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Reminder

The following arrested under Operation Spectrum in 1987 are still
held in prison without trial:

Mr Vincent CHENG¥ Ms TEQ Soh Lung*

Mr CHEW Kheng Chuan & Mr Kenneth TSANG Chi Seng #

Ms CHNG Suan T=ze Ms WONG Souk Yee

Mr Kevin DE SOUZA * in golitary confinement
# see STOP PRESS .9
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DETAINEES

DETAINEES' RESCOLVE STRENGTHENED

The 8 December '"release" and immediate re—arrest of the 4
detainees whose writg for habeas corpus were granted was a
devastating psychological blow initially. However, the detainees
have gquickly adjusted and are now more resolved than ever to take
all legal steps available to them to obtain their release. They
are also aware that legal avehues may soon be exhausted and that
some of themmay be held for a long time. This prospect, too,
they are facing with resolve.

ACHIEVEMENT

The unexpected persistence of the detainees in pursuing the few
legal remedies open to them has forced the govt to change the law
and to reveal even more the lack of justice in Singapore. [Bee
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"Parliament Changes The Ruleszs"] While thig achievement must be
of dubious comfort to them, it does show.that, even in prison,
they have provided a moral and legal challenge to the ruling
party.

LEGAL MOVES

Those rearrested immediately put in new habeas corpus
applications. They will be heard as follows: Ms TEO Sch Lung on
6.7,8 March; Ms CHNG Suan Tze, Mr Kevin DE SOUZA, Ms WONG Souk
Yee on 20, 25 March. {These remain scheduled even though
legizlation has been passed which does not permit such
applications for IS8A detainees except on procedural grounds.)

The above four detainees have also made representations to the
Govt—controlled ISA Advisory Beoard as they are entitled to do
within 3 months of their detention. Representations were made on

27 Januarvy.

VINCENT CHENG REPRESENTED .

Mr Vincent CHENG has lately become more active in seeking legal
repregsentation and has taken on Mr Patrick SEQONG as his lawyer.
My SEONG was himself detained without trial and harshly
interrogated last vyear when he was acting as lawver for some of

the other detainees.

HARRASSMENT OF DETAINEES

The petty rules of the prison are routinely used to upset the
detainees. Their mail is severely censored with even Christmas
cards sent by detainees besing impounded. Family visits are
suspended whenever a detainee objects.

LOCAL SUPPORT CONTINUES
Local friends and family have continued to show support for their

loved ones. During Christmas they held carclling sessions
outside the prison walls, returning if they were chased away.
During Chinese New Year they sang songs ocutside alsc. The
detainees sang back "We Shall Overcome". They were later
punished for this.

Another issue of the newsletter put out by Concerned Friends of
the Detainees has recently been circulated locally. It looks at
the detainees individually and agsks "What did they do?" The
conclusion analyses the political climate in which the govt felt
it necessary to arrest them. "What the authorities did was to
project their own fears and insecurity into the next 10 to 15
vyears. They gaw an emerging threat to their continued control
and supremacy and they decided to c¢rush it mercilessly," says the

news letter.

Church services of supporiters continue. Greeting cards with
sketches and poems by the detainees are now available from
UPDATE.




RELEASE OF ALL UNLIKELY
The rearrested detainees were served with new detention orders

covering the remaining period of their previous orders. Thus all
detainees' orders expire mid—1989.

Some may be released with severe regtrictions on their personal
freedom but there is little chance that all will be released.

The Govi's reason for detaining some of the detainees may he
limited to punishing them for impugning its integrity by claiming
to be innocent. The rigorous conditions of imprisgonment and the
peychological deceptions being plaved on the detainees are aimed
at destroving personality and spirit so that, sven if released,
they will he =carred for life.

ECUMENICAL HOSTAGE
However, it is 1likely that the Govt has additional reasons for

continuing to detain Mr Vincent CHENG since it has made him the
key local person in the "conspiracy'". Holding him keeps the
story going and gives the Govt the cover to detain or re—detain
others. If he is released then a new story would need to be
concocted in order to clamp down avain. He is also a hostage of
the official ecumenical movement., If the international church
bureaucracies ever manage tc mobilise against the detentions, Mr
Cheng can be forced to denounce them and to incriminate himself

again.

In a similar way, Ms TEQ Soh Lung is a Legal Hostage, a pcolgnant
warning to Singapore lawyers and the Law Society not to object to
the steady dismantling of the Rule of Law.

