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Asia’s Touchy Tiger

Someone shrewdly described Singapore as a
capitalist society run by a Leninist party. That’s the
People’s Action Party, whose-unquestioned boss is
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew, For 29 years, Mr.
Lee has been a largely benevolent autocrat, helping
guide Singapore’s. 2.6 million people to the third-
highest living standard in Asia, with an annual per
capita income of $7,000. But more recently, the re-
gime seems to have lost its balance, indulging in
ugly police-state repression,

Reportedly, Mr. Lee wants to prepare for the
succession of his son, Brig. Gen. Lee Hsien Loong.
General Lee is expected to assume power in Sep-

- tember when the Prime Minister turns 65. It's possi-
' ble that Singaporeans, of whom 76 percent are eth-
" nic Chinese, would welcome such a transfer.

But the truth is hard to determine since Mr. Lee

doesn’t tolerate opposition, stifles the local press
- and slashes the circulation of insufficiently admir-

ing foreign publications, like Time and The Asian

" wall Street Journal.

More sinister is the nasty use of a left-over Brit-

“ ish Internal Security Act to detain Singaporeans
* without trial. The Government a year ago detained

@

£

22 young men and women, many of them active
Roman Catholics, on charges of plotting a Marxist
revolution once Mr, Lee stepped down.

Their more likely offense is suggested by a pur-
ported “directing figure,” Tan Wah Piow: “My pri-
mary political concern, especially after coming to
Oxford to read law at Balliol, is how best we Singa-
poreans can strengthen the guarantee of civil liber-
ties which are espoused in the Constitution.”

After the 22 dissidents were released, eight of

_them bravely issued a statement alleging that they

had been mistreated. They were rearrested at once.
Last week, incredibly, Francis Seow, a former So-
licitor General, was also detained when he sought to
represent two jailed Singaporeans. And now the
Government has forced the removal of a U.S. diplo-
mat, Mason Hendrickson, after he gathered infor-
mation about the controversy.

Thus Singapore retreals into repression while
democracy makes dramatic gains in those other
Asian tigers, South Korea and Taiwan. Does Lee

Kuan Yew believe that stifling debate and jailing'

opponents somehow won't be noticed as he tries to
maneuver his son into the saddle?

Singapore goes too far

NO government is anxious to have
foreign ' diplomats or journalists --
interfering in its internal affairs and
the complaints of Singapore’s Deputy .
Prime Minister, Mr Goh Chok Tong,
about criticism of his country’s record
in civil liberties are not very different
from those made by many ministers
throughout the world,

Mr Goh has struck a familiar note
in his warnings to foreigmers that,
although they ‘are’ welcomed in
Singapore, they face the risk of
expulsion or detention without trial if
they “meddie” in Singapore’s politics.

Warnings of this kind have come
quite often from dictatorships and
semi-dictatorships at both ends of the
political spectrum, although Mr Goh
has been rather more threatening than
many other disgruniled government
spokesmen in such circumstances.

His uncompromising statement has
followed the expulsion of the first
secretary of the United States
Embassy, and protests made in
Western democratic nations which
have, throughout Singapore’s brief
history as an independent nation,
generally heen its closest friends and
warmest supporters, '

In most of these countries,
including Australia, criticisms have
long been made about aspects of the
Singapore Government's measures to
safeguard its internal security. These
criticisms have often been made more
in sorrow than in anger because,
although Singapore has never qualified
as one of the most exemplary
democracies, it has been a relatively
free and open society by the standards

little

‘applied

dangerous environment than other
democracies such as Australia or
Sweden.- . :
It has had to face the prospect of
violent racial and religious conilict. It
has, at least in its early days, been
threatened
communist subversion -and
sirrounded by larger nations with
respect
institutions,
~ None of this, however,
sufficlent excuse for the repressive
measures that its Government has
to  citizens
legitimate dissent and taking part in
. political activities that should be
lawful in any country calling itself a
democracy,

Singapore has benefited from the
economic and political co-operation of
the world's democracies. What its
Government does inside
borders is indeed its business, But it
should recognise that, if it shows
contempt for the wvalues of its
traditionat friends, it could find the

" world a very lonely place to live in.

