in the past have claimed: was
used.: ARSI PE S
b Detdinees were made to sit- during
uestioning with spotlights shining ‘in
their eyes so that they could not see
their questioners clearly, - RN
-. During this intensive period of ques-
tioning, one detainee ctaimed.later to

3

-have agreed to having attended asocial

gathering at which she had allegedly
met and talked to certain peoplé; de-
spite tii¢ fact that in retrospect she could

-not remember this, Having said thisina

signed statement, in-her TV appearance
she indicated she could remember the
occasion.without-hesitation,.

- 4! '

: Affer thls .first; period, -é's;ofter ap-

proach. was:adopted, though occa-

'sionally harsher questioning-and condi-

tions were resumed. The detaineeswere

still kept in solitary confinement. -

They were required to write a list of
the names of 200 people they knew and
then to answer a: list of detailed ques-
tions, Those close to them say the. de-
tainees claim that often their answers
were discussed and-alternative wording
was suggested — and often agreed to —
whichsubtly changed the original mean-
ing. - - - . ,

Once the list. of questions and

‘answers was completed. to the inter-
rogators’- satisfaction, -the - detainees

i 1

had been made by Internal Security De-
partment officers. - .

Perhaps .the most revealing answer
to the question of why a detainee had
cooperated by taking part in the TV in-
terview while :not believing that there
had been sufficient reason for being de-
tained, was: “You have .to understand
how this country isrun,” -

What.does that mean? Threats of.

further detention? “It is not just oneself
one has to think about,” this former de-
tainee replied.... . = -

From various . -sources,
written statements by detainees, the.
REVIEW has compiled allegations about

" how at least some of the detainees were

treated ‘which suggest that, if true,
Prime Minister Lee ' Kuan Yew’s ruling
that there should be-*no.torture, .no
coercion, no distortion of the truth®
may not have been observed,- All those
involved are understandably nervous of
the consequences of revealing details
and none wishes to be identified;
(These allegations were put to the
Singapore Government, which - re-

iﬁcluding ’
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On'é of six people détained in a
second swoop on 21 June was Chew
Kheng Chuan, a Harvard graduate
who, with his wife, runs a typesetting
business,

involvement with the theatrical group
Third Stage. After 12 weeks of deten-

Advisory Board, he was released.
Chew refuses to comment publicly

been circulating in Singaporeé. The
REVIEW has verified they were made by
him, though he has not consented to
their publication.

According to legal advice obtained
from Singapore and Hongkong, there

Singapore’s national security, The
REVIEW has therefore decided to.run
extracts from Chew’s statentents,

In his first representation, Chew
stated that he had never acted in a
manner prejudicial to the security
of Singapore and was never involved
in a Marxist conspiracy to subvert the
sacial and political system in Singapore,
while freely agreeing to his involve-

‘| ment.in a discussion group in Britain in

F s

A statement of beliefs'

-which Tan Wah Pibw was also a member.

He was detained particularly for his.
tion and an appearance before the ISA

about his detention or his reactions to it.
However copies of fwo statements have,

are no grounds against publishing such:
statements, nor can there be any sugges--
tion that their publication involves:

“In" the -second tepresentation, he
stated that though, as'a student, he be-

.came familiar with the theories of Marx

— as well as “with the writings and
theories of Hobbes, Adam Smith, John
Locke, John Stuart Mill, Alexis de Toc-
queville and Max Weber” -— he is-not a
Marxist. He claimed that his actions
should convincingly show that he is in-
clined to capitalism rather than Marx-
ism, After gradilation thefirst worked
for the Development Bank of Singapore
and then, two years ago, founded his
OWR company. .- L2

Chew then said:

... 1f1am no Marxist, much less in-

volved in a conspiracy, what '‘am I

ideologically or politically? 1 am a

-demoerat, a believer.in an open and

democratic polity and in the virtues of

‘an open and accountable government.

“I strongly believe that for society to
be meaningfully called democratic, in-
terest: and -action® in ‘politics cannot be

-the sole prerogative of the professional

Eoliticiar‘f. A citizen of a democracy, to
e worthy-of that society, has not just
the right, but indeed the duty to partici-
pate in the political life of his or her.so-
ciety. It is a grave danger to democracy
to suggest that for one to comment on
political and social issues or to hold dif-

p yR#)
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were taken over them again and againin
preparation for the TV appearance, it is
alleged. T

* Even then, many times a question
and its answer had to be shot more than
once, . The “confession” of Vincent
Cheng, alleged to be the central figure
in the -conspiracy,.js claimed to have
been filmed'over ‘at least two days, with
the four journalists who put the ques-
tions being told to wear exactly the same
colour shirts each day to suggest it was
all shotatonce. .

