UPDATE 28
SINGAPORE HUMAN RIGHTS ALERT

The Maintenance of Religious Harmony Bill

Emergency committee for human rights
in Singapore .

MARCH 1990

CONTENTS

GOVERNMENT TARGETS THE CHURCH: LEGISLATION FOR POLITICAL
CONTROL OF THE PULPIT

Special Brief

Naming a New Enemy

RENDER UNTO CAESAR

Prohibition Orders Against Clergy
SINGAPORE RELIGIOUS LEADERS OBJECT
Malaysian & Australian Bishops Protest
RELIGIQUS EDUCATION CANCELLED '

WORLD METHODISTS APPEAR TO ENDORSE GOVERNMENT POLICY -
ECUMENICAL FELLOWSHIP BROKEN

Detaineegs’ News

World Methodist Council Misinformed?
GOVERNMENT MANIPULATION INEVITABLE
Political Detainees — So What?

AMERICAN METHOPRIST SPEAKS QUT

Government Now Makes Theology

METHODIST CREDIBILITY

WCC's Strong Stand Supported by Churches

CHRISTMAS CAROLS BRING POLICE ACTION

Sponsors: * Jim Anderion M.P. + Jocelyn Armsirong ®

Court Dismisses Case

SILENCED BY THE LAW

Families Under Heavy Surveillance

ILLEGAL COMMEMORATION OF CHRIST'S BIRTHDAY
Catholic Masses Under Pressure
EX~-DETAINEES' RESTRICTION ORDERS

Katle Boanas » Prof J Burrows ¢ Very Rev Dr Alan Brash » Jan Cormack # Fr John Curnow * Sonja Davies M.P. » Manuka Henare »

Canon Hone Kaa » Michael Knowles » Margaret Lovell-Smith  Archdeacan Alan McKenzie o Sir Guy Powles # Rev Barbara Stepheas ¢ Rev David M Taylor » Bishop Whakahuihui Vercoe »

P.O, Box 28-100, Charistchurch,
Aotearoa {New Zealand}
Fax {(3)665-194



International Actions : '

WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES SENDS CABLE TO PRIME MINISTER

~ Canadian Govt & Churches Keep Up Pressure

— AMNESTY OFFICE NAMED AFTER DETAINEE

— Asia Watch Publishes "Silencing All Critics®
—~ INTERNATIONAL LAWYERS TAKE ACTION

Submissions to UN by Pax Romana, Amnesty, ICJ
SUPPORT FROM EDINBURGH, JAPAN & HONGKONG

!

Politicial Briefs

"IT'S A MESSY BUSINESS ATTACKING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH"
— Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew, 1988

— The PM's Libel Case & the Church
HE DOTH PROTEST TOC MUCH

— Opposition Lawyer BSues

— SECURITY LAWS TO REMAIN

— Political Btability Declines

Media Summary & Reprints

"CALL MONKEY, CUT CHICKEN." THE PRIME
MINISTER DREW THE BACK OF HIS HAND ACROSS HIS
THROAT., IT WAS A MOST EXPRESSIVE GESTURE.

Read about this OBSERVER interview along with extracts
& reprints from the world press in the Media section.
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SINGAPORE HUMAN

By LNDSAY MURDOCH,
South-East Asla comespondent,
Singapore, Sundey .
Religlous leaders will soon be
banned from making sermons or
stalements ¢ritical of the Govern-
ment of Singapore. .

They and members of refigious
groups whose words or actlons
threaten Singapore's “religlous
barmony™ will face orders o stop
preaching, fines or Jall.

‘The Government adnalis hat
the new law wlil clash with some
religlons, notably Islam and Chris-
ilanily, because of a beltef that
lhre falths Invelve all aspects of
life.

Some religious teaders are he-
lieved to have objected In meet-
Ings with Singapore's leaders, bui
the Government says the law will
be enacted early In 1880,

1t will altow the Government to
act against a religlous leader or
group that causes people o be-
come “disallected with the Presi-
dent or the Goyernment”,

Slngapore's ‘Inlernal -Security

Depariment, 1n a report {o the
Government that was released at
the weekend, recommended ban-
ning public speeches or writings
by anyone deemed to be stirring
up 1H-will belween religious
groups or promoting & political
cause or subversive activities un-
der the guise of religion.

The report accused Protestant,
Catholle, Musllsn and Stkh groups
of baving threatened religlous
barmony or having become In-
volved In politich 1n recent years.

It warned of the exploltation of
rellglon by “Marxisis and other
subversive elemenis {or thejr own
political ends”, and sald that India

and the Philippines were coun- .

tries in which re¢liglon had been
exploited for polltical motives.
Its release coincided with the

New Year message from the Ro-

man Catholi¢ Church in the Phil-
ippines, which urged the Govern-
ment of Presldent Aquine fo
implement reforms,

Under the new iaw, the same
message ¢ould not be sent by a
church in Singapore. -

‘The Archbishop of Manlta, Car-
dinal Jaime Sin, satd: “Qur Gov-
ernment ... must get lis acl to-
gether, or alt of us may forfeit the
hard-won constitutional democra-
¢y which Is now ours.”

The report of Singapore’s Infer-
nal Security Department claimed
that one Catholic preacher tried

to Infiltrate, subvert and controd
varlous church and student or-
ganisations In Slngapore haviag
seen the communlst party in (ke
Philippines use the church as a
cover to advance iis cause.

Singapore has, in recent years,
used its draconian Internal Secu-
rity Act to arrest Catholic priests
and MusHm activists. I has also
banned religlous activists from
Stngapore and lssued warnings o
rival religlous groups.

The Government sald the law
would enable "pre-emptive action
to be faken more quickiy than
possible under exlsting laws,
which elther need court prosecu-
lon or resull in too severe a pun-
jchment, such a8 detention under
the Internal Security Aet™.

The Government will ba able to
jssue prohibition orders en indl-

- viduals or groups. Vielations will
be dealt with in court. People or .

groups convicted will face a maxi
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mum fine of $AG000 or up to two |

years' Jall or both. Repeat offend-
ers will recelve siitter penaktles,
 Sensitive

The Govarnment plans to set-up
a Presidential Councit for Rell-
glous Harmony to moderate refa-
tlons between reliplous - groups
and “advise the Government on

sensitive religious matters, Repre-

sentatives from the main reii-
gions will be Invited to sit on (he
counell.