POLITICAL

PARLIAMENT CHANGES THE RULES: NO APPEAL TO PRIVY COQUNCIL

The Govt has passed legigslation to amend the Internal Security
Act to prevent appeals to the Privy Council under the ISA.
Backdated to 13 July 1971, those detained under the ISA have lost
all rights to judicial review except on procedural grounds.
Applications for writs of habeas corpus are also ruled out by
thig amendment except on narrow procedural grounds. {Amendments
tabled 16 January 1989 and gazetted 30 January.)

The 8 December habeags corpus judogement of the Court of Appeal
(which released the detainees briefly) was a political judgement
in the sense that it set up the principles of judicial review
explicitly in order to give the Govt the chance to Knock them

down .

The judgement =aid that "the scope for review ...is limited to
the normal judicial review principles of “illegality,
irrationality or procedural impropriety’." The Court then
released the detainees on the bagis of the weakest of these., the
procedural grounds, thus giving the detainees no basis for appeal




on substantive matters since their application had been granted.
The judgement thus gave the Govt the chance (a) to rearrest the
detainees according to the correct procedure, and (b} to plug the
legal gap before new applications for writs of habeas corpus on
substantive grounds which were immediately entered by the re—
arrested detainees could once again go through the court system
and be appealed to the Privy Council.

NEW MP OBJECTS
Dr LEE Siew Choh (Workers' Party} is now the second oppogition MP

in Parliament. He strongly objected in the House to ths pasgage
of the I8A amendment saving it would be remembered as the
blackest day in Singapore’'s history since the fall of Singapore
to the Japanese in 1942, Dr Lee said the Bill was the "clearest
admis=ion” the Govt had no evidence against those detained. It
was introducing the Bill “to shut the door on what it has done,
and putting up a notice: “You may not enguire into anything we
have done or may do'," he said. 7l-yvear—old Dr Lee was a member
of the Legislative Assembly in 1959 when Singapore gained
internal self-rule, He left parliament in 1963 when his Barisan
Sosialis (Socialist Front) was crushed by mass arrests of its
leaders by PM Lee under the ISA and he failed to win re-election
in the subseguent polls. He was consistently outmanoeuvred by
the PAP then and is not seen as a gsignificant threat by them now.

GOVT EXEMPTS ITS ACTIONS FROM CONSTITUTION

The result of the new legislation mentioned above and following
iz that legislation against subversion is exempted from the
constitutional guarantees of personal liberty, freedom of
movement and of speech, assembly and association, equality before
the law, protection against repeated trials and retrospective
¢riminal laws.

CHIEF JUSTICE UNCONSTITUTIONAL SINCE 1982

The independence of the Singapore judiciary has long been in
gquestion especially since a 1972 constitutional amendment which
allowed the Prime Minister to appoint High Court judges for
periods of time at his pleasure. However, the Constitution
required that the Chief Justice retire at the age of 65 which, in
the casze of Chief Justice WEE Chong Jin, was 1982. The PM kept
"him on since then on short—term contracts presumably for reasons
relating to political pliability. Opposition leader J.B.
Jevaretnam's recent successful appeal to the Privy Council raised
the issue of the Chief Justice's status. The Govt has just
passed on 25 January a constitutional amendment to regularise his
position. The amendment is retrospective to 19 Nov 1971,

ANOTHER APPEAL BLOCKED _

In its rush to plug all the legal avenues by which Singaporeans
might obtain justice, the Govt has introduced The Legal
Profession (Amendment) Bill which denies the right of appeal to
the Privy Council of lawvers struck off as a result of
disciplinary proceedings by the Singapore Law Society. It was
through such an appeal to the Privy Council that oppogition




leader J B Jevareitnam won such & ringing vindication and re-—
instatement last yvear. The Govit does noi want opposition lawyer
Mr Francis SEOW to have any such chance of appeal once it has
completed its present campaign of victimisation against him.

LAW SQCIETY OBJECTS STRONGLY

The Law Societv called an Extraordinary General Meeting on 21
January to consider The Legal Profession (Amendment) Bill. 323
lawyers attended and passed two resolutions opposing constraints
on judicial review and the deprivation of the right of appeal to
the Privy Council. The Society published the resclutions without
comment as advertisements in newspapers the following week.

SEOW EXCLUDED FROM PARLIAMENT

Because of his skill as an orator, the Govi could not let Mr
Francis SEOQOW take up his parliamentary seat for even 5 minutes.
Parliament's opening was therefore delaved until after hurried
court hearings on 5 tax evasion charges in December brought
against Myr Seow. Despite his absence in New York for heart
treatment, he was tried in absentia and without defence counsel
and convicted on various charges on Dec 17 and Dec 20. His fines
totalled 5%19,000. Under a constitutional amendment passed
recently to exclude Mr Jevaretnam from Parliament, anvone fined
over S5%$2,000 ig disgqualified from heing an MP. A 6th charge was
heard January 25 and a further 60 charges came up for mention on

January 31.