Even so, the finished produgt is far |

from cpnvincinf. There are repeated
sudden’ cuts, Ofte

quéstion which has been hedrd in the
“voice over.” At very few points are the
* four journalists actually seen’ on SCIeen

with Cheng. When. the film:-cuts- to. i

them, the colour quality is obviously dif-
ferent, suggesting-that some shots were
taken at a
pletely separately, .. :
‘There is heavy use of “cut-away”
shots — cutting to another person while
the voice continues — which is a well
known device in‘TV to disguise editing
or.cuts.: Pl s Py
- During most of the interview, words
are suggested to Cheng, ratherthan him
volunteering 1 them, One. example- of
this, taken from the official transcript, is
glaring; ‘ R o
- Having

s

n it is far’ from clear [f
whether Cheng is actually answering the.

ifferent time, possibly.com- f

said.thét~Ta:i:Wéh .i;'iow in-

troduced him to the works of Mao
Zedong, the following exchange takes
place: . . r;.s.:-.-
Q: Were you attracted by what you read?.
A: Ohyes,yes..: . . .p - ,
! o o I ”
Q: Soyouwere fascinated by theideology?
Ac: Twas, yes. - e
During. the first part ofi the deten-
tion,-several lawyers representing the
detairices had meetings in an:effort to
P ] .;.

coordinate. their strategy. There was
talk of filing writs for habeus. corpus to
obtain their clients’ freedom. But
gradually, as the:interrogations con-
tinued, instructions from the:detainees
started to change. Instructionsbecame
so confusing and contradictory that the
lawyers saw no point in any:further ef-
fort at coordination and stopped at-
tempting to act as a group.- «opc

. Eventually, all the detaineeg decided

oty

against:taking legal-action to seek their -
release, though five.of them did petition
for hearings befarg:the Advisory Board
to ask.for releasd.yFour hearings were
held and all:four:detainees—business- -
man Chew.Kheng GChian; lawyers Teo
Soh Lung andnidlang.FongiiHar and
formen ! student:association:;employee
Chung Lai Mei’i}-iare among:those re-
leased.:s The - fifths person,i Kevin: de
Souza,::a _full-timeywolunteer; worker .
with the Catholic Students!:Society at
the Singapore Polytechnic, was'denied a

7 hearing on the techinical ground that the
application was:matle too late, This is

under appeal. saimoniiet eay

Most of the detainees, even those .
who are fawyers themselves, instructed
their representatives that they had de-
cided ‘they ;would, #ather: conform’ to
what was required than prolong their in-

Y terrogation  and, queisanirag- At was

made- clear‘to’ thEm’ that the’léngth’of

4y their detention would depend on how

cooperative theywere, (s -
Although officially it was announced
after th initial interrogation period that
Cheng would be detained {or two years,
and another 1l:wonld sérve: one year,
the detainees were:given toiunderstand
that these were; merely maximum sen-
tences which would-be reviewed every
three months; so.their.behaviour would
still determine ithe length of time they
would be in custody.-Six of the:11 have
aiready been released. - Michael Malik
C e b aated, vsdewnd e

P N PR T N _
fering political opinions, one should go
and form a political party to take on the
government! o . )

"Has the cftizen no political voice,
other than a vote once in every four
years; that cannot be articulated freely
and responsibly, but only through-the
medivm of a professional politician?
Such is a situation even more than that
of the-common mart’s crippling depen-

- dency on ‘experts” -~ whether plumber
or temple medium, It will lead to-a so-
ciety where only the authorised, fegis-

tered, professionally  affiliated expert ' -

can comment on the subject under his or
her purview: N

n such a society, a cabinet minister

S i RN

-Later in his representation, Chew
said: . . - .\ a3 -

“And what were my- actions, espe-
cially those which have led the-govern-
ment to believe that I was acting in a
manner prejudicial to‘the seéurity of
Singapore? Here, a general puzzlement
invades... ¢ . = 07 iniion

“In the last five years, I"havé been
exerting myself strenuously in:the hope
of capitalistic promise yet-1 am accused
of involvement in a Marxist corispiracy.
-*I do not question the right,-indeed
[ o A H N

“I e
would have no business comment- 5

ing on; say, genetics and procreation, no
matter how rational-orwell-méaning.