Singapore’s Constitutlon guar-
antees freedom of worship to all,

In the 1930 census, 56 per cent
of the 2.6 milllon population were
Buddhists and Taolsts, 16 per cent
Mustims, 10 per ¢ent Christians
and four per cent Hindus,

“The report warned that it was
fecessary {o act because more
than one religlous group ln Siaga-
pore believed that separating reti-
gion and politics was not possible,
Tt sald the groups woutd colilde it
they carried cut thelr bellefs to
the fuli. B

The ISD report sald that aggres-
sive proselytising and explottation
of religlon for political and sub-
versive purposes posed serlous
tbreats {o reiiglous and racial har-
mony and public ordsr. “Unless
all religlous groups exercise mod-
erafion and tolerance In their efs
forts lo win converis and matniain
a rigorous separation between re-
tiglon and polttics, there will be
religlous friction, community
strife and polltical instability la
Singapore.”

Y THE AGE ” Melbourne, AUSTRALIA

1 1 &%~
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GOVERNMENT TARGETS THE CHURCH:

THE MAINTENANCE
HARMONY BILL

oF RELIGIOQUS

Government will control what ¢lergy
may say from the pulpit and who is
to be appointed to church
positions,

On 15 January 1990,
Government introduced the
Maintenance of Religious Harmony
Bill which mirrored the White Paper

the Singapore

tabled in parliament on 26
December. Under the pretext of
granting itself a "neutral” role in
preserving harmony between
religions, the Bill gives the
Government effective political

control of all religious bodies.

THE CHURCH'S TURN

The mechanisms and inter-religious
goodwill already exist to resolve
occasional problems arising from
over—zealous missionary activiiy or
other insensitivity. The
Government is really aiming at the
elimination of religious bodies as
potential independent, critical
voices in Singapore society. All
other independent institutions have
been systematically crughed and
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cpposition parties, trade unions, media, universities etc.). Now
it is the church's turn along with other religious bodies.

The decision to move against the church politically may also be
motivated by the government’'s research which reveals that
Christians increased from 10.3% of the population in 1980 to
18.7% in 1988, Christians are disproportionately represented in
the higher paid white collar, professional” and business sectors.
For reasons of political self-preservation, the government =eems
to be moving to prevent Christians and their institutions from
relating their faith to their political context.

Since May 1987, the Singapore Government has arrested, harshly
interrogated and detained without trial 22 community leaders
(many of them church-related) and two of their defence lawyers.
The Catholic Justice and Peace Commission, the Catholic weekly,
the Catholic centre for migrant workers, informal legal aid to
workers, the SBtudent Christian Movement, drama and student groups
were all suppressed and some forced to disband. The Government

expelled from Singapore the headguarters of the Christian

Conference of Asia (the Asian ecumenical council! of churches)
during Christmas 1987. The Government has waged an unrelenting
media campaign against the church and its theological commitment

to social transformation.

NAMING A NEW ENEMY: SINGAPORE LEADS THE WAY

Legislative provisions to control what c¢lergy may sa? from the
pulpit and who may be appointed to church positions are the
latest phase of this attack on the church.

Because of the credibility problem the government would face if
it imprisons clergy without trial as suspected Marxists under the
Internal Security Act, a new enhemy has to be found. The recent
formal surrender in Thailand of the remnant of the Communist
Party of Malaya and events in Eastern Europe make fabricated
Marxist conspiracies a less credible excuse for repression
anyway. By conjuring up the threat of religicus discord and
communalism instead of communism, Singapore is leading the wavy
once again in finding a new national threat to replace the
spectre of communism. The religious harmony legislation achieves
the same ends as the Internal Security Act of silencing the
clergy through the removal of civil liberties or imprisoning them
without legal recourse. The church as an institution will thus
be forced intc submission by a mixture of state regulation and

cutright fear.

THE GREAT watL OF Hhemony

Cartoon Lo human rl'ﬁh.l’s
prmphlet, Sinqapore.




SINGAPORIE

New laws aimed at controlling religious workers

By N. Batakrishnan

ingapore is in the process of drafting

legisiation that will define and con-

trol the proselytisation and practice
of religion in the country, thus extending
legislative control over the last major or-
gandsations free to propagate ideas and de-
termine their own internal affairs without
government control.

The laws, contained in a white paper ta-
bled in parliament on 26 December 1989,
would allow the minister of home affairs to

- prohibit religious workers deemed subver-
sive or threatening religious harmony from
addressing congregations and holding of-
fice in religious publications. After deciding
who are the religious workers engaging in
in such activities, the minister will issue
them an initial warning not repeat such ac-

ender unto Caesar

while the government may be concemned
about the misuse of religion for political
purpose, 5o the “church is concerned about
the possible misuse of the proposed legisla-
tion to silence lawful dissent and legitimate
criticism,”

The Majilis Ugama Islam, the body gov-
erning Isfam in Singapore, has not com-
mented on the matter. :

The white paper said it is important to
prevent hatred and ill-will within Singa-
pore’s multi-radal and multi-religious so-
ciety. In addition, religious workers should
be prevented from engaging in politics
“under the guise of propagating or practis-
ing any religious belief,” or from “exciting
disaffection against the president or the
govemnment” and “carrying out subversive
activities under the guise of propagaling or
practising any religious belief.”

‘The white pa-

~

| per states that

e

e

members of reli-
gious bodies can
take part in elec-
toral politics, but
“they must not do
s0 as leaders of
their religious con-
stituency.”

The  govem-
ment intends to set
up a presidential
coundl for reli-
gious  harmony,
which will consist
of 15 members and
will be appointed
on the advice of
another  exsting

advisory  group:

Zr Po

fions. Those found guilty of committing
such an offence after the initial warning
would face imprisonment and fines.

The Archdiocese of the Catholic Church
in Singapore issued a statement expressing
grave reservations about the proposed laws
and said it feared they may be used to si-
lence legitimate criticism. In the statement,
issted on 8 January, the archdiocese said
while it supported the government's efforts
to maintain religious harmony, “to say that
religion and politics can be separated is at
best an ambiguous statement,” noting that
“there can be an overlap between the secu-
lar and the religious.”