At the copening of the parliamentary session on Jan 9, the Speaker
announced Mr Seow automatically lost his seat on Dec 17. On Jdan
16 the new opposition member, Dr Lee Siew Choh, attempted to
question this disgqualification since the convictions are still
under appeal. He was ruled out of order.

Mr Seow remains in the US for treatment where he is being
shadowed and harrassed by private investigators who are probably
in the employ of the Govt of Singapore. A photograph of him
shopping "in Seattle" was prominently displaved in The Straits
Times a few dayvs agc as proof that he was fit enough to fly home
for his trial if he was fit enough to fly from New York to
Seattle. ' The following day a small rear page correction appeared
stating the picture was actually taken in New York.

GOVT READY TO QUASH LAW SOCIETY

The Govi has moved fast to guash the Singapore Law Society by
setting up a parallel body. The Singapore Academy of Law was
established under legislation passed in August last year. The
Chief Justice is the Academy's president and head of 1ts ruling
body, the senate. All judges are members. Ex—presidents of the
Law Soaciety (eg Mr Francis SEOW) are specifically excluded from

being members of the senate.

The political purpose of the Academy is to take over the
functions of the Law Socciety in regulating the profession. No
longer will lawvers be able to regulate their own profession but




they will be controlled by the Judlclary itself (and thus the
Govt) through the Academy -

The Academy’'s Rules, signed by the Chief Justice on January 19
and since gazetted, set up a Law Revision Committee to review
legislation before Parliament. The chair of the Committee is the
Chief Justice.

The Memhership and Rules Committes takes the disciplinary
functions of the Law Scocietvy's eguivalent committee.

The Legal Profession (Amendment) Bill, besides presventing lawyvers
from appealing to the Privy Council, also establishes a hierarchy
among lawyers. Senior counsel will be appointed by the Academy.
The two top Govt lawvers (Attorney—General and Solicitor—-General)
will be the most senior of the Senior Counsel.

It can therefore be confidently predicted that the Govt will move
more formally to strip the Law Society of its powers now that the
Academy i3 established.

Internaticnally. it is important that the Academy not be
recognised by law societies and bar councils elsewhere.

ISA WATCHDOG BODY CANVASSED

Apparently without any sense of irony, Deputy PM GOH Chok Tong
announced in Parliament in the last week of January that the Govt
is considering setting up a peolitical body to guard against any
abuse of the Internal Security Act. According to The Straits
Times, "As he saw it, until such a body came into existence, the
real safeguard for Singaporeans lay in their voting into power
men of absolute integrity." Mr Goh's statement was made during
the passing of legislation to deny appeals to the Privy Council
for those detained under the ISA.

OVERSTAYERS TO BE CANED

Singapore has long used corporal punlshment on its offenders.
Strapped naked to a wooden horse, after one or two strokes of the
cane most people are either hysterical with pain or unconscious.
Cnce a person becomes unconscious, caning is stopped. They are
brought back for more once they are awake and can feel it again.
Their buttocks are scarred for life.

Under an immigration bill passed on Jan 26, any foreigner who
overstavg in Singapore by more than 90 days will now have &
minimum mandatory prison term of 3 months plus 3 strokes of the
cane. This ig a cost cutting exercise. The previous mandatory
minimum term of 6 months plus a fine of up to $6,000 meant the
ljails were too full with overstavers. Caning them and kicking
them out after three months is cheapser.

RELIGION AND IDECLOGY
Prime Minister Lee said in December at the opening of a Buddhist

school, "Religious organisations should leave the economic—




political needs of people to non-religious groups, like political
parties. This is because if any religious group tries to define
the socio—economic agenda of Singapore and mobilise the
gragsroots by “social action programmes', other religious groups
will do likewise." The Straits Times reported, "And he again
warned of the danger of mixing religion with politics, a point he
underlined vigorously in the aftermath of the recent Marxist

conspiracy".

Clearly the govit is worried that it cannot completely control
religious organisations. Part of its response to thiz problem 1s
the present campaign to form a National Ideology. In charge of
this task is the PM's son, Brig-Gen LEE Hsien Loong. There is
constant newspaper coverage of the quest for a National Ideclogy
and B-6 Lee's thoughts on it. Undoubtedly, it is intended as
another mechanism of control.

RIVALRY MAY PRESAGE SPLIT
The competition for national attention between the Deputy PM GOH

Chok Tong and B-G Lee ig becoming more evident. On Jan 13 Mr GOH
wrote a letter to the Speaker of Parliament saving that all MPs
should address questions intended for the PM to himself since he
was now effectively in charge of the Govi not the PM.

