Emergency committee for human rights
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UPDATE 27 ' 9 JULY 1989
SINGAPORE HUMAN RIGHTS ALERT

DETAINED WITHOUT TRIAL (IN SOLITARY CONFINEMENT) :

Mr Vincent CHENG Kim Chuan, ex-Secretary, Catholic Justice &
Peace Commission

Ms TEO Soh Lung, civil rights lawyer, ex—Council member of Law
pociety of Singapore.,
INTERNAL EXILE:

Mr CHIA Thye Poh, former Member of Parliament, in his 23rd vear
of detention.

CIVIL LIBERTIES WITHDRAWN:

Mr CHEW Kheng Chuan (released 21.2.89)
Ms CHNG Suan Tze (released 11.3.89 after dropping legal action)
Mr Kevin DE SQUZA (released 11.3.89 after dropping leggl action)
Mr Kenneth TSANG Chi Seng (released 21.2.89)
Ms WONG Souk Yee (released 11.3.89 after dropping legal action)
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DETAINEES

DETENTION EXTENDED
New cne—vear detention orders were served on Vincent Cheng and

Teo Soh Lung on 17 June with effect from 19 June, 1989,

Mr Cheng has been held in solitary confinement since his arrest
on 21 May 1987. Ms Teo was detained 'from 21 May 1987 to 26 Sept
1987, re-arrested on 19 April 1988 for joining in a press
statement proclaiming her innoccence, and has been in solitary
conf inement ever since,

EXILED TO OFFSHORE ISLAND

Mr CHIA Thye Poh, an ex—MP arrested on 29 October 1966, was
transferred from the security police prison to internal exile on
17 May 1989 during his 23rd vear of detention. He is now
restricted to Sentosa Island and is forbidden to associate with
any other ex-detainee, to address public meetings, hold office,
take part or assist in activities of or act as advisor to any
organisation or association, or take part in any political
activity., Infringement of any of these conditions will result in
a fine of up to $1,000 or a vear's jail or both.

Mr Chia's address is: Block 11, Fort Siloso Sentosa, 1 Garden
Avenue #03-00, Sentosa, Singapore 0409. For public relations
purposes the govt has given him a job at the war museum on
Sentosa.

MORAL VICTORY

His release from prison into internal exile is a major moral
victory for Chia who has refused to confess to being either a
communist or an advocate of violence, a confession the govt has
spent nearly 23 years demanding from him as a condition of his
release. Mr Chia has always maintained (and still does) that he
i3 neither and therefore has nothing to confess.

DIPLOMATIC TIMING

Renewed international pressure to release this Amnesty
International prisoner of conscience has embarrassed the
government for some time. The chance to extract political
capital from "releasing" Chia came during the Prime Minister's
son's recent visit to Washington., It was aimed at muting
congressional criticism of Singapore's human rights record.

CIVIL LIBERTIES FURTHER RESTRICTED

Mr Kevin De Souza and Ms WONG Souk Yee recently had their
restriction orders renewed for a further two vears with an added
restrictive clause. Other ex—detainees are having their
restriction orders come up for expiry or renewal at this time and
Update will endeavour to give a complete list with details of
restrictions and dates of expiry in its next edition.




COURT HEARINGS PAST AND FUTURE

Last December, an Appeal Court judgement stated that ISA
detentions could be reviewed by the courts on substantive
grounds. However, the Court aliowed the appeal on merely
technical grounds. The detainees were then released and
immediately re—arrested on technically correct detention orders.

The detainees then had to start the process of filing
applications for writs of habeas corpus all over again. This
gave the govt the chance to block all the exits; that is, to
amend the law retrospectively to disallow judicial review on all
but technical grounds and to disallow appeals under the ISA to
the Privy Council.

Under govt pressure, all the detainees dropped their legal
proceedings (as a condition of "early release") except Ms Teo.
Her case was heard in the High Court on March 6-8, 1989 and she
was represented again by eminent QC Mr Anthony Lester.

Mr Lester argued first on the basis that the constitutional
amendments were invalid; secondly, even if the constitutional
amendments were valid, the ISA amendments were not; thirdly, even
if both sets of amendments were valid, they could not prevent Ms
Teo from seeking judicial review of the grounds for her
detention.

QUEEN'S COUNSEL GIVEN THE PUSH

Owing to his success in arguing Ms Teo's case (forcing the govt
to change the constitution — and the ISA - in order to head off
his appeal to the Privy Council), the govt banned Mr Lester from
practising in Singapore again. He was informed of this on
February 20 but was permitted to argue Ms Teo's case March 6-8.

By gquiet diplomacy through the UK's foreign office, Mr Lester
attempted to have the ban lifted but was met with contemptuous
rebuff., Immediately upon his departure from Singapore in March
the govt announced his banning and devoted pages of The Straits
Times to impugning his professicnal integrity, stating that he
interfered in Singapore's domestic politics and that he had
become personally involved in the case. (The Straits Times
11.3.89)

The banning brought a storm of protest from the English legal
profession and a formal protest from the British Foreign Office
which stated: "We regret this action. Mr Lester enjovs the
highest professional and public standing in courts throughout the
Commonwealth, the European Community and elsewhere. Mr Lester's
exclugsion from the courts in Singapore is bound to cause
widespread dismay going bevond the United Kingdom." The
statement called the Singapore govt's version of events
"misleading".