. of its region, if riot of the world, - .-

_ -Singapore could not be seriously
‘accused sof
although Mr Leé Kuan Yew seems to
have shown increasingly authoritarian
tendencies \
government as a -young
dernocrat, -he has held his office
because lie won elections with the
votes of the majority .of Singapore's

totalitarianism and,

since he first won

social

. citizens, .
It has also been recognised by \
- reasonable foreign observers that Tae Auslro\.lum|
Singapore ‘lives in a much more Edidov ‘u
]
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Democrats in Singapore

Compliments are due the Singa-
pore government for finally Jetting his
lawyers see Francis Seow, a former
solicitor general and potential opposi-
tion candidate for Parliament, after
only 10 days of incommunicado cap-
tivity. We're grateful that Singapore
has not yet become the kind of place
where former high officials simply
disappear, and that the rumors of Mr.
Seow's heart attack while under inter-
rogation proved unfounded.

Compliments are due the Singa-
pore government, too, for releasing a
“confession’ that reflects great credit
on its prisoner and little if any credit
on itself. Mr. Seow signed a 28-page
statutory declaration that describes in
detail how he sought views, even from
foreigners, on how to enter party poli-
tics. Mr. Seow's declaration also notes
that he defended free speech, at-
tended a number of legal and human-
rights conferences outside Singapore,
and collaborated with a former Singa-
pore president, Devan Nair, in writing
an article critical of Prime Minister
Lee Kuan Yew, which was published
May 11 in this newspaper. The details
add up to a reasonable and, indeed,
routine picture of someone preparing
to head an opposition slate in parlia-
mentary elections. In short, Mr. Seow
has confessed that he is a democrat.

Mr. Seow also confessed that he
looked for a country of possible asy-
lum, should his venture into opposition
politics prove overly hazardous. On
the evidence, that was prudent, It is
now 18 nights since Mr. Seow was ar-
rested under the Internal Security
Act—which permits detention without
trial—for investigation into the above
activities. Be is still in captivity, Per-
haps he is being offered the opportu-
nity to make further confessions.
~ But in Lee Kuan Yew's Singapore,
Mr. Seow may have confessed already
to the unforgivable offense —that he is
a person of real stature who has at-
tempted to stand up to Lee Kuan Yew.
Mr. Seow is not the first person to find
his political career in jeopardy for
sttch an attempt. In recent years
we've seen one of the two opposition
members of the 79-seat Parliament,

Joshua B. Jeyaretnam, forced to re-
sign after investigation into the fi-
nances of his Worker's Party. Now it
seems the Singapore government is
digging through a vanload of docu-
ments, confiScated from Mr. Seow’s
offices, to discover how Mr. Seow paid
his phone hills.

In 1985, former President Devan
Nair was forced to resign after Mr,
Lee denounced him for alcoholism—2a
charge Mr, Nair later controverted.
In any event, Mr, Nair didn't deserve
the treatment he received from Mr.
Lee's government, Now we're seeing
Mr. Nair denounced again, this time
for offering political advice to Mr.
Seow. The problem is not simply that
Mr. Nair might have worked on the
article published May 11 on these
pages, something that strikes us as
hardly enough to threaten the state
security of Singapore. But according
to Senior Minister S. Rajaratnam, Mr.
Nair also committed such offenses as
not advising Mr. Seow to disciose his
political plans first to Singaporeans
rather than to foreigners,

The fear of “foreign interference
in Singapore's affairs raises an impor-
tant point. Were there a forum in Sin-
gapore where people such as Francis
Seow and Devan Nair could present
their case, there'd be far less need to
ook for outlets abroad. Having de-
terred criticism in the domestic press,
Mr. Lee has driven his critics into the
international publications as a last re-
sort. Whatever role this newspaper
might now play in Singapore's do-
mestic polities is not one we sought; it
was thrust on us by Lee Kuan Yew
himself. And after observing the or-
deal of Francis Seow, what responsi-
ble Singaporean preparing to enter op-
position politics wouldn't seek con-
tacts and assurances of asylum
abroad?