B~G Lee seems to be making the play for national popularity
through his National Ideology pronouncements. New opposition
member Dr LEE Siew Choh stated in his maiden speech that the
purpose of the National Ideology was to recover mass support lost
in the 1984 and 1988 elections. ‘“"What better idea than to link
EBastern values to a national ideclogy, get the whole population
to support it and gradually shift support for the national
ideology into a support for the Government and the PAP," he said.
"This is ... a sleight of hand, to achieve the goal of the PAP of
becoming a national movement,"

Singaporeans are wondering just how this apparent rivalry between
the Deputy PM and the PM's son will play itself out as PM Lee
moves to take the presidency or some other role within the next
18 months. B-G Lee is much better placed to take power but will
no doubt do it according to his own timing. Mr GOH may be given
the floor for a while. It is unlikely that all the detainees
will be released until after this transitiocnal veriod,

GOVT HYPES RACE DEBATE

On January 6 the Minister of National Development, Mr S
Dhanabalan, said there is a dangerous trend towards racial
enclaves in housing estategs which must be "nipped in the bud" to
prevent the creation of a divided society. 85% of Singaporeans
live in govt housing estates. 76% of the population are Chinese
and the debate is aimed at the 15.1% who are Malay. A socioclogy
lecturer has subsequently stated that estates which show a racial
"imbalance'" are "exceptions and not the dominant or the general
trend"”. Why then has the Govt raised the issue? The
pogszibililities are:




- to create a sense of future threat while I5A amendments
were beling passed; Y.

— to prepare the ground demographically for the imposition
of a Confucian Chinese-based National Ideclegy on non—
Chinese;

— to break any emerging political solidarity or organisation
among minority ethnic groups.

JOURNALIST REFUSED ENTRY

Mr N Balakrishnan, correspondent for the Far FEastern Economic
Review, was refused entry to Singapore on arrival at the airport
from Hongkong during Chinese New Year. He had been issued a visa
by the Singapore High Commission in Hongkong bhut this was not
honoured. Mr Balakrishnan formerly wrote for The Straits Times
while living in Singapore. He is the brother—in-law of dstaines

Mr CHEW Kheng Chuan.

QVERSEAS ACTIONS

AUSTRALIAN PARLIAMENT DEBATES

On Pec 1 in the Australian Senate, the report on the
parliamentary delegation to Singapore, Malaysia and FPapua New
Guinea was tabled and discussed with concern being expressed by
senators on the human rights situation in Singarore and Malaysia.

CHILE AND SINGAPORE
The New York-bhased Chilean Freedom Newsletter recently

highlighted the Singapore detentions.

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARIAN WRITES

Mr Wilfred Telkamper, member of the Furopean Parliament and
President of the Rainbow Group, wrote to PM Lee on 9 Dec
objecting to the rearrests the previous day saying, "This is no
different from South Africa where this also happens. The Court's
decision to release them proves that they were wrongly detained
and their rearrest casts further doubts about democracy and the

rule of law in Singapore.

ACTION IN THAILAND
Cn 9 Dec 1988, the Regional Council on Human Rights 1in Asia,

holding its 6th general assembly in Bangkok, delivered a letier
to the Singapore Embassy deploring the rearrest of the detainees
the previous dav and the continuing detention of others including
Mr CHIA Thve Poh who has been detained for 23 vears. The protest
outside the embassy was featured in the Bangkok Post and The
Nation on Dec 10. Mr J B Jevaretnam is Vice-—chairperson of the
Council and attended the protest.




US CONGRESSIONAL CABLE i
On Pec 20, 7 members of Congress and a senator—elect sent a cable

to the Singapore ambassador in Washington expressing their
concern about the rearrests and stating that the detainees are
held without trial "for the peaceful expression of their views".
They requested "that the Government of Singapore release these
and other prisoners of conscience detained under the Internal
Security Act and permit them to resume their peaceful activities
without interference." ‘

WCC CLARIFIES RELATIONSHIP :
World Council of Churches staff, Ms Jean Skuse, has stated that

the WCC has never negotiated with Singapore Airlines to be the
official carrier for its assembly in Canberra in 1991. This was
alleged to be so during WCC's Central Committee meeting in
Hanover last vear when members were casting about for reasons to
explain the WCC administration's apparent reluctance to act on
the Singapore detentions.

Reportedly, WCC recently sent a junior staff from its faith and
order section to visit the Singapore churches. Church
representatives gave the govt line to the staff member and asked
that their "difficult" position be "understood". It is hard to
see how such a limited and one—sided contact will lead to any
action by the WCC. Singapore church leaders will have reported
the detail of their discussions to the government.