The statement added, “loyalty to the na-
tion is not to be identified with loyalty
to the government,” and concluded  that
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the  Presidential

Council for Minority Rights. The members
of the coundl on religious harmony will
have a three-year tenure.

The proposed legislation is backed by
stiff penalties, A first offence would carry a
maximum sentence of two years in jail or
a 5$10,000 (US$5,263) fine and a second
would carry a maximum of three years’ im-
prisonment or a fine of 5§20,000, or both.
The minister of home affairs will be re-
quired to give 14 days’ notice of any prohib-
ition orders he intends to make to those
concerned, the head of the relevant religi-
ous group and the cound on religiots har-
mony. The council can give its views to the
minister, but the minister's dedision will be
final. .

Even those who directly work with re-

18 JANUARY 1990

ligious bodies are also covered in the ambit
of the law proposed in the white paper.
“Where those outside the religious group
or institution are instigating those with the
religious group to engage in such conduct,
prohibition orders can also be issued
against them requiring them to desist,” the
white paper states. Such people are subject
to the same penalties as offending religicus
workers,

In an annex to the white paper prepared
by the Internal Security Depariment called
“Religious Trends — A Security Perspec-
tive,” a number of Catholic priests and for-
eign Islamic preachers are named as having
engaged in activities that mixed religion
and politics in a harmful way. All the Is-
famic preachers named are barred from en-
tering Singapore, raising the possibility that
the Catholic priests named may be among
the first to be affected by the passage of the
new laws. The Catholic priests named are
Adrian Antony, Andre Vicior Chiristophe,
Edgar d'Souza, Patrick Goh and Joseph Ho.
Christophe is said to be a French national
and d’'Souza is now living in Australia,

The white paper says the government
can deal with religious subversives under
existing legislation, notably the Internal
Security Act — which allows for detention
without trial of those considered a threat to
national  security
- and the Sedi-
tion Ad, which al-
lows for detention
of persons promot-
ingpe illbwill  “be-
tween  different
races or classes of
the population.”
But the paper said
specific legislation
against  religious
subversives  was
considered more
efficient.

The whife pa-
per also makes ref-
erence to Vincent Cheng, a Catholic lay
worker detained under the Internal Sec-
urity Act in mid-1987 and who is still in
prison, and says he manipulated church
publications to “subHy propagate Marxist
and leftist ideas.”

Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew took the
RevIEW to court last year, claiming an article
on the detention of Cheng and others that
appeared in 1987 had libelled him by say-
ing he had attacked the Catholic Church.
The High Court in Singapore found in
favour of Lee, but the case is now under
appeal.

After its tabling in parliament, the white
paper has been open for public discussion
and suggestions, but observers expect the
relevant legislative proposals will be passed
more or less intact, given the overwhelm-
ing dominance of the the ruling People’s
Action Party in Singapore’s parliament. m

£56F ),

Cheng: detalned.
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PROHIBITION ORDERS SIMILAR TO "BANNING" IN SOUTH AFRICA

The legislation givea the Minister of Home Affairs absolute power
to issue a prohibition order against any religious office-bearer
to prevent that person from "addressing orally or in writing any
congregation, parish or group of worshipers or members of any
religious group", from "printing, publishing, editing,
distributing or contributing to any publication produced by that
religious group'" and from "holding office in an editorial board
or a committee of a publication of that religiocus group'.

A prohibition order may be issued on the basis of such catch-all
provisions as "carrving out activities to promote a political
cause’, "exciting disaffection against the President or the
Government of Singapore” and 'carrying out subversive activities
under the guise of propagating or practising any religious
belief".

The maximum penalty for contravening a prohibition order is a
Fine of $10,000 and/or 2 vears imprisonment. Second or
subsequent offences incur a fine of up to $20,000 and/or a
maximum of 3 vears 1n prison,

A government—appointed Presidential Council for Religious Harmony
will act as a rubber stamp for the Minister's decisions.

Judicial review of their decisions is ruled out: "All orders and
decisions of the Minister and recommendations of the Council made
pursuant to this Act shall be final and shall not be called in
guestion in any court." {Relevant sections of legislation

arpended.)

The accompanying Review article was written after the White Paper
was tabled but before the legislation was introduced (see "Render

Unto Casasar'}.

GOVERNMENT PEDDLES LIES ABOUT CLERGY

In parliament on 6 Oct 1989 the Minister of Home Affairs tried to
drum up feeling against Catholic clergy pastorally caring for
detainees’ families. He asserted that one priest declared during
a mass that "the Minister for Home Affairs Jayvakumar, all judges
and ISD officers would face God's punishment” for the detentions
(Straits Times 7 Cct 89). This allegation was repeated along
with others in the White Paper and Fr Adrian Anthony was named as
having issued this threat which is out of character both with his
personality and his theology. On 3 Jan 1990, Fr Anthony wrote to
the Prime Minister categorically denying these allegations which
are presented as fact by the government.

However, the government is likely to persist in framing the
priests in order to suppress the pastoral and sacramental
ministry of the clergy and the growing sympathy for the detainees
in the church.




5.
MUSLIMS AND CHURCH VOICE CONCERN ABOUT WHITE PAPER

Catholic Archbishop Gregory Yong and Muslim Mufti Syed Isa Semait
both welcomed any attempt to maintain religious harmony. But the
Archbishop said it was at best ambiguous to say religion and
politiecs could bhe separated. The Mufti said there could be no
such separation for Muslims (Straits Times 31 Jan 90). However,
the govt—controlled media has given the impression that these
guestions are minor quibbles and that the proposed legislation
has the overwhelming support of religious leaders.

In & statement responding to the White Paper, Archbishop Yong
stated that "Lovalty to the nation is not be jdentified with
loyalty to the Government... It is possible for a person to be a
great critic of the Government and a great patriot". He stated
further that "It is not sufficient to say that the State is
autonomous in secular matters and religion is autonomous in
religious matters... Just as the State shows its concern about
inter—religious harmony because of its political implications, so
religion must show its concern about "secular" Government
policies when there are moral or religious implications.” (The
full text of Archbishop Yong's statement is appended.)