The matter was extensively covered in the British and
international media. Mr Lester’s subseguent article, "A Mockery




Pl

of a Constitution” published in The Independent 24.3.89, is
appended. -

JUDGEMENT : BUSINESS AS USUAL
On 25 April, Mr Justice F A Chua dismissed Mr Lester's arguments

and Ms Tec's application for a writ of habeas corpus in his
judgement. A prominent lawyer in England noted that the
judgement "“reads like a Berlin court in 1942'". The matter now
goes to appeal in the Court of Appeal. This is now the final
authority because appeal to the Privy Council has been abolished.

The appeal date has been set for November. This follows the
pattern of extraordinary delays in hearing habeas corpus cases in
Singapore suggesting collusion between the court authorities and
the govt. In other countries, habeas corpus matters must be

heard immediately.

NEW Q.C. FOR LAST TRY
The govt's banning of Mr Lester may have backfired. An equally

eminent QC, Lord Robert Alexander of Weedon, has accepted to act
for Ms Teo in her appeal to be heard on 13 November, 1989. At
52, he is described as "courteous, approachable and brilliant".
"A giant among men (at 6ft 6in) and among lawvers, he is regarded
as Britain's top civil QC." [The Observer, 22.5.88] He has acted
for the GLC, for the UK Govt in the GCHQ and Spvcatcher cases,

for Kerry Packer, Cecil Parkinson, Ian Botham and Jeffrevy Archer

— and for Lee Kuan Yew and Goh Chok Tong. He was chair of the
English Bar in 1986.

I5A ADVISORY BOARD :
Representations for Mr Cheng were made to the ISA Advisory Board

on 22 April. Mr Justice S5 T Sinnathuray presided. He has an
unenviable record for bringing down decisions favourable to the
govt. The Board has advisory powers only in any case. Mr
Cheng's term was subsequently extended (above).

HOSTAGES BECOME SIGNS OF HOPE
It is very unlikely that the govt will release Mg Teo until after

her final appeal. Even then, it is likely that a period of
straight out punishment will fcllow for her "stubbornness' in
standing up for her rights. She has also refused to give the
secret police any assurance of her silence after release and has
said she will refuse to accept any restrictions on her civil
rights. As the price of her release, the govt will probably
ingist that she admit explicitly and publicly to assisting Mr
Cheng set up an underground communist network. This will be
tantamount to a life sentence as she will never do this.
However, the govt may play on her selflessness and say they will
not release Mr Cheng until she confesses.

It ig also possible that the detainees will be held hostage until
the next elections. However, the govt is also known to be
extremely annoyed at the high level of international support for

Ms Teo and Mr Cheng.




The determinaticon of Ms Teo to use the legal system to obtain
Justice has won the hearts of many Singaporeans. Many in the
legal profession are now sympathetic to her cause. Mr Cheng's
detention remains a moral thorn in the flesh of a compromised
church hierarchy. The new generation of youth and students are
also far more critical and questioning of govt policy in general.

NEW VOICES

New voices are coming to the surface in Singapore. An occasional
newsletter written by "Friends of the Detainees" continues to be
rublished. The March edition offers an analvysis of the current
gituation and points to encouraging signs. (Reproduced as an
appendix.)

ANNIVERSARY MASS
On 21 May, the second anniversary of the start of the detentions

in 1987, a commemorative act was held with a powerful keynote
address by Jenny Chia. {See apprendix.) Many sclidarity messages
were received from around the world. Australian greetings, for
example, were well represented: the Law Faculty of Melbourne
University, Senator Jo Vallentine (Australian Parliament),
Australian Council for Overseas Aid, Singapore Detainees Vigil
Committee in Adelaide and Edgar D'Souza (Melbourne).

REGULAR WORSHIP CONTINUES

Services attended by detainees' families, ex—detainees, church
people and supporiters continue to be held regularly. BAn Faster
service was held at 8t Francis Xavier Minor Seminary on 25.3.89
with the theme "Dispelling the Darkness' and another mass on 22
April with the theme "A Community for Peace".

HUMAN RIGHTS ADDRESS
Update has received a strong statement entitled "Human Rights in

Singapore" delivered as a keynote address by George Khng at a
meeting in Singapore last December. The occasion was the 40th
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Copies
are available on request.

CHINA: SINGAPOREANS SEE THE PARALLELS

Singaporeans have noted that the Prime Minister's only regret
about events in China was that excessive force was used against
the students. The parallels with China that have been drawn in
the community include: a leadership holding on and holding on at
any cost, extensive surveillance of the population electronically
and by secret police and a contemptuous disregard of world
opinion.