CONFERENCE IN EUROPE
A 2-day conference organised bv the European Committee on Human

Rights in Malaysia & Singapore with the Rainbow Group of the
European Parliament will be held in Brussels on March 9-10. The
conference will hear prominent speakers on the rule of law and
human rights. The aim is to bring togather all groups in Europe
which are concerned about these issues.

MEDIA COVERAGE
There has heen extensive international media coverage of the

rearvrest of the detainees (including the very strong obiections
of Amnesty International and the Malaysian Bar Council), the
victimisation of Mr Seow and the legislative amendments. To
assist the reader, we reprint a selection of them as a media

appendix
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TWO RELEASED BUT BLEAK OUTLOOK FOR OTHERS

On the afternoon of Monday 20 February, Mr CHEW Kheng Chuan and

Mrr Kenneth TSANG Chi Seng were released under severe restrictions on
their civil liberties. These two detainees did not seek legal redress
for their detention without trial and have been duly rewarded.

Indications are that the Govt is pubtting great pressure ta end all
court cases by the other detainees and is preparing to keep some of
them for an extended period.
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Kuan Yew off

as a one-man band

THE signals
Singapore are
disturbing, and as the city-State’s Prime
Minister, Mr Lee Kuan' -Yew,
contemplates the new year, he would do
well to recall the fate, in recent times,
of other autocratic rulers in the region
who thought they could ride roughshod
over the yearning for democracy and
freedom of their increasingly affluent
people, ‘ ' Lo

Indeed, Mr Lee looks somewhat
isolated in his autocratic attitudes: the
Marcos Kleptocracy in the Philippines

emerging  from

has gone, democracy has been restored -

to South Korea and has made giant

strides in Taiwan, and after 11 years of

military dictatorship, Pakistan, too, has
seen a free election. ‘

It would be nice if Mr Lee were to
show signs of having learnt something
from these events. Unfortunately the
contrary appears frue and several
recent events have highlighted the way
in which, as he approaches what he says
will soon be his retirement, he is

seeking to stifle freedom in his fiefdom. -
outrageous
example of this was the mock freeing,
on the basis of a writ of habeas ¢orpus -

Perhaps the most

granted by a local court, of four
detainees held without trial under
Singapore’s draconian Internal Security
Act. Minutes after they were released,
they were rearrested and returned to
their cells. Subsequently there have
been broad hints that the Government
may introduce a new system whereby
the courts would be deprived of any
right to rule on matters affecting
political detainees. -

No less disturbing is the fate of the
leading lawyer and former solicitor-
general and president of the Law
Society, Mr Francis Seow, who was one
of the successful opposition candidates
in the recent general election. Mr Seow
has 2 long standing heart problem and

more . and more -

had been undergoing treatment in the
United States. Because of this, he says,
he was unable to retirn to Singapore, In
his absence, however, he was convicted
on charges relating to his income tax,
and a fine imposed that will have the
effect of disqualifying him from his
parliamentary = seat. Mr  Seow's
departure - from Parliament will

diminish opposition numbers by a third,

Similar tactics were used previously
to get Mr Lee's most prominent
opponent, Mr Joshua Jeyaretnam, out
of Parliament, but on this the
Government has since suffered a

 stinging rebuke from no less a body than

the Privy Council in London, which still

. sits a8 a court of appeal over some of

what happens in Singapore. Together

-with a colleague in the Worker’s Party,

Mr Jeyareinam was convicted of

- misappropriating party funds. He was

sentenced 10 a month in prison

- subjected to a fine, removed from
: Parllament
‘practising as a lawyer.

and . disharred from

-Mr Jeyaretnam’s attempts to appeal
to the Privy' Council on the criminal

- charges against him were blocked by

the Singapore courts, but on the
disbarment issue the Law Lords found
in his favour. Indeed, they indicated
that they were dismayed by his
treatment, and concluded that although
it was an issue on which they had no
need to pronounce themselves, the
opposition leader was innocent of all the
charges brought against him,

Such judgments amount to a ringing
condemnation of Mr Lee’s
administration of Singapore. The Prime
Minister has said he will retire within
the next two years, and for those hoth
within and without the city-State who
support its now-stifled demacratic
traditions that cannot come soon
enough.




- Their Lordshlps on Smgapore

Singapore managed to
Francis Scow out of his parliamentary
seat the other day after conviction on
something or, other, just as it expelled
Joshua Benjamin Jeyaretnam In 1986,
But by now the wider world Is wateh-
Ing. Last month, the Privy Councll, the

normally restrained highest court of.

the Commeonwealth, issued a stunning
rebuke of thé courts of the city state in
the Jeyaretnam case, declaring that a
serles of "misjudgements” had done
the former parliamentartan “grievous
injustice.”