Singapore's argument is not with
the foreign press or the U.S. govern-
ment. That is a pretext. The reality is

" that having brought Singapore so far,

Lee Kuan Yew now chooses to sacri-
fice further development rather than
allow any hint of internal political op-
position,
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By JeroMz A, COHEN '

SINGAPORE - The arrest of Francls
‘Seow In Singapore earller thls month
helps focus attentlon on a Katkaesque sce:
nrarle that has been playing for some time
in the island republic, It {s now 17 nights

since Mr, Seow-a former soliellor gen:

-eral and former president of the Law
Soclety—was pleked up under the Internal
Securlty Act, Last week, the Singapore
government released a statulory declara-
tlon signed by Mr, Seow while in custody.
It 1s not yet clear whether this fs the full
“statement”’ the Slngapore government
has promised he wili deliver. Mr, Seow
has been held incomumunicado for most of
the time since his arrest. As of last night
. he was stilt In custody. .
. Mr, Seow's lawyers, who saw hlm
briefly last week, reported that he seemed
in god condition. Buf it's worth bearing
in mind that the Singapore  government's
precedents for exiracting statements from
detainees éan be ugly, Based on the ac-
counts of a number of the 22 alleged
“Mardist conspirators” whe were rear
“rested last month after recanting thelr
1 confessions of last year, It's possible to
plece together a pleture of state Interroga-
tlon as sometlmes practiced in Singe--
pore: , o
Late one night, security offfcers de-
seend upon the homes of a handful of in-
telietuals. The men and women they at--
rest are mostly Christian social activists
and lawyers who have recently been chal-
*| lenging certain’ government: polices. The
plainclothes officers take them away,’
‘t some biindfolded, after telling the con--

cerned families only that the case 'in- -

4 volves a conspiracy to undermine the se-’
3 curity of the state, At the detention center,
1 the ofticers remove the suspects’ blind-
folds, and make them exchange their
1 clothes, including underwesar, for prison
1: garb. The Irightened detainees are taken,
1 barelost, to sepatate, cold and Windowless
rooms. There, the around-the-clock inter
rogation begins,

1 Continuous Bombardment

The individual suspect Is deéfenseless,
unable to contact relatives, friends or law-
yers. Six or seven Interrogators enclrcle
him ard focus spottights on him, From the
shadows, they continuously bombard him
with questions, charges and shouts. They
urge him to confess, hour after hour,
When the Interrogators tire, a fresh team
is brought in to renew the pressure.

The increasingly exhausted detainee Is
permitted only the briefest of rests, After
two or three days and nlghts, he Is finally
taken to a tiny, bare cell, Although lis
-concrete bed lacks a mattress, bianket
and pillow - amenitles he is told will come
it he Is cooperative—he falls asleep. An
hour later, he is awakened and taken for
more grilling, .

Usually, for ‘“sofi'" intellectuals,
roughly three or four days of such continu-
ous guestioning Is required to break thelr
resistance, as the alleged conspirator be-
comes increasingly weak, 'confused and
demnoralized. If he [s stubbomn or unwise
enough to talk back, an Interrogator may
slap him fepeatedly, threaten greater vie-
lence and make him stand for 26 hours at
a stretch under a high-powered air condi-
tioner, perhaps.enhancing the chill by
deusing him with water.

Of course, such harshness is not al-
ways necessary. The 'Singapore authorl-
ties have other methods as well, "Persua-
ston” Is more effectlve and leaves no visi-
ble sears, Its ingredlents are simple. Iso-
lation-no one ean help you but yourself;
you will be here Indefinitely and alone,
perhaps {or as long a3 20 years, unless you

. —

confess; .Gutlt-you have caused great

worry to your family and unless you con-

fess we may have to arrest them as

well; but as soon as you answer these |
_questions, they will be {ine and you will

see them. Resentmient-you prohably
didn't even know about the conspiracy;
the ringleader duped you Into becoming a

foll, Decelt - the others have already con- -

fessed and are belng ireéated lenlently;
only you will be the fall puy because of
polntless resistance, Hopelessness-a law-
yer will only make your plight worse and

waslte your money, and the courts can't |

interfere In casps of subverslon, Sympa-
thy—you're essentially a good person who
was misled. Your friendly-case officer will
help you re-integrate Into soclety after you

Usually, for “soft” -
tellectuals, roughly three
‘or four days of such con-
tinuous questioning is re-
quired Yo break their resis-
tance, as the alleged con-
" spirator becomes increas-
-ingly weak, confused and
demoralized. .

tape a confession for the state's televislon

station, assuming you say your lines as-

rehearsed, .