POLITICAL

-

PARDON? THE PRESIDENT IS5 HARD OF HEARING

On 5 May, the president of Singapore rejected opposition lawver
Mr J B Jevaretnam's petition for a pardon for convictions which
the Privy Council stated were "misjudgements". Despite this
ringing rebuke of the Singapore judiciary by the law lords, the
govt has decided to tough it out. The granting of a pardon by
the govt would be an admission that the charges were politically
motivated in the first place and would formally recognise the
moral victory handed to Mr Jevaretnam by the Privy Council. As
much was said by Home Affairs Minister Javakumar in parliameni on
19 January when one of the two opposition members raised the

matter. '

FINALLY THE GOVT WANTS FRANCIS SEOW BUT HE'S BUSY

On 22 May, a warrant for the arrest of senior lawyer Mr Francis
SEOW was issued., Because the approximately 60 charges of tax
avoidance are not extraditable offences, the govt is fishing
about for new offences (staying away from court, providing false
information and fabricating false evidence are beginners}.
However, Mr Seow is otherwise engaged: he has taken up a research
fellowship at Yale University for a vear or more. (Mr Seow was
rresident of the Law Society, a former solicitor-general, was
-detained under the ISA for 72 days last vear when defending ISA
detainees and became a non—constituency MP after the last
elections. Actions against him have prevented him from taking up
the seat from which he has now been expellied.)

MPs WITHOUT EVERYTHING: INTRODUCING THE "MF KOSONG"

Even a parliamentary opposition of 2 MPs without the power to
oppose anything is too much for the govt. It has come up with a
new proprosal with the minor side-effect of dispensing with
representative democracy all together: '"non—-elected MPs'" who
cannot vote but only speak who will represent sectors of sociely
and will be c¢hosen by the govt. The Straits Times (20 May)
stated "the intention behind the proposal [is] to allow able and
gualified people who are reluctant to take part in elections to
contribute in Parliament without having to go through the
electoral process... MPs have been discussing details of the
scheme behind closed doors and views from the public will be
sought at a later stage" i.e. after evervything has been decided.

This suggestion comes after the implementation of the non-
constituency MP scheme which gives a seat (but no vote) t¢ the
two highest peolling losers in a general election. However, this
still leaves a token opposition presence. (Only one NC MP
remains, Dr Lee Siew Choh, after Mr Seow was speedily removed.)
There is now only one duly elected voting opposition member in
rarliament plus Dr Lee. There are 80 govt MPs.




In Singapore, if one asks for tea withqut sugar and milk, onhe
asks for "tea kosong" [meaning empty teal. By introducing the
non—elected MP, the govt is now introducing the "MP kosong'.

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH
Under the pretence of attracting more "talent"” to parliament, the

govt is alsoc floating the idea of a restiricted term for MPs so
that they do not feel they have to stay there all their lives
(annocunced by Deputy PM Goh on 14 May). This is only a problem
for PAP MPs because the PAP refuses to be voted out and sets up
electoral gerrymanders. With 38% of the total vote, only one
opposition member got a seat last vear. No doubt any such
provision for restricted terms will be usged primarily against the

opposition.

WHCOPS! NOT QUITE
As part of the govt campaign to "humanise" the Prime Minister and

to establish the basis for dvnastic succession te his son, the
govt media have been plaving up human interest stories.
Unprecedented family photos have appeared: Brig Gen Lee Hsien
Loong with his wife, children and new-born baby for example.

However, during Chinese New Year, a large photo of the Lee clan
(with numbered references) appeared in The Straits Times. Many
people were gquick to note that, even if the PM wants them to
-practise Confucianism, he was not practising it himself. The
PM's father was not at the centre of the family but shunted off

to one side.

THE NEW, IMPROVED LEE KUAN YEW IN 60 MINUTES

The CBS programme (USA) "60 Minutes” has interviewed PM Lee and
will show the programme in September. Viewers will see the PM at
work, in a subway station, jogging in the grounds of the
presidential palace and relaxing with his family.

THE BBC TOQO

The BBC World Service's Omnibus programme on 7 June carried an
interview with PM Lee which received full page coverage in The
Straits Times that week. It would appear that Mr Lee did not
fare as well as the govi-controlled newspaprer implies. The
interviewer asked such questions as whether others in the Cabinet
were afraid of him "because a lot of people in the country are",
whether the voung generation would accept being told what to do
all the time, how many opposition newspaprers there were, whether
he was a "collaborator or quisling" since he worked for the
Japanese during the war and whether he really wanted to make
Malaysia work back in 1963, His answers were, of necessity,
rather evasive. The interviewer alsc implied that elections were
not a real mandate when fear was so prevalent and the opposition

had difficulty being heard.

"THE HAMMER" COVERS CONFERENCES
The opposition Workers' Party newspaper, The Hammer, {(no.2 1989},
recently carried Party leader Mr Jeyaretnam's report on his




attendance at the Regional Council for Human Rights in Asia
conference in Baguio (Philippines) 3-4 March and the human rights
conference in Brussels organised by the Rainbow Group of the
European Parliament and the European Committee for Human Rights
in Malaysia and Singapore (KEHMA-S) 9-10 March. The Hammer (14
pages in Chinese, Malay, Tamil and English) now claims a
circulation of about 200,000.