Mr. Seow’s career speaks tellingly

of recent politics in Singapore. Once he
was the model of respectability, the
" sollcitor general of the republic and
later president of the law soclety. He
lost the latter position after opposing
the prime minister's plans to restrict
the forefgn press. He came to the de-
fense of eight young alleged “Marxist”
dissidents rearrested after recanting
their public confessions; thelr previous
lawyer had been arrested. Hours after
his court appearance on their behalf,
he himself was arrested under the in-
ternal security act, charged with the
helnous offense of talking politics with
a U.S. diplemat, who was expelled,
. Detalned for 72 days, Mr. Seow was
not released in time to assemble a slate
~In the September elections, but at-
tracted enthusiastic erowds while run-
ning for an individual seat. He quali-
fled for one of two ‘non-constituent”
seats reserved for the opposition under
the new jury-rigged electoral law that
allowed the ruling People's Action
Party to win all but one of the other 81

drum’

seats with 61.8% of the vote, a record - -

low. But on the basis of records seized

while he was in detention, he has now

been charged and convicted of tax eva-
sion, and fined more than the requisite

amount to exclude him from Parha‘

ment,

This same. provision was used to
expel Mr. Jeyaretnam In‘1986. He and a
Worker's Party colleague, Wong Hong
Toy, were convicted of mishandling
party funds; after some to-and-fro.in
the courts, Mr. Jeyaretnam was jailed
for a month, fined and unseated. Singa-
pore allows appeal to the Privy Council
in London under certain circum-
stances, but Mr, Jeyaretnam’s efforts
te appeal the, criminal case were
blocked in the Singapore Court of Ap-
peal,
things that the case was of no public
Interest,

In 1987, however, Mr. Jeyaretnam
was disbarred because of his criminal
record, and this allows direct appeal.
In declding whether disbarment was
justified, the Privy Council obviously
had to review .the entlre record. The

Law Lords were appalled by what they .

found. They concluded Mr. Jeyaretnam
and Mr. Wong "were fmmocent on all

which claimed among other .

courits. “They hdve.been fined, {mpris-

oned and publicly disgraced for of

fences of which .they were not

guilty.”

And their Lordsh!ps left llttie doubt
as to where responsibility les for fail-
ure to clean up this miscarriage of
justicé, They 'cpuld reinstate Mr.

Jeyaretnam to the bar, they noted, but
had no jurlsdlction to right the other

wrongs he and Mr, Wong had suffered,
The opinion concludes, “Their only
prospect of redress, their Lordships un-
derstand, will be by way of petition

for pardon to the President of the Re-

public of Singapbre "

The Privy Council rul!ng, hy the
way, Is a vindication not only of Mr,
Jeyaretnam, but of The, Astan Wall
Street  Journal's 1985  edltorial
"Jeyaretnam’s Challenge,” the -first
blg episode In Prime Minister Lee's
ongoing battle with the forelgn press.

When Singapore brought contempt of-

court charges agalnst the Asian Jour-
nal and some of its editors and writers,
we were fined for saylng essentlally

what the Privy Counell has just af-

firmed,

By now, of comse, The Aslan Jour-
nal is restricted to'a minuscule circula-
tion In Singapore, and the Far Eastern
Economic Review is pirated under li-

_ cense from the Singapore government.”
It's become clear that Shhgapore's

press problems are but a minor front In
the larger affort to stifle political oppo-

sition, It does not matter whether you.

apologize to the courts, it does not mat-
ter how many officlal letters to the edi-
tor you publish, What gets the outside
press in trouble with Singapore authori-
ties Is telling the truth about their
treatment of political opponents,

We would hope that our own legal
challenge to the Singapore press law
will reach the Privy Councli, but the
right of appeal is now In jeopardy, The
Law Lords. are obviously quite willing
to take the-risk that. Singapore will
abotish thelr. appellate " function, de

. facto or de jure. This would not help

Mr, Jeyaretnam or Mr. Seow, but at
least Singapore could no longer brag
that it has the same law and same
freedoms as the United Kingdom.

In faet, Singapore is marching away.
from democracy, political freedom and .

the rule of law, just as South Korea,
Talwan and others are embracing
them. What to do about this is indeed a
perplexing question, but thelr . Lord-
ships have pointed the way. Other Iree-
dom-loving Institutions, for example
the International Monetary Fund and
World 'Bank I declding whether- to
grace Singapore with an annual meet.
ing, should listen to the Privy Council.

What their Lordships are saying is-

this: Conduet your polities as you see
fit, but do not expeet us to lend your
repressions our legitimacy.