MALAYSIAN ARCHBISHOP ALSO SPEAKS OUT

In reaponse to a mischievous article repeating government
propaganda by a Singapore journalist in a Kuala Lumpur newspaper,
Archbishop Soter Fernandez wrote a letter affirming that the
church's mission is not only personal salvation but also "social
transformation, the restructuring of whole societies to enable
people to live in peace, justice and freedom. The second task
cannot be entered into without some invelvement in politics,
either directly or indirectly.”

The Catholic Archbishop further declared that "Religious leaders
are not afraid to =it down to dialogue with political leaders -
but collision would be inevitable if laws are used Lo suppress
legitimate ideas, options and practices" (The Star, 28 Oct 1989).
(Letter reprinted as apprendix.)

AUSTRALIAN BISHOPS CONDEMN LEGISLATION

In a press statement on 8 January 1990, Bishop William Brennan,
chairman of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council
condemned the religious harmony legislation and said it was time
for action by the Australian and Commonwealth governments. He
further said Singapore should be bovcotted by travellers and
conference organisers (The Age, Melbourne 8 Jan 80},

Don’t ignore Singapore attack on civil rights

from Bishop W. Brernan,
chairman of the Australian
Catholic Social Justice Couneil
1a “The Age' (1/1) the repor by
Lindsay Murdoch headlined Sin-
gapore to Qutlaw Religtous Criti-
clsm draws altention to the lack of
democracy in Singapore. Your
correspondent contrasis  Singa.
pore’s constitution under which
freedor of worship is guaranteed
to all with the proposed new law
whereby religlous leaders will
soon be banaed from making ser-
mons of siatements ¢ritleal of In-
justice Inherent In policies of the
Government of Singapore.

It wouid appear fhat the pro-

posed new "Presidential Counch
for Religious Harmony” is a ed-

phemism for a body designed io
c¢ensor and regulate sermons,
statements and religlaus practice.

This presidential council wilt
clearly follow through on the hu-
man rights abuses imposed by the
{nternal Security Act under which
Viacen! Cheng and Teo Soh Lung
are still imprisoned without {rial
some two years after thelr alleged
offerces. If the Government of
Singapore is 50 confideat of the
gullt of the accused, why doesn't it
proceed with {rial by jury?

1t is, in the view of the Ausira-
tian Catholle Soclal Justice Coun.
cil, time for Australia and other
Commonwealth governmeats to
take some aclion in this matter of
democratic freedom in Singapore.

CHOGM meekings are keld with.
out the subject-of human rights
abuses In Singapore reaching the
agenda.

Since it [s some time hefore the
next CHOGM meeting the ques-
{lon arises as to what caa be done
now. Perhaps {t would help draw
attention to the matter if fnter-
national iravellers and would-be
conference holders voted with
thelr feet and took thelr stopovers
and cenferences elsewhere, .

Australia’s eavoys to the United
Nallons might also lnvestigate
ralsing this matter in New York
and Geneva where the Unkted Na-
tions Commisston on Human
Rights is due to meet shorily,

Willam Brennan,
Wagga.




RELIGICUS MEDIA PICK UP THE ISSUE

The major Australian Catholic paper, THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY on 10
Jan 90 editorialised on Singapore's religious harmony bill under

the heading "Outlawing Religious Freedom'.
a person like Isaiah

Singapore,
editorial stated:

The repressive
worldwide by religious men

law in 8Singapore

who has respect for human rights,

Christians

in

Singapore would

Noting that,
"would be c¢lapped in jail",

and women

in
the

should be opposed
and by evervyone

be unwise tco act

provocatively against the government monolith, but for

them to

practise their
bring contempt from their government critics.
the—sky theology would mock the

faith in

sacrifice

supine fashion would

Pie-in—

of those

suffering cruel and arbitrary detention.

EDUCATION REVERSAL: RELIGION AS SOCIAL CONTROL BACKFIRES

Relzgion courses in school on the way out

Secular inroads

By N. Balakrishnan
En a sweeping tumaround, the Singa-

pore Govermnment, which only seven

years ago introduced compulsory religi-
ous education in secondary schools, has de-
dded to phase out even voluntary religious
study in the schools. It is also preparing
legislation to restrict the participation of re-
ligious groups in politics. -

The new moves are designed to curb
what the government sees as a growing
awareness of religious differences among
Singaporeans of different faiths and an in-
reasing tendency among religious organi-
sations to become involved in political is-
sues,

Minister of Home Affairs S. Jayakumar
announced in pariament on 6 October that
he will introduce legislation restricting religi-
ous groups’ participation in politics at parlia-
ment’s next sitting. Singapore aiready re-
stricts a wide array of individuals and or-
ganisations from participating in politics, in-
duding student unions, the Law Sodety
and individuals who have been fined more
than S$2,000 (US$1,017) for criminal of-
fences,

. The government said religious education
in secondary schools would be phased out
over the next few years. The new policy will
also forbid optional religious subjects being
taught during normal school hours, a move
that will particularly affect the Roman

19 OCTOBER 1989

Catholic-managed schools, which have
been prominent in Singapore for decades.
The government has sald religious
courses will be replaced with a dvics course,
which may incdude the teaching of some
Confucian values. The dvics course will not
be introduced until 1991 as it will take ime
for a text to be prepared, the government

said, Currently, students must study at least’

one religious subject from a list which in-
dudes the study of Confudanism, Chuist-
ianity, Islam and Hinduism.,

Education Minister Tony Tan said the
government wanted to be seen as even-
handed ir: its dealings with Singapore’s va-
rious religious groups. He said the govemn-
ment must also be seen as secular, an cbjec-
tive at odds with its demand that religion be
taught in the schools.

Former deputy prime minister Goh Keng
Swee initfated compulsory religious educa-
tHon in 1982 with much fanfare, saying that
parents who did not want their children to
study any religion would be personatly in-
terviewed by him.

The government initiatives on religion
did not come as a complete surprise as
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew and other
cabinet members have spoken often of what
they view as Singaporeans’ increasing religi-
ous inclinations — espedally towards those
religions Lee views as “exdusivist,” includ-
ing Christianity and Jslam.