JEYARETNAM ON RADIO AUSTRALIA

On February 21, Mr Jevaretnam was interviewed on Australia’'s
Radio National "Indian Pacific" programme concerning the govi's
actions against him and the ever more restrictive legislation

being passed in Singapore.

CHURCHES RUN FOR COVER
On 23 Feb the Singapore Council of Churches decided to withdraw

from the Asian regional ecumenical bedy, the Christian Conference
of Asia. During its history the Singapore Council of Churches
(formerly the Singapore Regional Council of Churches of Malaysia
and Singapore) had an active role in commenting on local
political issues e.g it submitted a written representation to
parliament opposing the abolition of the jury system in 1969 when
the Prime Minister was strongly in favour of it. However, the
Anglican and Methodist churches in Singapore and now the Council
itself have decided to distance themselves from the CCA because

-they regard it as too political.

INTERNATIONAL

TELEGRAM FROM PARLIAMENTARIANS IN 7 COUNTRIES

On April 28, 150 legislators from the parliaments of Malavysia,
Canada, Australia, Japan, New Zealand, the Netherlands and the US
sent a cable to the Singapore Govt calling on it to release or
grant fair trials to Mr Cheng and Mz Tec and to lift restrictions
on ex~detainees. The cable was coordinated by the Human Rights

Caucus of the US Congress.

US LAWYERS TAKE UP THE CASE
In March, the New York-based LAWYERS COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

(LCHR) took up the banning of Anthony Lester QC from Singapore in
its "Lawver to Lawver Network'" newsletter. It asked lawyers to
write to the Singapore govt requesting that Mr Lester be
permitted to continue representing Ms Teo and "expressing concern
that the banning may infringe upon the independence of the
judiciary in Singapore".

On 28 April, the LCHR sent a fax to Vice President Quavie during
his visit to Singapore requesting him '"to raise as violations of
the Universal Declarations of Human Rights the continued
detention of Ms Teo and Mr Cheng and the restrictions imposed on
those released.”




On May 9, in preparation for the visit of Singapore Trade and
Industry minister, Brig Gen lLee Hgsien Loeng to Washington, the
L.CHR sent a briefing memo to congress members of the Foreign
Affairs Committee outlining the detentions, restrictions and the
ban on Mr Lester, calling for an end to all these actions,

The General's visit was part of Singapore's concerted campaiogn to
fix the damage to its international image caused by such an
intensive and successful human ricghts campaign over the last 2
vears., He gave speeches (eg to the Asia Society) which attempted
to justify the continued use of the Internal 8Security Act.

SEOW ADDRESSES LAWYERS
On 31 March, Mr Francig Seow delivered an address to the LCHR at

the United Nations Building during which he narrated the events
in S8ingapore since 1987. Of Ms Teo, he said, "Much wrong has
been done to her, much grievous wrong is being done to her by the
government's continued detention of her. The PM knows full well,
as I do, that she is no more a Marxist than he is or I am."

ASIA WATCH
The US-based human rights organisation ASIA WATCH has published a

book The Persecution of Human Rights Monitors Dec 87-Dec 88 which
chronicles the detention of 15 of the recent detainees in
Singapore plus opposition leader, J B Jevaretnam. Asia Watch
continues to be active in lobbying US political leaders on the
detentions.

THE IRELAND-SINGAPORE ALLIANCE

The IRELAND-SINGAPORE ALLIANCE has been waging a strong campaign
since May last vear against the use of the Internal Security Act
in Singapore and for the release of Mr Chia Thye Poh. Mr Tim
O0'Brien, Chairperson of the Swords Labour Party and leader of the
Alliance, (64 Cherry Ave, River Valley, Swords, Dublin, Tel: 01-
404 551) has engaged in a spirited exchange of correspondence in
The Irish Times with Singapore's Ambassador Abdul Aziz Mahmood
this vear. Ms Margaret John, Coordinator for Singapore and
Malaysia, Canadian Amnesty International, joined in the
correspondence (letters appeared:27.1/24.2/17.3/9.5.89).

The 1989 Irish Labour Party Conference adopted a resolution
expressing concern on human rights in Singapore.

Irish human rights groups have also held public meetings to
highlight the detention of all ISA detainees. Ms TANG Fong Har,
lawyer and the detainee who signed the April 18, 1988 statement
but escaped re—arrest, has addressed them.

EX-DETAINEE ISSUES CHALLENGE

In a letter to The Independent newspaper (London) on 14.4.89, Ms
TANG challenged the Singapore High Commission "to produce
concrete evidence of any kind that 1 was involved in a subversive
Marxist plot which evidence both they and I know does not exist".




She was responding to letters from the High Commission (3 & 10
April) in which "libelious and false" allegations were made.