Edvtor ol
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_Writer KATHY
LETTE vents her
anger against
Singapore’s detention
of two playwrights.

@HERE are only two good things
-about Singapore, Both of them are
at the Raffles Hotel. For those of
‘you who don’t know this pub,.it’s sort of
- the Asian version of the Algonquin. If.
you write a book, whilé {n residence, they
narie a suite after yois. Prominent, on the
first floor, in close proximity to: rooms’
named after Somerset Maugham and

. Noel Coward, is the Geoffrey Blainey o

Suite! .

- Jourmos get a. look-In too. In the
Raffles foyer, is 'a list of fabulously .
famous Journallsix who have dropped by
for a cucumber sandwich-or two, The list
is.a relatively. Australi n-free-zone,
except for the inclusion’df David Marr,
.and, further down, the Human Headline

. himself, Derryn Hingh (sic). ©

_Step outs!de Raffles, -and everythlng .

else about Singapore Is deeply depress-
ing. Bifled as the success story-of. Asia,
it's - nothing more than a confidence
_tricky a .Clayton’s Asia, full-of Pizza
. Huts and McDonald’s ard lots of inane’

‘ussies waiking around saying: ‘“Oh, .

sn’t it clean.”

But after about a day, severe gramti- .
withdrawal symptoms set In. You start to
crave a few meat ple wrappers and a blt
of dog peop. Sanitised, deodorised,
depersonalised, bland, brain-numbing;
Singapore is nothing more than visual
Muzak. :

What’s worse, the pelltics are even
more oppressive than the weather.
Everything Is agalnst the law, Jaywalk-
ing will incur a fine, as will not fMushing
the public loo. Smeking, htterlng,
spltting or meking jovein publu: will also
enlsure your amest,

But an even more serious offence than
- sexual petting is the practice of punnilin-
gus. Two women satirical playwrights are
currently languishing {n - jall. Their
. crime? “The writing of plays which
exaggerate the problems of the poor and
involve the singing of progressive songs.”
Under Singapore’s Internal Security
Act, if the Goverament so chooses, they
can be incarcerated without trial for life,
= The playwrights, Chag Suan Tze and
- Wong Souk Yee both produced work for

adrama company called the Third Stage.
Their satirical scripts were vetted,

- pore itsell, the tovti
-~ Singaporean jails leavés no Tripression, |

RELATIONS

approved and then awarded ‘fcﬁrﬁﬂmtﬁ

of appreciation” by the Migistry of

Community Development, THelr more

serious plays, dealing with the problems :
of working women, alSo received good -

reviews.. In fact, one prominent :critic ‘
suggested that Suan Tze's work was nof

doing enough as a “critical:mimrer of

socfety”. And then suddenly, in-1987,

these same plays.were-denounced as,

“tools to arouse disaffection amotig the

" people towards the. exlstin soclo-pollﬁ-

~calsystem™. - 3 /

Both playwrights wére -3
“together with Catholic Chu __
and community lawyers, e

They were then torturéd: Like's

-Disstdents are pit “to " thin"pyjamas,
‘blasted with fréezing” afl‘-condilionlng
and doused regularly with -1&y" “water,
“After 50 hours of such interrogatlon,
anyone ‘would ‘sign™Hnything. *And they
did. They sigried stétenidnts’ admittlng to
having associated witp kinown Mifxists,

After ‘soihé monilis’ i ‘p:f on Without
trial, they wére released. Thén’on_April
18, 1988, at great, persotial:

isk; ’fhey
fssued press ‘statements, msmtafning
thelr innocence and re\feallug thﬁt they {

had been tortured.. |

" They were promptly re-arrmted and

imprisoned under the Intérnal Security | |

Act. Chng Suan Tze and Wong Souk Yeée |
have been kept In solitary confinement :
for the past nine months. It is doubtful
any hofel suites will be dedicated to their

names, In fact, things look yery bleak for °

these writers. One “dissident™ has been
Iangnishing in a Singagerean jai' with-
out frial for 22 years,

Australians who enjoy their llberty, in
a country which has very close commer-
cial and tourists links with Singapore,
have a duty fo help secure their release.
I you value freedom of speech’ and
freedom of artistic expression, if you're

allergic to Governments which have a .

penchant for Enferfering with personal
liberties, you will write a lefter fo both
Gareth Evans, the Minister for Foreign
Affairs, and Lee Kuan Yew, the
Singaporean President, about this gross
abuse of human rights,
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS .,

SINGAPORE

A Few Moments
of Freedom

xcited relatives and friends rushed to

Singapore's Whitley Road Detention
Centre on Dec. 8 on hearing the shock
news that four political detainees would be
freed. Laughing and cluiching Fflowers,
they peered through the mesh fence into
the compound to catch a
glimpse of their loved
ones, Barlier that day, the
Court of Appeal had
ordered the Interndl
Security Department
(ISD) to release lawyer Teo.
Sch Lung, 39, sociai |
worker Kevin De Souza,
27, dramatist Wong Souk
Yee, 29, and lecturer Chng
Suan Tze, 39, because of a

{ "wnical fault in their de-
wation orders. Belongings
in  hand, the smiling
detainees approached the
gate and greeted their joy-
ful reception commiliee.
Hands were clasped and
flowers passed through
the mesh.