During a libel case currently under way

FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW

against the REVIEW in Singapore, Lee said
there was a “resurgence of all religions in
Singapore; itis not just the Muslims, itisalso
the Christians, the charismatics particularly,
[and] now the Buddhists and Taoists.”

One consequence of the abolition of re-
ligious education in Singapore’s schools
may be that fewer minority students will
qualify for entry into pre-university centres
and junior colleges, which leads to univer-
sity admission. )

The required “religious knowledge”
course has full academic status and can be
used to fulfil requirements for admission to
pre-university institutions. Because religion

“tends to play a more important role in the
daily lives of ethnic Malays, in particular,
and also Indians than in the lives of more
secularised ethnic Chinese, the former
groups have been better able to use the reli-
gion courses in obtaining places in pre-uni-
versity institutions.

A study done by the Education Ministry
indicates that had there been no religion
courses, there would have been 13% fewer
Malay students, 15% fewer Indian students
and 15% fewer students from other
minorities (including Eurasians} at pre-uni-
versity institutions. The study also indicated
that only 4% of Chinese students used the
religion courses to fulfil admission require-
ments.

. As the government announced its pro-
posed restrictions on certain religious ac-
tivities, it also seemed andous to avoid
being seen as oppused to religion altogether.
Minister of State for Finance and Foreign Af-
fairs George Yeo, himself educated at St
Joseph's, a prestigious Roman Catholic in-
stitution, said at a prize-giving ceremony at
his old school on 7 October that “the govern-
ment is secular but it is certainly not atheis-
tic,” a
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STATEMENT BY CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP GREGORY YONG,

Maintenance of religious
harmony
€ 6" VHE purpose of the
proposed legistation, as -
set out in the introduction of the
White Paper, is to maintain
religious tolerance and harmony
in Singapore. This is an cutircly
praiseworthy objective, and it is
good 1o see the Government's
concern about preserving and
fosiering inter-religious harmony,

We are well aware of the lact that

we live in a multi-religious and
multi-racial socicty, For harmony

to prévail, we must be sensitive ',

to the religious beliefs, practices
and cultural heritage of peoples
from different religions and
races,

The White paper upholds the
constitutional right of cvery

* Singaporean o embrace, practise

nnd propagate the rchglon of his
choice. We are blessed to live in
a‘country where there is religious

* freedom, However, in vmw of the

nature of our society, it is clear
that the right of any religion to
propagate its beliefs must be
cxercised with great prudence
and restraint, .

The Catholic Church daes not
.approve of agyressive
proselytisation, It holds that all

men should be free from coercion
in the acceptance of a religion. It -

respects other religions and

encourages dialogue with Lthem 1o

search for common spiritual and

. moral values. To those who
zenquire aboul our beliefs we try.
1o give a reasoned explanation,
and we stress Lhe importance of
personal cxampie in witnessing Lo
what we believe. In the proposed
legislation two conditions are put
forward us necessary for the
maintenance of religious

" harmoeny. The {irst is that people
inust nol cause feclings of hatred

"or hostitity towards those of other

religions, It is regrettable that
legislation should be necessary to
prevent such behaviour, Religion
ougii to be a unilying inltucnce
in society, but we know from sad
expericnce that it can, instead, be
- a divisive loree, ofien with tragic
conscquences.

. Speak @

, religious leader to foist his -

“that the Suite is autonomous in

7.
SINGAPORE

must show its concern about
“secular” Government policies
when there are moral or religious
implications.
Every Government must earn
the respect and support of the
people by the integrity and
dedication of s members, and by
what they do For the common _
good of the people, Loyalty 1o the f__,.
to say that, at least in Singapore,  nation is not 10 be ideatified.with~ -
no religion should espouse the loyalty 1o the.Governnient,
cause of any particular political- , ~Governments may come and go,
pa.rly Putiyifolitics is the but the nution remains.
busingss og the layman, and we Consequently, it would be quite
continue to cneourage those wrong 1o brand us distoyal or
Catholics who have the necessary  unpatriotic those who opposce
competence and inclination to some of the decisions of the
enter the field of politics so that Govermment of the day. It is
they can help improve the quality  possible for a person to be a great
of life of ait Singaporeans with critic of the Government and a
policies based on sound ethical | great patriot.
principles, In the White Paper it is
In a broader sense, politics atmitied that the Government
means the study and practice of does not claim that it is ahvays
public affairs; in Lhis sense it is right in its policies. Hence, there .
akin to religion, in that it affects must be reom for criticism and
the whote of human life. To say dissent. As far o§ the Catholic
that religion and politics can be Church is concerned, refigious ,
separated is at hest an ambiguous  leaders whether Bishops or
slatement, priests, may not use the pulpitto
The White Paper makes a voice their own personal . — oo
distinetion between the right of a dissatisfaction with Government -
religious leader to speak as a - policies except in so Far as these
privale citizen, and his right 1o ~affect Catholic teaching on faith
Hy ‘a8 Areligious or morals,
leader."A§ A citizen of Singapore The Government is concerned
he has the right 10 express his about the possible misuse of
views on political and social religion for polilical purposes.
mittess like any other citizen, But - Similarly, the Church is
it would be wrong for him 10 cancerned aboul the possible
make use of his position as a misuse of the proposed
legislation to silence lawful
dissent and legitimate criticism, U+
is therefore reassuring (0 see that
the proposed Inter«Religious
Counceil will be a Presidential
Council, This Council will be
obliged 1o give its considered
opinton on the dcus:ons of Lhe
Minister,
[tis right and proper that the
“composition of such a Council
shouid he outside the sphere of
party-potitics. The Council must -
be frec, and seen to be [ree, fron
Government control if it is to be
credible.”