500 LETTERS
The 5t Charles' Justice and Peace Group and the Royal Grammar

School Amnesty International Group (Newcastle upon Tyne, UK) have
been encouraging local people to write to the Singapore govt
exXpressing concern at the continuing detention of Ms Teo and Mr
Cheng. About 500 letters were sent in April/May.

CARDIFF TOO
Another group in the UK, the Cardiff Justice and Peacs Group,

gsent at least 15 Easter cards to Ms Teo and Mr Cheng "to let them
know they are not forgotten®. In April, the group used the
national conference of Justice and Peace groups (held in Leeds)
to publicise the Singapore situation. The group was also sending
postcards to the govt. They made a Novena of praver for the
feast of Pentecost, praving for comfort and strength for the
prisoners and their families and "a change of heart for the Prime

Minister”.

JAPANESE COMMEMORATION OF 21 MAY

On May 21, in Osaka, the Kansai Emergency Committee for Human
Rights in Singapore (KECHRIS) held a meeting on the anniversary
of the initial detentions 2 vears ago. The meeting sent a letter
-to the Singapore govt. stating that "all those arrested were
gimply working to help the weak in poor social conditions which
is no more than the duty of every citizen"”. The letter demanded
release of the detainees and lifting of restrictions on ex—

detainees.

Every day since February 1988 KECHRIS have sent a card to the
Singapore Ministry of Home Affairs demanding the release of the
detainees. KECHRIS is also publishing a boocklet on the
detentions.

MAJOR AUSTRALIAN CHURCH CONFRONTS SINGAPORE DIPLOMAT
Remarkable admissions were made by Singapore’'s High Commissioner
to Augtralia on 27 April. He admitted:

— that detainees held under the Internal Security Act ars
harshly treated in their first weeks of detention;

~ that the Singapore govt could "perhaps have acted with more
restraint” when it occupied the Christian Conference of Asia's
international headguarterszs on Dec 30, 1987 and then expelled the

organisation.

— that the Catholic hierarchy in Australia does not agres with
his govt's actions against church workers.

—~ that, given the govi pressure on the churches [in Singaporel,
their action of withdrawing from the CCA was understandablse.




These admissions came during an hour-long meeting in Canberra
between High Commissioner John Conceicao and the General
Secretary and other senior staff of the Uniting Church of
Australia. The Church is a member of the expelled ecumenical
body, the CCA, and was making clear its objijections to this
exXpulsion as well as more generally to the use of the Internal

Security Act.

Further, the church leaders stated that the govt had failed to
substantiate its allegations against the CCA and should respond
to the CCA's refutation of them. Mr Conceicao said his govt had
no intention of responding further. He disagreed that no govt
had the right to define what is legitimate religiocus action.

Mr Conceicao is known to have links with the extremist anti-
communist religious Right in Australia (notably Mr Santamaria in
Melbourne) and with similar leadership in the Indonesian
churches.

The Uniting Church intends to take these matiters further.

VIGILS AND SERVICES

The Adelaide SINGAPCORE DETAINEES VIGIL COMMITTEE continues its
vigil outside the Singapore Airlines office in that city every
Saturday. In Melbourne, a service is planned for Singapore's

-national day on August 9.

JOURNAL COVERS SINGAPORE DETENTIONS
The Australian—-based journal Hak—Hak Manusia (Human Rights]
covered Singapore human rights concerns in its April issue.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL APPEALS

On 19 June, Amnesty Internatiocnal's London H{Q sent out an "Urgent
Action" worldwide asking members to write to Singapore officials
to express concern about the new detention orders served on
Vincent Cheng and Teo Soh Lung, to urge immediate and
uncenditional release and to regquest the lifting of restrictions

on ex—detainees.

On March 8, AI highlighted Ms Tec’'s case in its Women's Day
appeals,

CANADA TOO
The Canadian Section of Amnesty International on 17 May sent out

a similar appeal after the release into exile of Mr Chia Thye
Poh, welcoming his partial release and raising the ¢cases of the
two remaining detainees. Group 121 (Estevan, Canada) continues
to work on Mr Cheng's case. Its coordinator, Mary Slotsve, has
been writing to local media (Southsak This Week, 2.1.89; The
Carlvle Obgerver, 13.1.89).

FILIPING LAWYERS
The Protestant Lawverg League of the Philippines continues to

monitor the Singapore detentions and to remain in touch.




MEDIA

The court case brought by the Singapore govt against The Far
Eastern Economic Review (Hongkong) is set for 25 September and
will last 2 to 3 weeks. Mr Geoffrey Robertson QC (from Sydney)
will represent the Review. '

As usual there has been extensive media coverage internationally
especially of the treatment of Francis Seow and Anthony Lester
and the renewal of the detention orders last month. There has
also been very wide coverage of Singapore's increased fineg for
not flushing public toilets!