For he is a politician;‘and not a geneti-

.cist, or a marriage counsellor. In such a

sotciety, we have to sdy, however reluc- F

tantly; to ‘thé minister, ‘Take off your
political cloak. Take it off! Comment on
procreation issues by all meéans, but go
and found an Institute of Genetics, or,
at the very least get yourself qualified as
a marriage counsellor, then let us hear
what you have tosay.” * - : . ‘
“Put this way, the absurdity of want-
ing to restrict Eartici ation of citizensin
political life by
or found - political rparties ‘becomes
clearer.” :

asking them'to join

the: duty; of the: Internal Security De-
partment to question me exhaustively
‘on all my past activities deemed to be of
‘security’ interest, traumatic as-this ex-

erience has proved for myself, my
amily, and my -business. However, 1
question the justice of ‘my:-detention
after I cleared all doubts-and-questions
regarding my activities of sevén years
-ago, and espectally, my lack of activities

BN Wb GOIE e gk, ! e
these last five yearsIs this not an abuse
of preventive-deténtion?- 115! .

“1 have always-acted to buildup, not
break down, theibody: politic:-I have
never knowingly atted in: manner pre-
judicial to the secufity-of:Singapore or
against the interests:of our-nation. And |
if I had acted unknowingly; how could I
have been involved .inva’conspitacy?
This is'a simple yet profound and grevi-
ously ‘unfortunatemitcontradiction ~ in
terms. b - saglhieg st aunani

Addressing: the Guestion’of what-h
would do if reledsed; Chew:onéluded

7 tothe board: i+ zsimine s = giznte.

“My-most immiediate task woultd-be
to atterid to the deminds of my'business
which :ha§ been idisfuptedsbut: is now
being-managed; Wwithi tremendous pres-
sure placed on Hersshoulders; by my
wife, 'who’is the‘ofher managing part-
ner, . it b oo ool o waEsnu o b

“Thave been=sufﬁcienlly‘diéf;qpraged
by my arrest and detention from Wishing

| to continte living but’my political be-

liefs of frée associdtion andiresponsible
articipation in‘thatpolitical process in
ingapofe,’ outsidesof being ‘a-'profes-
sional politician is B Pen sl T
“My crime. it*%ppearﬁ; is- Oné of -as-
sociatioii:*1-consider tiun insult that 1
might have:been-#oting:-on'the instruc-
tions of anyone! Fant'not the cancer that
can easily reproducejtself but the faith-
ful healthy‘organism-that got-blasted in
the political :chemotherapy:ithat - was
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applied in this'séturity operation. It was
bitter and lethal medicine. ... »

“Who, as they!say, needs it? [ had
only sought tc domiy little bit as an edu-
cated citizen-in a-democratit society. It

was so little that- I liéd not even begun to.

seek public recognition’ for my efforts,
let alone the attentions of the Internal
Security Department (ISD). If T had felt
quite safe, it was because I was no com-
munist, pro-communist nor communist
sympathiser:t.ivboyd . T
“Invtheir conduct; of .my-interroga-
tion, thé:A1SD:hasdaid that T was forth-
coming. It<is not difficult to understand
why I was so forthcoming. 1 had nothing

R 1} 1113 IR

to hide, I had no organisation'tq pro-
tect, no shibboleth to uphold, no cause
to die for. My only fear was to irrespon-
sibly implicate friends where I had no
control over how the information I gave
might be used against them. .
“But even this last -reservation
evaporated when [ was threatened with
the arrest of my wife and indefinite de-
tentionfor myself. To be a rebel without
a causé is foolish enough; to be a martyr

withoiit one is murderously stupid..Tam |

neither the former nor wish to be the lat-
ter. I shall become like other Singapo-
reans.— eschew politics — and pursue
Weanh}_” - . - .

NI L A
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Secutityof thestate

Asedn laWy8r discuss different types of detention laws

©oonr Lty Blga o ok
By Suhainl Aznam [n Kuala Lumpur
= he:scommutiistizithreat; real or
: N imagined,’is ‘the common justifica-
tion given by :allitheifive dlder Asean
governments for ghacting internal secu-
rity laws which ‘provide for preventive
detention i.without'-trial. History has
given them' differént:forms of govern-
ment but whethénimder military rule or
civil ‘bureaucracyy! each ‘has:its own
methods of dealing with “the-enemies of
the ‘Reople.'i’- LI T

t a low-key Asian Human Rights
Commission’ woikshop heré from 5-8
October,: -a - gathiering -ofiabout 10
Asean human-rights:tawyers and work-
ers — Brunei was the only member not
represented — concluded that it was im-
portant sfo . differentiate between the
security.of the people and the security of
the state,qnot, hecessarily - the same
thing.> The concept,iof. security: of the
people; however, tautomatically raised
the question.#secyrity -from. whom?”
one.delegate; commented. [ Jn many of
the instances the participants described,
the citizen’s, right,to-a-trial was denied
thenrby the state itself. - :