Small wonder, then, that the 22 politi-
cal actlvists detained without trlal last
year confessed fo a Marx!st consplracy to
undermine the government, Or that 10°
days alter thelr rearrests for repudiating
those confesslons on April 18, elght of the
originat detainees then signed statutory
declaratlons {SDs} in which they appar-
ently recanted their recent allegations
agalnst the government, A few other ex-
detainees also slgned SDs, under the

threat of rearrest, .-
Yet the surprisingly skimpy 8Ds In fo |

way substitute for an independent com-
misslon of inquiry-an ldea the Singapore

government frst endorsed, and then.

dropped when it got the SDs, Alt ‘were
made under apparently coercive.circum-

tention, The one April 18 slgner not In cus-
tody~because she Is stil abread-has re-
affirmed the detainees' public statement
and has expressed her admiratlon for the
elght who “held out for so many days"
before being forced to recant, Even If one

“stances—most during Incommunleado de-

{akes the SDs at face value, a close exam-

Ination reveals that, while some of the de-

- talnees state they-were not physically tor-

tured, others are censpleuously ‘silent on
this Issue, Moreover, none have renounced
the claim made in the Apzil 18 statement
that most of the signers were subjected to
physleal assaults while in detentlon. The
SDs also contirm the application of-ag
one put it-"certain disorfentation lech-
nfques" baséd on sleep deprivation and'
“protracted stressful gueéstloning,” and
reveal the profound resentment of the ac-
cused at government editing ard distor-

tions of thelr taped and televised “confes- .

sions." .

With the prolonged detentlon of Mr,
Seow, the Singapore government's.credl-
bility continues to ebb, Less than four
hours after he appeared In couri on May
6, inltiating & habeas corpus petition to try
to test the legality ol such detentlons with-
out trial, ha was apprehended while at the
detentfon center to intervlew his clients,
Mr. Scow, Itk some ol tho originnt dos

©

Interrogation in Singapore

tainees, was reportediy preparing to enter
party polities in an effort to shore up the
oppositton to Prime Minister Lee Kuan
Yew's People's Actlon Party. He was ar-

_ rested, government sources claimed, not

becauss of his representation of the de-
{ainees but because of his alleged involve-
ment in “forelgn interference in Slnga-
pore’s Internal atfairs.” .

- Glven the government's eiferis to con-
vince the public of a close connection be-

tween the socalled Marxist conspirators |

and the Communlst parties of Malaysia

and the Phillppines, one might have ex- |

pected the alleged forelgn interference Lo
come from those sources. Instead, a day
after Mr, Seow's arrest, the government
declared that the sinister forelgn influence

was that of Amerlca's. According to Sin- |

gapore’s Home Affairs Ministry, U.S. dip-

lomats had been meeting younger law- °
yers, including the detained Patrick

Seong, to urge them to enter politics

against the P.A.P, Moreover, In a press *

release brimming with innuendo, the gov-

emment suggested that Mr. Seow may °
have recelved funds from the U.S. govern- -
ment, which also allegedly offered fo fi- ~

nance the campaigns of a large num- -

ber of opposiiion candldates.

Whatever the truth of these assertions, &

which are denfed by the U.S., this pretest
fits in neatly with a serles ol actions by

the Singapore government des!gned to in- °
timidate Into conformity yarious segments -

of the populatlon—opposition politiclans, -~

the church, the press, the legal profession,
the unlons, and the unlversities—and to

diminlsh their contacts with forelgners. |

The overall goal appears (o be o perpetu- -

ate one-party rule at a Ume when signifi-

cant two-party systems seem to be evoly- -

Ing In Taiwan and South Korea; and Sin-
.gapore Is confrentlng the prospect of los-

Ing its charismatii: fiest generation leader- -

ship.