Update reprints some of the main editorial comment and feature
articles we have received. Bernard Levin's second article on Ms
Teo's detention ("An All—-consuming Spite', The Times, 10.4.89)
was reprinted in a number of places including The Australian
24.4.89 which also reprinted his first article back in January.
We reprint it as an appendix along with other items,

A brief selection of other comment received includes: The
Financial Times (London) carried a harsh comment on Singapore's
banning of Mr Lester (Justinian, 20.3.89). The Christchurch Star
(NZ) reprinted a feature by Mark Baker from the Melbourne Herald
on Francis Seow entitled "A bitter clash of Singapore Lions —
All-powerful Lee Kuan Yew appears to have stilled another
dissident voice." The Hot Pregs (Ireland) carried an article on
human rights in Singapore and the detentions on 4 May. The
Report on Business Magazine (Canada) carried a highly critical 6
page illustrated feature article by Thomas Walkom entitied "In
His Own Image", subtitled "Singapore’'s leader, Lee Kuan Yew,
believes in cleanliness, industry and sugenics. The city—state
he rules is a remarkable capitalist success story — and a place
where some of the brightest people want out.”

EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN SINGAPORE
P O Box 28-100, Christchurch, Aotearca—-New Zealand.
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EDITORIALS

SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST {(HONGKONG)

2 February 1989

Dummshmg democracy

THE decision by the Smgapore ,

"Government to end appeals to
the Privy Council in London for
those detained under the Inter-
nal Security Act (ISA) is as un-
necessary as it is reactionary,

. Singapore has never been more

politically stable and prosperous, .
with no real threat, either inter-

nally or externally,

. The new legislation means
that Singapore will revert to the
draconian ISA of 17 years ago,
when the judiciary was prevent-
ed from questioning Govern-
ment tactics against what it
called subversion, and what the
West regarded as dissent.

This latest step, which further
displays the Gqvernment’s dom-

‘ination of the judicial process,

was taken following a‘D.ecemb&r,

court ordecreleasing folir ISA de- -

tainees; the four were re-arrested
minutes after an order freed
them from Internal Security De-
partment custody. The new rule

will further distance the Singa- .
pore justice system from the En-
glish Common Law upheld by .

the British Privy Council, and
which is still the basis of most
Singapore legislation.

Those in Hongkong who con-

tinue to express gloom about the
territory may reflect that the in-
dependent judiciary we now en-
joy, and will continue to do so in

the future, enshrines more rights |

and freedoms than could be

found today in the democracy of
Smgapore.

ASIAN WALL STREET JOURNAL (HONGKONG)

15 February 1989

Medieval Singapore

For anyone who still doubis that
_$ingapore's Lee Kuan Yew s down on

democratie  freedoms, iHuminating
imes He ahead, Not contert with Jal-
ing the opposition's two most promi
rent figures and Xicking them out of
parliament, Prime Minlster Lee and
his ruling People’s Action Party have
preity  much repealed the Magna
Carla,

On January 30, the 82 {0 1 PAP
majority in  Singapore’s parlament
fook the vislonary step of abolishing
Lhe right of habeas corpus. At Jeast,
anyone arrested under Singapore's In.
ternal Securlty Act may no longer chal-
lenge in court the grounds for delen-

- tlon, Such cases may no jonger be ap-
pealed to the British Privy Council in
London, The whole package is retroac-
{lve fo 1971, In-effect, though, It harks
back {o sometime before Xing John Is-
sued the Magna Carta In the year 1215,
whieh Is to say, the Middle Ages.

$ingapare's autheritles explatn that

. the aim 1s simply to protect thefr ls-
land-state's security, Even before the
new law against fustleial review, the
Internai Security Act allowed the Exec-
utive to exereise "preventive deten-
tlon"; people could be locked up inde.

finitely without charges or trial it the
authoritles suspeeted they might even.

tualty endanger the state, Last summer
the authoritles took an expansive view
of internal securlty when the Repub-
Itc's feading opposition figure, Franels
Seow, behaved In ways that led the
governmenl to suspect ha was planning
to run for a seat in parlfament, Mr,
Seow was detained and interrogated for
12 days, and released in tkma to run in
the September election but teo Jate fo
organize a serfous challenge 1o Mr,
Lee's ruling People’s Actlon Farly, So
the PAP won £0 seals. The opposition

carried one, plus a consofatlon prize of
two token seats with limited privileges.
One went lo Mr, Seow, but was
snatched back almost tmmedialely
when lhe government after combing
through his law office records snagged
him for what It says was tax eva.
slon.