The second condition put’
forward in the White Paper for -
maintaining harmony is that
retigion and politics must be -
rigorously separate. This is a
more complex and problematic
proposal. The word “politics”
needs careful definition. Ina
AArrow sensc il can mean party-
politics; and here it is acceptabie

personal political or social views
on his feflow-believers, This
would be an abuse of his official
pusition, .
However, when Government
policies have a bearing on faith or
morals, then the religious leader
has a right and duty 1o each his
co-religionists the stand they
have to ke according to the
authentic and authoritative
tcaching of their religion,
~ ‘This is where confusion can
arise. It is not sufficicnt 1o sy

secuiar matiers and religion is

aulonomous in religious matters.,

There can often be an overlap

between the secular and the

religidus, In such cases the '
religious feader cannot be .

accused of going beyond his

competence in speaking on the

morat and religious overtanes of

what might appear to be o parely .
secular matter, Just as the Stale '
shows its concem about inter-

religious harmony because of its

political implications, so religion .

firow-



1 REFER to the ax‘ticle “Keepin
Politics from Religion” by

~Chiang Nee from Singapore ('I‘he
Star. Cot 12),

- Father Joachim Kang, it is report-
_ed testified that “the right to speak
out on social issues, including (its)
political views on human rights like

" in the case of the ISA detentions,
has always been part of the Catholic
. Church teaching for a century.”

‘The point at issue is simply stat- ..
ed:" In contemporary theological
language, the church's — and hence

“the individual Christian’s — mission-
-is not only: personal saivation, i.e.
" conversion of people to Christ, but
also social transformation, the re-
structuring of whole societies to en-
:-able peaple to live in peace, justice
and freedom.
'he second task cannot be en-
tered jnto without some involve-
. ment in politics, elther directly or
: indirectly.
= How a Chnsﬁan is “to work for
socm-pohncal change is the age-old
question of religion and politics.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, win-
ner of the Nobel ,Peace Prize -for

:.1984, in a message to the fourth an-
niversary of the All-Africa Church

- Conference. in Nau:'obl, Kenya, had

- this to say:-. I

- “A familiar remark which has be- e

' come a parrot cry is ‘Don’t mix reli-~
gion with politicsl’ It is a remark
which is made net because a politi- -
cian in his election campaign intre- .
duces a moral or religious element.
-“No, -we almost always hear it
when a particular political, social or
economic fact of life is criticised as -
-being inconsistent with the Gospel -

~of Jesus Christ as most Christians 3
-understand it’:;»; And so when you

work for a more just, participatory -

and sustainable society whose
members share in crucial decision-
making about the issues that are im-
portant for their lives, that is when
you hear the cry, ‘Don't :mx reli-

gion with ptc_;gtmsl’ " dJ d
- Agparto umankind, an partlc-
ularly as Christians, faith in Jesus
demands from us- the practice of
justice and the preferennal option
for the poor.

“The Synod of Biahops Justlce i
the World (1971) says: “Action on
behalf of justice and participation

in the transformation of the world
-fuﬂy appears to us as a constitutive
dimension of the preachmg of the
Gospel.”

o tice”

[ lrsmr, nation

a3l . sha.re thetr views on the subject - :
* . when it is referred toa Se!ect Com- -

IS

RN

"7 mittee

Archbishop Tutu ... *‘Don’t mix
rehgion with politics’ has become
%" 4 pamot cry’ -

Seah ‘Chiang Nee says, "the vast
majority of Catholics are, in fact
apohnca.l »

e

On the occasion of the 80th anni-

versary- of the encyclical Rerum
“Novarum (1891) on action for social

Justlce Pope Paul VI had this to -
say;

ymen should take up as

Lheir own proper task’ the renewal

"; of the temporal order, -

i “If the role of the hlerarchy is to
" ‘teach and to interpret authentically
*'the norms of maraljtil to-be fol-
lowed, in this matter, it belongs to
the lalty, without waiting for orders
and directives, to take the initiative
freely and'to infuse a Christian

spirit into the mentality, customs, -

laws and structures of the commu-
mty in which they live.”

Pope John Paul II, following the
example of Pope Paul VI, empha-
 sises the pre-eminent role that be-
-~ longs to the laity as was reaffirmed
“in the recent Assembl dy of the Synod
(1987), when he said: “It is their

._.___task to animate temporal realities

.with Christian commitment, by

wwhich they show that they are wit-

nesses and agents of peace and jus-

According tb the article, because
of worry, concern and fear caused
by ed Marxist-Leninist con-
spirators, the government of Singa-
pore is drafting legislation to keep
politics out of religion. -

It is heartening to note that “Sin-

,gaporeans will have a chance to

. However, it.surprises me to hear
" that, “the proposed legislation will .

rom getting worse." Are there
such sentiments and what is their
origin? -

1 believe it is of the utmost impor-
tance 10 have a roper understand-
ing of the meaning of the words re-
ligion, politics, church, faith and the
like from the Christian perspective
through dialogue before any deci--
" sions are made, judgments pro-
nouttced or legisiation passed. .

:- For example, for'a Christian,’ be— ;
lief motivates and permeates his be-
“haviour. Worslup 1s onJy one aspect
.. of his faith,
* . One has to witness to his faith
"“through words and deeds. Very of-,
- ten, freedom of religion is taken to
be freedom of worshlp and nothmg
more! o

"I am not saymg that only Catho-

. .lics have a right and duty to make -,
" comments regarding soc1al and po- .

hueai matters. ,f‘

T wish to asgert the fact that all’
rehg]ous traditions have to make
their contribution so as to 1mprove
the ex:lstmg social order. L

" The assertion that such rehgious
interest in secial matters will end in
«chaos is made on the assumption
that religious people are “trouble’
. makers.” moved by self-interest.
There is evidence in the recent -
past where leaders of major world -
religions have come together to pro-
mote peace and justice in the world.
1t is unbelievable that these lead-
" ers are proponents of SOClal revolu-— :
tions.
They are “snckmg to true reh—

" gion" and that is why 1 see the need - !

to encourage peoples of all faithsto }:
be in dialogue with *secular” ‘and |
“atheistic” powers and govern-
ments.

. Religious leaders are not afraid to
sxt down to dialogue with political
leaders — but collision would be in-
evitable if laws are used to sup-
press legitimate ideas, opnons and
practioes. :

MOST REVEREND T
ANTHONY SOTER
" FERNANDEZ, D.D.,
Archbishop

of Kuala Lumpur

revent apti- Cathohc sentiments |-

P I
S S W T |
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Religious Harmony Blﬂ

‘Hard to éepafate religion from poliﬁéé‘? I
agree, but let’s give it a try’ says Chok Tong

Singapore?
Let’s not
blame others

Cormment by N5T
group editor: Page 13

Ghalar's ‘S'pore

is mincare’

ala tement ands

davibts aboul ties
E 3

NTL} {0 offer
3,000 nevr
places In 1694
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S'gar Sultan
parcdans his
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Merctri Besar
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Abby Tan talks
o Mania caup
bid oificers
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PM Z_ge gats
‘Man  for
Peacze’ award

sent to Sel

Sabotae ” |

e

Committee .