-‘Burled in Slime’ . .
The end of the affalr Is not in sight, but * -

everything that has thus far transpired -

gapore's former chief minister, once sald:
"Unfortunately, .., In our traditlon ...

a cltizen who criticlzes his government is
a traifor and a political oppenent is an -

enemy who must be burled In slime of

- ghuse and viclous distortion.” Or, as for-

mer Singapore President C.V. Devan Nalr
put it last year, “,.. the government

Is known to react ilke a scalded polecat to -
-even mild eritfefsm.” "

1f these quotations are. distasteful to
Prime Minister Lee and his able col-

leagues, perhaps they will prefer to recall |

the future prime minister’s own remarks
during the 1956 parllamentary debate on

the Emergency Regulatlons that were an *

antecedent of the ISA, Wher Singapore
was still a colony and {ts domestic and
Internatfonal security position was not as
vobust as. now, he sald, “If you believe
that men should be free, then they should
have the right of free assoclation, of free

- speech, of -free publication, Then no law

should permit those democratic processes
to be set a! naught, and no excuse,
whether security, inconvenlence to the
traffic, or inconvenience to pelice officers,
should allow a government to be deterred
from doing what it knows fo be right, and
what 1t must know -to be right."

- Mr. Coken visited Singapore receatly
as a representative of the human rights
organization, Asie Waltch., He is a former
director of East Asian Legol Studies at
Harvard University and now an inlerna.
tional {mwyer bnsed in Hong Kong,

ASIAN  WRLL STREET JOURNAL

" brings {6 mind what David Marshall, Sin- °
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HE re-arrest in Singa-
pore on April 19 of eight
former detainees, who
had issued a press stafe-
ment the previous day describ-
ing the malireatment they had
suffered wpile in prison and
refuting charges against them
of a “conspivacy", is in keeping
with the increasingly intolerant
and dictutorial nature of the
Singapore Government —— in
particular of the veteran Prime
Minister himself, Lee Kuan
Yew.

The eight were all arrested
during May and June last year,
together with 14 others, and
held under the Internal Secu-
rity Act (ISA). an inherifance
(as in neighbouring Malaysia)
of colonial legislation from the
“Emergency” period, which al-
lows the authorities to detain
without trial those it suspeets
of subversive activity, in prac-
tiee for indefinite pericds.

Indeed, after Nelson Man-
dela, the world's longest politi-
cal prisoner is Chia Thye Poh,
wihw is still held under the ISA
in Singapore after a perjod of 22
years.

Of last year's batch of 22 ISA
detainees, all but one, Vincent
Cheng — g Catholic theologiun
and community worker — had
keen released by the end of the
vear.

Most were in their late 20s or
d0s - professional people work-
ing as lawyers, publishers, jour-
nalists, lecturers or typesetters
—- and several were connected
with the secial work of Catholie
bodies.

All 22 were accused by the
awthorities of being part of a
Marxist conspiracy to over-
throw the Goverminent, some.
thing {hey have strenuously de-
nied when not under the duress
of imprisonment in Whitley
Road Detention Centre.

The clmmsily staged televi-
sion comfessions most of them
were forced to undergo only
helped convince an already
sceptical public of the implausi-
hitity of the Government's
claims.

The statement was drawn up
by the eight now re-arrested,
five of whom are. wpmen — plus
4 ninth, Tang Fong Har, a law-
yver whose husband is British,
and who was in Brital at the
time of the arvests. '

It dvew attention to the physi-
cal ant psychological abuse suf-
fered in detention. Apart from
heatings, and being held for
long periods in extremely cold
rooms, they were subjected io
various forms of mental dis-
orientation — long interroga.

| tions, deprivation of sleep, glar-

ing lights — and threats against
their Fawnilies. friends and fel-

Teavt: elerberdinmene s Ftamar Aol va b
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Tang Fang Har, for whom an
arrest warrant has now been
isstled in Singapore, relates
how she was held in solitary
confinement for ail but the last
10 days of her three monthy'
imprisonment.

She was “dissuaded” from
taking on the lawyer she had
chosén to deal with her case,
Patrick Seong, by means of the
threat of his arrest.

Seong, who did handle some
of the detainees’ cases, both
during and after their deten-
tions, was sulijacted to harass-
ment and surveillance, and was
finally arrested himself on 19
April with the eight ex-
detainees.

The case of the staged televi-
sion confessions is instructive.
According to Tang Fong Har,
once the detainees had been in-
duced 1o eooperate by the pros-
peet of early release, they spent
long periods “remembering” alt
thelr past actions and writing
them down,

If their accounts were not suf-
ficlently exciting, or did not
bring ouf the required '{la-
vowr”, as ftheir interrogators
put it, they were made to
rewrite them.