Presumably all this helped save Sin-
gapore from the ruln Mr, Lee fears,
But new threats argse. In November,
the British Privy Counell reprimanded
the Singapore courts by way of a rullng
on an appeal by ancther epposition poli-
tielan and lawyer, Joshua Benjamin
Jeyaretnam, Mr. Jeyaretnam got him-
self twlce elected fo parifament -only
to end up jalted, unseated, and dls-
barred. Ha appealed the disbarment to
the Privy Councit In London, which re-
viewed his tangles with the Stngapore
courts and concluded that through a
serfes of Singapore judlelal “misjudge-
ments," Mr. Jeyaretnam had on ali
counts suffered “grievous Infustice,”

In December came another assault
on Mr, Lee's political castle, A Singa-
pore appeals court got brave encugh o
order the release on slechnical
grounds~in lne with rulings by Lon:
don’s Privy Councll-of four people de-
fained under the 1SA. They were rear
rested as they left the prison gates. The
power of the Privy Council fo review
ISA cases has now been abolfshed.

it’s a sad move for any natlon when
the law of the larnd devolves into a po-
litieal tool for the ruling party, It's an
especially disappolnilng turn iIn Singa-
pore, where once Mr. Lee's vislon |;
helped develop a tiny, Impoverished fs- ‘
land Into a world-class port known for
lis free commerce and fast develop-
ment, These days Mr. Lee's leadership
lends itself more readily to the develop-
ment of a small, medleval foriress.
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by Nicholas Ashford

Freedom follows
‘prosperity — but
not in Singapore

- EDWARD HEATH’S famous
. reproach, “the unacceptable

face of capitalism”, couid well
be applied to Singapore these
days, The behaviour of Lee
Kuan Yew, the prosperous city-
_etate’s overlong-serving leader,

i 1members of his sycophantic

"wuministration is becoming in-
creasingly intolerant. Consider
the latest example of Singapor-
ean callousness. The govern-
ment recently approved a law
ordering tens of thousands of il-
legal immigrants, most of them
Thais, to leave the island by to-
day, Those who fail to do so
face three months imprison-
ment and at least three strokes
of the cane (a raftan stick
which, I am told, is a lot more
painful than the bamboo cane
of my schooldays).

It can be argued, of course,
that any country has the right to
rid itself of illegal immigrants.
However, in Singapore’s case
the foreign labourers were
brought in, with a wink and a
nod from the goverament, to
service the country’s booming

_economy and to perform tasks

“ich more prosperous Singa-
pre-
pared to do, But now that the
economy is beginning to slow (a

Last month a prominent Brit-
ish barrister, Anthony Lester,
QC, who has frequently ap-
peared in Singapore courts, was
permanenily banned from prac-
tising in any type of case there,
His alleged ‘“crime” was
“threatening and intimidating”
the Singapore government and
campaigning for his ctient, Teo
Soh Lung, a political detainee,

beyond the confines of the -

introduced in the Singapore
parliament which would further
reduce the nation’s links with
the Privy Council in London,

i court. And this week a bill was
|
!

" East Asia. Nowadays, however, .

rowth rate of only 6 per cent is

orecast for the present year .

compared with 1l per cent for
198?5 the government wants to
send them packing,

Singapore used to be the
T of South-East
Asta. Under “Harry”
forceful and enlightened lead-
ership during the 1960s and
1970s, the country became a
symbol of prosperity, stability
and democracy in a region
which was short on all three
commodities. But in recent
years Singapore’s success has
begun to turn sour.

Opponents of M Lee's in-
creasm%ly authoritarian style of
leadership have been rounded
up, held in detention for tongish
periods and, in some cases, for-

|

the republic’s highest appeal
court. )
Normally, one expects toler-
ance and freedom to accom-
pany stability and prosperity.
But the opposite seems to have
been the case in Singapore. A
decade and a half ago, when the
Americans were losing the Viet-
nam war, the Singaporeans had
reason to fesr the spread of
communism through South-

it seems to be in retreat almost
everywhere, yet the spectre of
Marxist conspiracies has been
used to justil}; crack-downs on
political "dissidents, whose pri-
mary aim has been to establish
an alterpative political move-.
ment in the country, not to
overthrow the government.

Nor can the threat of racial

" conflict be used to justify Mr

Lee’s

tured. Foreign publications, .

among
The Wall Street Jownal and the
Far Eastern Economic Review
have been restricted. Foreign
journalists have been banned or
expelled.

them Time magazine, -

well-integrated and

Lee’s heavy-handed approach
to governance. Although there
are Malay and Indian minorities
in Singapore, they are relatively
ose no
threat to the island’s over-
whelming Chinese majority, In
fact, Singapore is one of those
rare places where the govern-
ment would appear to have al-
most no causes for serious con-
cern — standards of living are
high; the people appear pas-
sively content; the economy, al-
though slowing, is performing
better than in most other coun-
tries; the ruling People's Action
Party (PAP) controls all but one

. seat in parliament (even though |

it wort only just over 60 per cent }

of the vote in the 1988 elec- |

tions); the country is at peace; |
the crime rate is low and the |
streets are squeaky clean. o

15.

THE INDEPENDENT
{London) 1 April 1989

»

So why doés Mr Lee seem de-
termined to rule his tiny nation
like an old-style eastern poten-
tate, who is not only intolerant
of opposition but who also takes
any criticism of the way Singa-
pore is governed as a personal
affront? One theory is that Mr .
Lee has always been an inter-
ventionist at heart. Having per-
fected a system of corporate
capitalism, he has had attention
tospare in the past few years for
a comparable assault on the is-
land’s political and social struc-
tures. However, as he has grown
old in power he has lost respect |
for his opponents and for the
possibility of contradiction.