By BEARTHA HENSON

MR GOH Chok Tong yesterday answered the
main concerns of MPs who expressed reser-
vations about certain aspects of the Bill to
maintain religlous harmony, and urged Sin-
gaporeans to adopt a “practical, commonsen-
gieal .approach™ to religion and politics to

safeguard peace. -

While acknowledging the vie;tfs of some MPs
that it was hard to separate religion and politics,

a major aim of the Bill, Mr Goh's message to

- Singaporeans was, simply, to try.

When enacted, Singapore will be the first coun-
try in the world with such legisiation. )
" Mt is very dilticult to separate our spiritual life
from our political, day-te-day Iife because the two
are inseparable,” Me Goh told Parliament. “But
we must fry, i the context of a multi-racial,
multi-religious Singapore, and for the common

LERANT  Ips better to usé
...scalpel than a chopper’

Une solutfon, in his view,
was to distinguish berween
two types of authority,
that of peliglon and that of
the State, and not pit ene
againgt the other, L

He Sald the Bill was a
'very tine” Instrument to
presarve religious harme-

- ny compared to the Inter-

nal Security Act and ather
existing laws, which some
people have suggested
were good enough to do
the job. - :

The best check

against abuse

“I{is ke rying to use a
scalpal to makeg. precise
incislon to deal with preb-
lem <cells, Instead of hav-
ing to use a chopper to
amputate.’”

And to those who
thought the proposed law
gave the Government too
much power, Mr Goh
made it plain that he
thought. the best check
against abuse was to en-
sure that only good gov-
ernments are elected.

The First Deputy Prime
Minister was a surprise
speaker at yesterday's
four-heur debate on the
Maintenance of Religious

- Harmony Elll, which was
later referred to a Seleet
Committee headed by
Speaker Tan Soo Rhoon. °

© A tolal of 12 Members,

. including Opposition MP
Chiam See Teng, spoke on
the Bill yesterday, making
a total of 31 who joined the
debate aver the past two
days.

Among these who spoke
yesterday were Natlonal
Develapment Minister S.
Dbanabalaa and -Trade
and Industey Minister Les
Hsler Loong, bath of whom

came out strongly In sup-

port of the Bill, .
Except for Mr Chiam

and non-constituency Mp

Lea Siaw Choh, all MPs

launded the princlples be-

hind the B,

But there were reserva-
tions on a2 number of as-

A
MR GO
s “IU's like trying to use
a scalped to make a precise
incisios...””

Bill introduced more
in sorrow than with joy

‘ In a sense, this Biil [s a recognition
-of a refrogression, a polential .
deterioration in religious harmony, The :
Government 'akes no joy in Introducing
it. | take no joy in speaking on this
subject. it is not something which we
are very proud of, We introduce it more
with sorrow or more in sorrow than with
jov. I is to prevent us from sliding i
backward. It is an act aimed at .
preserving commen sense and - ’

harmony. .

pects, [acluding the peed
for such a law to ensure
teligious harmony, given
the existence of statutes
such as the ISA, the Sadi-
tion Act and eriminal
lawg, the diticulty of sepa-
rating religloa from poli-
ties, and the possibility of
Executive atuse. E

 Beller to make
pracise inclsion

Mr Coh addressed Lhese
cancerns squarely In a
half-hour speech that also
traced the evolation of the
Bilt from as far back as
1435 and his attempts to
forge a consensus among
his Cabinei colleagues.

Onee the need for action
to counter the disturbing
International and locat re.
ligious trends was aecepl-

K REPORTS ON THE DEBATE: PAGES 4-6 ‘

— Mr Boh Chok Tong.

ed, Mr Goh sald, the
Cabinet derided that Jegis.
Iation was the way te go.
“We wanted 2 law that
could deal with the prob-
lem instead of our having
to resort o the ISA or to
court prosecution under
the Sedltion Act or other

- such laws to deal with
those who cause dis]

ny through religion.”

Te deal with the prob-
lem of a few rellgious ex-
tremists, Mr Goh sald, it
was beiler (o use powers
under the Bill like 3 scal-
pel “te make a precise in-
cision" than to resort 1o
existing laws, which would
ba Jike using *a chopper 10
amputate”,

Muck of Mr Goh's
speech, however, focused
on whether politics and re-
ligion can, in fact, be sepa-

tated.
He urged 1he House to
® Ses Back Page, Col 1

[ Jexzoal fer Hbel

on Thursday,

PRIME Mialstsr Lee Knan
Yew fs agsin aulag the

ienl of the Amerdean

W Jeses pebllshing gron

and The .l..qp'lgu Wl!ls ?mer:
The sult s over & Joorasl -

High Court odgment on his
raecenstnl Bhel sult agalase
the Far Exslern Ecenomle
Baview, also owned by Dow
Tones, fut year,

‘That report ks already at
the ceaire of & coatempt of
4vart setlon agalnad The
Jearns], whick was keard
In Lbo High Coart this week
{see adjolaleg report).

Mr Geslfrey Roberlson,
QC, wha 18 Srleading The
Jearnal 1n the eonfempt of
coart aetlog, dlstlosed that

Prima Minister was fak-
Ing fresk Hbel
against his oleat,

He 1l this dorieg his
abmiyslen, Ay ha 32t oat
ks views oo whether Dowr

aclten |

Court reserves judg-
ment In centempt case
B SEE PAGE 9

Jozea deat Pater Kann
hnd eritiefsed My Lea or the
triak jedge, Mr Justica LP.
‘Thean, In esmments pab-
lished fn the Dee 1.2, 1389
lasue of ke financial dafiy.

{Mr Justea Thean heard
Mr Lese’s Tibel sult agalnsi
the Keview Est year and
awsrded him $t34,044 In

ges.