Eventually, after consider-
able editing, a script was pro-
duced, which they were or
dered to memerise. When the
day came, they were led to the
bungalow where the filming
was to take place.

Al of them were interviewed
separately, often with several
attempts on certain guestions
before they got them right,
though at the end they were
made to sit around for group
pictures with the interviewer,
as if they had been interviewed
together,

One detainee, the lecturer
Chng Suan Tse, concluded her
interview with the answer: "Be-
fore my arrest ! found it diffi-
cult to believe in the conspir-
acy; now I find i# even more
difficult,”

For this affront, which was
edited out, she was punished by
serving a longer detention than
her friends.

The arrests bear the imprint
of Lee Kuan Yew, who i sensi-
tive to the slightest criticism of
or chailenge to his authority,

resis

Lee returned from the United
States in April to find the ex-
detainees’ statement published
by the Singapore Straits Times.

For Lee the aetion was simply
a sign of media sofiness he all
along suspected.

His anger was equally direc-
ted at the Special Branch and
the Singapore Broadcasting
Corporation, whoin he held ves-
ponsible for bungling the ar-
rests and confessions last year.

‘A thivd target of Lee's was a
group of some of his senior min-
isters — including the first dep-
uty Prime Minister, Goh Chok
Tong, and the Education Minis-
ter, Mr Tony Tan — whom he
also regards as too soft.

Goh, Tan and others were
doubtiul about the value of last
year's arrests, and clearly are
even more unhappy this time.
They form a block of middie
generation politicians who ave
trying to resist or delay the ac-
cession to power of Lee's son,
Lee Hsien Loong.

Were Lee Hsien Loong —
whose performance as minister
has been less than brilliant —
to become Prime Minister, Lee
senior would be’expected to he-
come president, under a revised
constitution creating an gxeeu-
tive presidency.

Lee Kuan Yew ordered the ar-
rests to impose the discipline he
regards as lacking, and out of .
revenge against the various tar-
gets of his anger, including the
signatories themselves.

He may also be considering
making the case an election
issue, .

Although his People's Action
Party (PAP) won all but two
seats last time, its proportion of
the vote has decreased eonsid-
erably over recent elections,

From his peint of view, an

early election on the theme of
“Communist conspirators,” foi-
lowed by the reshuffle involv-
ing him and his son, might ap-
pear a good option.
. He will be guietly but firinly
opposed, though, by Goh, Tan,
and others who, while loyal set-
vants of the PAP machine,
doubt” that the “censpiracy"
will arouse any greater public
enthusiasmt that it did last year,
and who are anxious to keep
Lee Hsien Loong (also known
as Lee-Clone Yew) at bay for as
long as possible, .

For them, an early eleclion is
the last thing they want. While
Jn: the past, Lee Kuan Yew,
could expect to get his way on
Y every issue; it is possible now:
that his grip is beginnirig’to-

T

weaken.

If that is the case, the elec-
tions which some commenta-
tors have already been predict-
ing for this year, may not be
held for another two years. As
for the arrests,'it would seem
that Lee has overplayed an al-
ready weak hand. - .

He could be vulnerable todo- -
mestic unease; buf especially to
international criticisms of Sin-
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Making withesses .

in short order

By Margaret Scott

The arrest of lawyer
Francis Seow, only
hours after he ap-
peared in High Court
: on a habegt?vI corpus
- etition on 6 May, has
, 0 sl gompounded thg dis-
AN quiet among foreign
human-rights groups about the deten-
‘tions, Former Harvard law professor
‘ferome Coheri, who observed the hear-
ing for the Washington-based Asia
Watch committee, said: “It is really up-
ing ‘the ante when you go’ against
awyers. It is blatant interference with
the right of detained persons to get min-
imal justice.”

Cohen, an authority on East Asian
legal issues for nearly three decades,
was meeting Prime Minister Lee Kuan
Yew around the time Seow was ar-
rested. “He was handed a message in
the middle of the meeting that fooked
pretty important. This had to have been
the very time Seow was arrested.” How-
ever, Lee never mentioned the arrest,
Cohen would not reveal the content of
his talks with Lee and other ministers
but said: “They were perfectly rational,
perfectly courteous, moderately frank
— I guess that’s all you can say about it
given what they were doing in the back-
ground.” K '

Cohen has known Lee for nearly 20
ears, and said they have had several
ong, sometimes contentious discus-

sions at Harvard and in Singapore. Over
the years, Cohen said, he had refrained
from commenting on the Singapore
Government’s human-rights record,
primarily because it seemed to strike a

reasonable balance given its regional
setting. )

Now he considers Singapore to be
“Orwellian.”