The euphoria ab-
ruptly faded, however,
when burly 1SD  officers
bundled the four into two
waiting cars. The
detainees were driven to
freedom — one metre out-
side the gate. Still inside
the cars, they were served
with  fresh  detention
orders. The drivers then
reversed” them back into
caplivity. Outside the 15D
compound, despondency
sellled in as lawyers for the

soners were allowed in-
=ade. But the gloom turned

Into defiance when De
Souza’s family and friends
glimpsed him being

escorted between the cell then Wong protests when told they will be rearrested: New orders

107-page judgement that the judiciary
could now review the cases of delainces
held under the 15A, Previously, Singapore
courts had been guided by a 1969
precedent that suid delention cases were
outside their purview. While the courts.

could not question the requirements of -

national security, said the judges, they
could examine whether the decision to ar-
rest anyone was truly based on security con-
siderations. “It is in our judgement clear,”

sccretary and nol by the permanent
secretary. The decision of the Cour} of
Appeal has not queslioned the merits of
the decision of the government to detain
the four persons under the Internal
Sccurity Act.”

Under the new orders, the delainees
can be held for the balance of their defunct
detention orders, Chng had seven months
to serve and the others six months each.
They rejoin Catholic church worker
Vincent Cheng, adverlising executive
Kenneth Tsang and

£

businessman Chew Kheng
Chuan in detention, These
and fifteen others, most of
whom were involved in
social work through the
Catholic Church, were
first arrested in mid-1987
on charges of being part of
a “clandestine communist
nelwork™ plotting to over-
throw the government,

The conspirators, ac-
cording to the govern-
ment, were using the
church, an amateur
theatre group, the oppo-
sition Workers’ Party and
the country’s association
e gl‘ !aw:.rersil th?r tLal\.'.r

oo oonTe ocicty, in their efforts to
the joy build a “Marxist state.”
All save Cheng were rte-
leased by the end of 1987,
In April 1988, however,
eight were rearrested after
they issued a statemnent
denying the government’s
charges and alleging that
some of them had been
mistreated while under de-
tention. Three have since
been set free.

Soon after their second
arrest in April, Teo,
De Souza, Wong and
Chng petitioned the courls
for their release. But Jus-
tice Lai Kew Chai dis-
missed their pleas, ruling
that under the Consti-
tution and the 1SA, only

blocks, “Don’t give up
Kevin, don’t give up,”
Lhey shouted in unison, “Bye-bye,” came
t he faint reply, :

So ended the few moments of freedom
for the detainces, who ure being held under
the Internal Sccurity Act.* In allowing
their appeal, the courl ruted that the gov-
ernment had not showed that Singapore's
prroesident had approved the detentions.
The three appeal judges, who included
Chicf Justice Wee Chong Jin, said in their

* ©nder the 18A, the government can imprison for up lo two
ycars without Lrial any cilizen who, in the judgement of the home
8ETairs minisler, poses a danger 1o nationak sccurily ot public or-
dezr, The detention orders can be rencwed indefinitely,

A SIAWEEK, DECEMBER 23-30, 1988

for review . . . is limited to the normal ju-
dictal review principles of ‘illegality, ir-
rationality or procedural impropriety’.”

But in a joint statement from the min-
istries of home afTairs and law, the govern-
ment stood by its original decision to arrest
the detainees. “The Court of Appeal,” the
statement noted, "'has ordered the release
of the four detainecs on the technical
ground that ‘the affidavit (setting out ihe
evidence thal the president was satisfied of
the need to detain them) should have been
signed by the minister or the cabinet

the home affairs minister
could decide if a person was a threat to
national security. The-four then went to
the Court of Appeal. Had this court up-
held Lai’s ruling, some lawyers say, the
cases would likely have gone opn to the
Privy Council in London, Singapore’s
highest court of appeal. The Privy Council
recently delivered a stinging rebuke to Sing-
apore courts for convicting prominent op-
position politiclan J.B. Jeyaretnam on
criminal charges, For the four rearrested,
however, possibly the oaly legal avenue is
to re-petition the courts. B

W
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