Many years ago, as a young
politician fresh from Cam-
bridge, he used to say: “You
have to win every argument ev-
ery time.” Nowadays, he rarely
bothers to argue and instead re-
fines the power of the state to

re-empt dissent in any form.

ut unlike other authoritarian
leaders, he never acts arbi-
trarily, Everything is kept within
the rule of taw. He has used the
law to impose his will on the na-
tion, stifle’ freedom of speech
and crush the opposition. It is
indicative of Mr Lee’s tegalistic

“approach to politics that his

government is now trying to si-
fence one of his main critics,
Francis Seow, not only by dis-
qualifying him from taking up a
non-voting seat in Parliament
but also through the courts,
where he has been convicted in
absentia of tax evasion,
" Another explanation for Mr
Lee's increasing high-handed-
ness is that he and his party are:
nervous about Singapore’s po-
litical and economic stabiiity af-!
ter Mr Lee, who is now aged 63,
stands down. Mr Lee has domi-
nated Singapore since He first
became Prime Minister in 1939
and there is no one with his cha-
risma and strength of personal-
ity to succeed him. He has said
he will hand over the premier-
ship to Goh Chok Tong, his
deputy, in two years’ time. But
Mr Goh inspires little confi-
dence, even in Mr Lee, who has
ublicly rebuked him for being
insufficiently ~forceful. Al
though it.is expected that Mr
Lee will continue to exercise
immense political influence af-

ter Mr Goh takes over — as ex-
ecutive president or party lead-
er or through his son, Brigadier
Lee Hsien Loong (another
prime ministerial contender) —
there are fears that the 40 per
cent of the population who did
not vote for the PAP last year
could quickly throw their weight
behind an eifective opposition.
If this were to happen PAP’s
dominance over parliament and
the istand’s political life could
be eroded. It is the plausibility
as much as the size of any 0ppo-
sition which concerns the gov-
ernment.

With or without Mr Lee at
the helm, however, Singapore is
going to have to face the fact
fhat in the long run a successful,-
open economy can only thrive
in an open and free society.
Institutionalised one-party,
one-man rule of the "nanny
knows best” variety cannot sur-
vive for ever in the modemm
world.
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Emergency committee for human rights

in Singapore ,

9 JULY 1989

UPDATE 27

SPECIAL REPORT

VINCENT CHENG TAKES LEGAL ACTION

.+

On 28 June Mr Vincent CHENG filed an application for a writ of
habeas corpus. The case has to be heard in the High Court and
then can be appealed to the Court of Appeal. This will be the
first time that Vincent's case comes up in an official public

forum in Singapore.

This is a chance for international organisations to show public
support for Vincent. UPDATE will be suggesting some ways in
which this might be done once the dates for his High Court
hearing have been set.

Vincent is undertaking this course action knowing in advance that
all the legal exits have heen blocked and that the application
will ultimately not succeed. However, he is bringing the
injustice done to him into the public eve by this means. It is
up to us to support him.

Vincent was Secretary for the Justice and Peace Commission of the
Archdiocese and was related to the other churches through the
ecumsnical movement. He was part of the Urban Rgral Migszion
network of the Christian Conference of Asia and the World Council
of Churches.

Here is how the government—controlled Straits Times reported
Vincent's legal step. Allegations are once again reported as
fact and forced confession as evidence:
° ' He was originally de-  Cheng but thelr applica-
Detalnee ‘/ lncent tained for a two-year perl-  tiong were all dismissed by
od. Last week, the Govern-  he High Court.
: o ment  extended his Teo's latest chaltenge be-
° detention by another year.  tore the Court of Appeal’
eng eS “ rl ©Interviewed on televislon  hag been fixed for Novem-
. shortly after his arrest, . per this year and she will
Cheng admitted that he and e represented by Lord Al-

of habeas COTPUS  mfiedy e Covernment - Granaery & encerie

DETAINEE Vincent Cheng,
who played a key role in
the Marxist conspiracy that
saw the arrest of 22 people
in 1987 under the Internal
Security Act, has filed &
writ of habeas corpus chal-
lenging his detention.

The writ was filed last
Wednesday by his lawyer,
Mr Patrick Seong, who was
himself briefly detained un-
der the ISA last May.

Cheng, a [ull-time Ro-
man Catholic Church work-

as the mastermind of the  ypa in public law.

conspiracy, shared the goal
of establishing a *'classless
society” in Singapore.

Only two still -
under detention

Their strategy, he salid,
was to establish a broad

" base of groups to oppose

the Government, using vio-
lent means ''if peaceful
means don’t work™.

Cheng and lawyer Teo
Soh Lung, whose detention

The Straits Times

(Weekly Overseas Edtn)
1 July 1989

was also extended for an-
‘ » other year last week, are |
VINCENT CHENG the only detainees still held
-~ ,.has been in detentlon since / fn connection with the

J his arrest in May, 1987, . Marxist conspiracy.
Six of the 22 Hled writs of
habeas corpus before

er, has been in detention .|
since his arrest in May .