Indonesia’s enemies of the state, for
instance; fall into.:five categories —
communists, Islamic radicals, other rad-
icals, -liberals and;former; dissatisfied
officials such..as)retired .generals, civil
servants.and university professors, said
Indonesian lawyerilohn . Yap, himself a
former detainee, “In such an atmo-
sphere;.there/isink.ehoice but to remain
s1len{,?,’ he addedasist,- & 1vis-

- This;: feultureyof silence”, was re-
peatedly.-cited; byjithe speakers as a
major reason governments could main-
tain such laws. Some 30-40%.of In-
donesia’s grassroots are illiterate, said
Yap.."When the ggvernment decides to
take . their: Jand, they. transmigrate,
evicted -withoutqimuch compensation
and little fuss.”, Meanwhile ;. with a mili-
tary corps on campus, students are very
regimented,. all sogial and political or-
ganisations raust he.registered, and one

must have a permit to visit villages or to
h;)ld-assemblies of more than five peo-
ple. 4 ‘ :

More importantly, - the concept of
opposition: is foreign to Indonesian,
especially Javanese, culture whére one
must strive for harmony in life through
musyawarat (discussion and consensus),
addedAbdul Hakim Nusantara, head
of Indonesia’s Legal Aid Foundation,
An army of 250,000 is-able to control a
population of 170 miilion,

In contrast, the Philippine army was
helpless:when the people took to the
streets to overthrow former president
Ferdinand -Marcos after-nine ‘years of
what.he-himself had termed “constitu-
tionalnj:authoritarianism,” reminded
Sonja--Paras Morch, a lay.worker for
the .-Philippines’ . Protestant Lawyers
League, During that time there were
161 - documented . cases -of . prisoners
being . ¥salvaged” — the euphemism
coined;: for executions without. - trial,
There were also:12 cases of “involuntary
disappearance” in the first-six months
after the 1981 lifting of martial law, she
added." -

Although President Corazon Aqui-
no released many political .. prison-
ers, some remained, and some others
were arrested " after . $he -came into
power; said Morch., .. - .. 0

the civiliangovernments of Ma-

n
U laysia and Singapore,the Internal

Secunity Act (ISA) remains the most
obvious method of preventive deten-
tion. Sinte independence, the Malay-
sian Government has used it against
nine -categories of perceived public
enemies: political opponents within and
outside the ruling parties, trade union-
ists, ‘student activists, university . lec-
turers,.religious extremists, journalists,
lawyers-and economic,saboteurs, . said
Malaysian. lawyer Tommy Thomas. In
June 1986, Malaysia’s ISA detainees
numbered 27, down from 600-700in 1981.

. "The most dramatic use of the ISA in
recent years was probably the Singa-
pore Government's arrest of 22 lawyers
and Christian workers in May and June,
Despite Prime Minister Lee Kuan
Yew's argument that he would not
“allow subversives to get away by insist-
ing that I [have] got to prove everything
against them in a court,” the ISA is also
used- where the: state clearly had the
needed evidence, said lawyer Francis
Seow. An example was that of four
Malay men, arrested under the ISA for
allegedly preparing to stir up communal -
hatred and clashes. A cache of arms was
also found, Since they also publicly ad-
mitted their guilt there would be evi-
dence enough, yet still they remained in
detention without trial.

+. While the ISA may be the mare re-
nowned, it was not Singapore’s only
avenue for “arbitrary arrest and detention
without trial during peacetime,” said
another Singapore-based lawyer, Su-
bhas Anandan, It also could use the Crim-
inal Law (Temporary Provision) Act,
usually used in drug or triad-related
cases, to protect witnesses. Introduced
in 1955, the ordinance was supposed to
have lasted for three years, Instead, 32
years and 25 amendments later, the re-
vised Act contains an entire new sec-
tion entitled “Detention [Without
Trial].” . o
~Under the.act, the home minister
need only be satisfied that a person has
been “agsociated with activiiies of a crim-
inal nature,” to have him detained for
up to one year or have him placed under
police supervision for up to three years.
The definition of criminal activities are
wide, as are the minister’s discretionary
powers in determining what constitutes
association and how far back into a per-
son’s past such. associations. may be
deemed to have relevance, said Subhas.
In addition, the president may ex-
tend such detention indefinitely, for a
year at a time, so that more than.half
serve at least five years and some de-
tainees have been held for more than 12
years. (R
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