Aleorasy-Gereral Tan
Bata Teik argued on Toes-
day kst Mr Eann was re-
ferriag ta lhe judge when
be remarked that ha coald
caly depe that “In tha [oag
term, e Eeview's panlvh-
ment will gat, 44 dendiless.
1y tubexded, still Bonest asd
!.ndapen:len£ veloes In Slos

Bub Mr Rebetison
tsenght tbal Mr Eaoa's
§ esuld also be read

Defence

spending
will stay
at 6pc

of GDP

SINGAPORE will maintain its de-
fence spending at six per cent of the
Gross Domestic Product as the secu-
rity situation in the region has not
changed despite the irmprovement in
super power relations.

The Second Defence Minister {Ser-
vices), Brigadier-General {Res) Fse
Hslen Loong, who said this In Parliament

added that it did not mean

Minde! would be spending
the entre amount each
year as the GDP was
much larger pow than 10
years ago, and that a large
part ¢f the Singapore
Armed Forees had alrsady
bean built up.
BG Lee, who Is also the
Trade and Tndustry Minls-
ter, 10ld the Hoeuse that [t
would be “foothardy for Sin-
gapore along to qut jts do-
feace spending as no other
Asean couatry was doing it.
- He said that regional ten-
slon and conflict would not
disapoear even i improved
iles beiween the Unlted
States and the Soviet Unicn
led to a reduction fn their
military forces in the region.
He was replying to Non-
Constituency MP Lee Stew
Cosh who asked whether the
Government had any plans
{0 revigw its dafence expen-
diture fn the lght of the eas-
ing of worldwide tenston.
BG Lee sald that the Gov-
emnment constantly re-
viewed Its delence
experndifure, which had re-
mafned unchanged for many
yeass, ta ensure that it had
the Test value {or every dol-
Wrspest. . .

Urgtading
of weapons

- 1t strives lo keep the
lean and efficient in or-
der to make best use of
scarce manpower and Hmit.
24 himds {or the secudlty of
the natlss,’ Re sald. -
He sdded that with a |

large of the Singapore
Anuedpar-{:tces already built

op, Mindef now hzd more
flexibility to time the up-
ding and replacement of

F equipment and weapons
In order to gét the best pos-
sible value for money.

I the cost of military
equipment did nol escalate
too fast and {f the economy
continued to grow rapldly,
tha Gavernment might not
have to spend all the money.

Gn the ‘‘momentous
changes” In Europe and the
tasing of East-West tensien,
BG Lee noted that this had
not been followed by any
similar upheaval in the
Asia-Padifie region. -

He then went on 10 quete
the U8 Defence Secretary,
Mr Dick Cheaey, who re-
cently sald in the Phillp-
pires, that while some culs
in the US military forces In
Asia were being consldered,
the nombers would be rela-
Hvely modest, as he did not
see “the equivalent kind of
change in Asia and the Pa-
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GOVERNMENT USES DETAINED CATHOLIC CHURCH WORKER'AS EXCUSE TO
INTRODUCE REPRESSIVE LEGISLATION UNDER GUISE OF INTER-RELIGIOUS

HARMONY

-Chok Tong quotes
-excerpts from .
‘document found in

° From Page 1 ‘

consider what..might hap-
pen i -a religlous leader
was allowed to advance his
political views at his place
of warship, ’ )

“Then we must allow a
politfeian to use Parlia-
ment and mass rallles to
propagate his religious
views, Can you imagine
where this would lead us?”
he asked. o

_He painted another se
nario: What might happen
if a_ceriain religlon started
using Hs religlous "bellefs
to try to change Govern-
ment policles, or even the
Government, .

The result would he a
clash between. State and
religion and later a clash
between religlon and reli-
glon, he said.

This was because the
Government would hit
back at attempts to chal-
lenge Its. authority and
would use another reli-

gious foree to do so if nec-
essary. )

* To illustrate his point,
he gave a hypothetical ex-
ampte of what would hap-
pen if the Christlans, who

form 19 per cent of the .
poputation, tried to pres- -
sure the Government on .

secular issues, such as the

forelgn workers' levy.
Political parties would

then craft election

" speeches to win the votes

of the majority Taoists,
Buddhists . and . Confucian-
ists, he"sald, adding that
they might even lobby oth-
er religions which view
Christianity as a threat,

“1 make thiz point not
as a threat, but to urge all
Singaporeans to take a
practical, commonsensical
approach in our religlous
and political lves.

“The present situation
where there T8 a clear sep-
aration between religion
and state is the best and
most comfortable of all.

-

We want to keep it that
way.” .

To show that he was not
discussing the poséibility
of a collision between reli-
glon and the state In the
abstract, Mr Goh reported
how a document advocat-
ing lberation theology was

- found among the belong-

ings of Roman Catholic
Church worker Vincent
Cheng, detained in 1937 for
hs role in a Marxist plot
to overthrow the State,

1986 workshop
He quoted excerpts from
the document, a report of

a 1986 workshop held by
the Federatlon of Asfan

~ Bishops Conference In

Tokyo, which said the

[Catholie Church should get

involved in pelitics, form

. Haisons with other groups,

including Marxists and
other religlons, to work for
the common good. :

-

ir.Governiment would enlist.

i

Active non-violence was
advocated, but violence
could be considersd if all
means {o end injustice’and -
tyranny were exhausted.

Mr Goh asked it it was
wise to apply liberation
theology to Singapore,
where ‘conditions are so
much different from Latin
America, where the idea
originated.

If Catholics got involved
in politics, other groups
would, want.a say and.-the

‘the help of other religlons

to strike back,
Given its multt-racial
composition, Singapore

would then end up worse
than strife-torn Northern
Ireland or Lebanon where,
at least, the people are all

" Irish or Arabs.

Singaporeans were free
{0 pursue thelr bellefs and
free to-engage in politics.
whatever their beliefs, he’
reiterated. But they should
use the ballot: box and not
religion if they want to
throw out a bad or evil
government, ’

Finally, Mr Goh dealt
with fears L:f all)ause th the
proposed law by Covern-
ment, The best safeguard
against this, he sald, was
fair and regular elections.
t,.any abuses of the law
will be highlighted by poli-
ticians and that govern-
ment’ will lose -quppert...,"”
he added,