On both legal and human-rights

rounds, Cohen said the most disturb-

ing feature of these ISA arrests has been
the “assertions made very baldly [by
ministers] that as long as you don’t phy-
sically beat somebody, anything else is
fair. It doesn’t matter whether you deny
them sleep for up to six days running so
that they are vegetables and cannot give
a coherent statement . . . as long as you
don’t beat them, it’s legal.”

. Government leaders such as First
Deputy Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong
and Minister of Trade and Industry Lee
Hsien Loong, who is Lee’s eldest son,
have endorsed the use of “psychological
pressure” by the ISD. A Home Minist
statement on the re-arrests said suc
pressure was used “to break down the
defences which every detainee builds
around himself, and uncover the truth
tha: every guilty suspect wishes to con-
ceal.”

Cohen called this view a “gross mis-
conception” of civilised standards of
treatment and a false re-definition of
torture, “They are saying you can use
physchologically ~ disorienting tech-
niques: fear, coercion, deceit, offers
and inducements. Anything is pos-
sible, especially sleep deprivation, and
that’s considered fair because you are
tearing away their psychological de-
fences because you have to get the other
people before they flee, you have to
get the evidence before it is destroy-
ed.” =

LRy

In the sworn declarations of those in’
detention, described by the government
as recantations of the joint statement,
Cochen noted that most refegred to their
interrogation during the first few days in
detention last year as a period of severe
psychic siress. “A lot ofithem seem to
share this false definition ofitorture. To |
me, it’s physical abuse, it’s.cruel and un-
usual. It’s cruel by the'standards of
civilised society. What does Darkness at
Noon [Arthur Koestler’s novel about
Nazi Germany] mean? What is thought
reform all about? These are rampant
evils associated with communist re-
gimes,” Cohen said.

From his discussions with Lee and
other ministers, relatives of those ar-
rested and those in the legal commun-
ity, Cohen said “you cannot escape the -
conclusion that this is part of ant ongoing -
attempt to strike down, destroy anyone :
who looks like he might:be an intelli-
gent, articulate, credible political candi-
date of an indepéndent nature,” T
G iven the ISD techniques, Cohen |

said, any statements from anyone-.)
detained used to substantiate the gov-
ernment's charges would be suspect:
“You can make your witnesses-to.order
if vou give them four or five days. They
figure with soft ’People, the intellec-
tuals, it's quicker,” Cohen said. Y

While the government claimed the
detainees had not made specific allega-
tions about being hit during interroga-
tion, Cohen said several accounts in the
public domain, if not the statutory dec-
larations made in detention, do give the
names and position of ISD officials al-
legedly involved. “There is lots of detail
there if they chose to look at it,” he said.-

It was not good enough for ministers
to state their trust in the “profes-
sionalism” of ISD personnel and their .
belief these officials were not capable of -
violence. “How do they know?” Cohen -
said. In his meetings with Prime Min-

. R
-ister Lee ‘and Home Minister S.
Jayakumar — both of them lawyers of
long standing and the latter a former
dean of law at the National University
_of Singapore — Cohen urged them to
revive the proposal for a commission of
inquiry into the alleged assaults, and
also to institute safeguards such as tap-
ing all interrogations.

- -1;- The arrests and the leadership's ap-

proval of the ISD’s techniques, Cohen
said, had created a perceptible climate
of fear, especially among lawyers. "Law
faculties are usually in the vanguard in
such cases . . . but you don’t hear the
word ‘boo’ out of these people,” he
sald, Long-term legal colleagues in Sin-
gapore were saying “please don't call
me"” or “call me from a pay-phone.”

s+ Seow's arrest also has robbed the de-
tainees of their main counsel for the 18
MEQ' habeas corpus hearing, Cbhen
said. "Who will they get as their

lawyers? It is a thoroughly intimidated

legal community,” he added. *The PM
has:really put the fear of Lee into
o

- people.”
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